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DECLARATION OF Daniel Stephenson 

 
 

I, Daniel Stephenson hereby make the following statements under the penalty of perjury: 

 
 

1) I am an adult citizen of the United States, am not under disability, and make 

the following statements voluntarily. 

 

2) My residence address is 145 Cedar Grove Church Rd, Kingston TN 37763. 

 

3) I understand that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission has been asked to permit DSSI, 

Diversified Scientific Services, Inc., one of PermaFix’s subsidiaries, to amend and 

renew their export license XW008/05 (Docket No. 11005323 and Docket ID NRC 2017-

0156) to send processed radioactive waste back to Canada from which it came after 

burning and processing it at DSSI. Hundreds of tons of radioactive waste could be 

exported to Canada, and since the export license justifies “general” licenses for import, 

we don’t really know how much radioactive material/waste will be imported, 

transported around the United States and arrive for processing at DSSI under the general 

licenses. I understand the after burning, the waste could be highly concentrated, 

increasing possible health dangers and that it could need more processing which could 

happen at other processors, so there could be more transport. I understand that there are 

other Canadian import licenses. Canadian radioactive waste is processed at PermaFix 

facilities in Washington and in Tennessee. There are PermaFix processors very near to 

where I live, work and recreate at Perma-Fix Diversified Scientific Services, Inc. (DSSI) 

657 Gallaher Road, Kingston, TN 37763 and Perma-Fix Materials & Energy 

Corporation (M&EC) East Tennessee Technology Park, 2010 Highway 58, Oak Ridge 

TN 37830. 

 

4) I and my family live right in Kingston, very close to DSSI. We are also within 10 

miles downstream of the East Tennessee Technology Park. My mother, father and I 

drive near DSSI daily and through ETTP near M&EC daily to work in Oak Ridge. I 

am concerned that the transport, handling, processing and release of this radioactive 

material/waste create risks to me and others and to the safety of our water, soil, air and 

food. I am concerned about routine exposures from processing as well as accidents and 

about multiple exposures from several facilities and from both radioactive and 

hazardous components of the materials and wastes being transported and processed. 
 

5) I understand that license allows some of the waste is to be returned (exported) to 

Canada. This creates more risks of exposure to radiation during transport and increases 

the opportunity for accidents which would release the waste and radioactive materials 

to the environment. 

 

6) Any spill of radioactive and mixed solid, liquid, ash or other form of waste or material 

could cause significant health and environmental risks, a costly clean up and damage 

Kingston’s efforts to shed its image as a city contaminated by coal ash and Oak 



Page 2 of 2 

 

Ridge’s image as a legacy of nuclear weapons development and production. If there is 

any liquid waste a leak released during transport or at the processing site can travel 

through soil and water and contaminate air quickly. A transport accident or fire could 

release large amounts of radioactivity and mixed waste. With no safe level, I am concerned that 

inhaling and ingesting man-made radioactivity increases my and my family, friends and 

colleagues risk for cancer and other health damage. 
 

7) In Oak Ridge millions of dollars have been spent to clean up radioactive waste 

dumped helter-skelter during the time nuclear weapons were being devised. We need 

to be sure that there will be no new contribution to our radioactive waste woes, which 

are ongoing as the Y-12 clean up continues. There is no agreement between the 

Department of Energy, the Environmental Protection Agency and the Tennessee 

Department of Environment and Conservation on an expansion or additional location 

for a radioactive waste dump site to accommodate the remaining waste that will be produced 

as the Y-12 cleanup proceeds. 
 

8) Because Tennessee allows radioactive materials into landfills which originally 

are designed and permitted only for household garbage, I am concerned that 

some of the radioactive waste will be transported to and remain in Anderson 

County at the Waste Management Chestnut Ridge landfill which has permission 

to accept radioactive waste. More radioactive waste may mix with other nasty 

wastes with unknown consequences. The leachate from this landfill may carry 

radioactive particles and I am concerned that this possible release to the 

environment has not been analyzed and prevented. I am concerned that our 

limited landfill space at Anderson county Chestnut Ridge landfill will be 

exhausted sooner if we bring in this waste from Canada and US nuclear industry 

waste and potential future wastes from around the world. 

 

9) I am concerned about the release of radioactive metals and other materials into landfills 

(as previously stated) and into tools, equipment and other supposedly cleaned items that 

may be reused ( so-called 'beneficial reuse') and into recycling streams (metal,  

aluminum, plastic, asphalt, wood, and others) that could be used to make items we 

contact daily, building supplies, roads and other destinations. I am concerned being 

about additional radiation about the synergistic effects with other pollutants and 

stressors in my environment. I am concerned that release of the even slightly 

radioactively contaminated materials into commerce could result everyday items made 

from radioactive metal, plastics, wood, paper, cloth, concrete, rubber, liquids or other 

constituents giving low, slow, continuous doses to me and my friends and family.  

 

 

10) I have asked the Tennessee Environmental Council and the Nuclear 

Information and Resource Service to intervene in the proceeding before the 

Nuclear Regulatory Commission so that my concerns and opposition to 

allowing the importation of radioactive waste may be heard and that the NRC 

refuse to allow this large amount of radioactive waste to be brought to Oak 

Ridge Tennessee. 
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11) There has been no Environmental Impact Statement prepared which 

should lay out the proposed activity, both transport and processing and 

explain the risk to our human environment. It seems to me that the 

transport proposal poses unacceptable risks to the environment and 

public health and to my personal health and safety, and that of my 

family. Bringing in radioactive substances from Canada adds 

unnecessarily to the radioactive and toxic burden our region already has. 

Moreover, I am concerned that there could be a stigma or actual decline 

in the value of the real estate I own if shipments pass through the area in 

which I live. 
 

12) I hereby designate the Tennessee Environmental Council (the Council) 

[http://tectn.org/] and the Nuclear Information and Resource Service 

(NIRS) [https://www.nirs.org/] as my representatives in proceeding before 

the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. My interests will not be adequately 

represented unless the Council and NIRS are allowed to participate as a 

full party in this proceeding on my behalf. 

 
 

AUGUST 9, 2017 

 ________________                                ______________________________ 

Date     Daniel Stephenson 

http://tectn.org/
http://www.nirs.org/
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DECLARATION OF David Collins Wasilko 

 
 

I, David Collins Wasilko hereby make the following statements under the penalty of perjury: 
 

1) I am an adult citizen of the United States, am not under disability, and make 

the following statements voluntarily. 
 

2) My residence address is 2433 E 5th Ave, Knoxville, TN 37917. I also reside at 

981 Hamilton Lane, Kingston, TN 37763 during the summer. 
 

3) I understand that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission is considering amending and 

renewing Perma-Fix’s subsidiary Diversified Scientific Services, Inc. (DSSI)’s export 

license via application XW008/05, Docket No. 11005323; Docket ID NRC–2017–

0156. It would specifically allow untold amounts radioactive waste including tritium, 

and fission products, possibly highly concentrated with radioactivity and other 

contaminants to be shipped from DSSI in Kingston, TN, after burning, heat treating 

and or other processing at DSSI, back to Canada.  
 

4) The approval of the export license will open the door to “general” license(s) to import 

radioactive and mixed hazardous waste from numerous Canadian facilities, 

transporting though several states and into my communities for processing at DSSI and 

maybe other processors.  

 

5) I understand that there are other Canadian import and export licenses. Canadian 

radioactive waste is processed at DSSI and at PermaFix facilities in Washington and in 

Tennessee with the possibility of transferring among them and possibly other 

processors. There are 2 PermaFix processors very near to where I live, work and 

recreate at Perma-Fix Diversified Scientific Services, Inc. (DSSI) 657 Gallaher Road, 

Kingston, TN 37763 and Perma-Fix Materials & Energy Corporation (M&EC) East 

Tennessee Technology Park, 2010 Highway 58, Oak Ridge TN 37830. I am concerned 

about the additional burden of the Canadian waste in addition to all the radioactive and 

mixed waste at and released from DSSI and the disproportionate number of nuclear and 

hazardous materials and wastes and facilities already in the area causing multiple 

exposures from DSSI and other sources resulting in synergistic risks. 
 

 

6) I am working in Oak Ridge this summer as an engineering intern. I farm and garden at 

my parent's home at 981 Hamilton Lane, Kingston TN 37763, which is 9 miles by car 

from M&EC. I drive by DSSI every day and live within 2 miles of DSSI, practically on 

the same road. I grew up in Oak Ridge and still enjoy running on the greenways and 

kayaking the rivers and lakes. My grandparents live in Kingston, very close to DSSI. 

My parents live in Oak Ridge, a few miles away. I am concerned that the transport, 

handling, processing and release of this radioactive and mixed waste and materials 

create risks to me and others and to the safety of our water and air and food chain 
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7) I understand that some of the waste that is to be returned (exported) to Canada could 

have high concentrations of radioactivity and other contaminants. This creates greater 

risks of exposure during transport and increases the potential consequences of 

accidents which could release the waste and radioactive materials to the environment. 

I am concerned about inhaling, ingesting and being exposed to the radioactive and 

mixed wastes whether or not there is an accident but especially if there is. 
 

8) Unknown or unreported amounts of radioactive waste will be shipped in and out of 

Kingston probably by truck. Any spill of solid, liquid, oil, ash or other form of 

radioactive waste or material could cause high exposures and risks, a costly clean up 

and damage Kingston’s efforts to shed its image as the site of one of the nation’s 

largest coal ash spills and Oak Ridge's efforts to shed its image as a city threatened by 

radiation as a legacy of nuclear weapons development and production. If there is any 

liquid waste a leak released during transport or at the processing site can travel 

through soil, water and air quickly. 
 

9) In Oak Ridge millions of dollars have been spent to clean up radioactive waste 

dumped helter-skelter during the time nuclear weapons were being devised. We need 

to be sure that there will be no new contribution to our radioactive waste woes, which 

are ongoing as the Y-12 clean up continues. There is no agreement between the 

Department of Energy, the Environmental Protection Agency and the Tennessee 

Department of Environment and Conservation on an expansion or additional location 

for a radioactive waste dump site to accommodate the remaining waste that will be 

produced as the Y-12 cleanup is proceed. 

 

10) Because DSSI is allowed to “decontaminate and survey for unrestricted release” and 

Tennessee allows radioactive materials into landfills which originally are designed and 

permitted only for household garbage I am concerned that some of the radioactive 

waste will be transported to and remain in Anderson County at the Waste Management 

Chestnut Ridge landfill which has permission to accept radioactive waste. More 

radioactive waste may mix with other nasty wastes with unknown consequences. The 

leachate from this landfill may carry radioactive particles and I am concerned that this 

possible release to the environment has not been analyzed and prevented. I am 

concerned that our limited landfill space at Anderson county Chestnut Ridge landfill 

will be exhausted sooner if we bring in this waste from Canada and US nuclear 

industry waste and potential future wastes from around the world. 
 

11) I am concerned about the release of radioactive and mixed metals and other materials 

into landfills (as previously stated) and into tools, equipment and other supposedly 

cleaned items that may be reused (so-called 'beneficial reuse') and into recycling 

streams (metal, aluminum, plastic, asphalt, and others) that could be used to make 

items we contact daily, building supplies, roads and other destinations. I am concerned 

being about additional radiation, about the synergistic effects with other pollutants and 

stressors in my environment. I am concerned that release of the even slightly 

radioactively contaminated materials into commerce could result everyday items made 

from radioactive metal, plastics, wood, paper, cloth, concrete, rubber, liquids or other 
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constituents giving low, slow, continuous doses to me and my friends and family.  

 

12) There has been no Environmental Impact Statement prepared which should lay out 

the proposed activity, both transport and processing and explain the risk to our 

human environment and consider the cumulative effects of continual, multiple, 

additive and synergistic effects of radiation from processing and release/reuse and 

transport of the radioactive waste/material. It seems to me that the transport proposal 

poses unacceptable risks to the environment and public health and to my personal 

health and safety, and that of my family. Moreover, I am concerned that there could 

be a stigma or actual decline in the value of the real estate I own if shipments pass 

through the area in which I live. 

 

13) I have asked the Tennessee Environmental Council and the Nuclear Information 

and Resource Service to intervene in the proceeding before the Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission so that my concerns and opposition to allowing the importation and 

export of radioactive waste may be heard and that the NRC refuse to allow this 

large amount of radioactive waste to be brought in and out of Oak Ridge and 

Kingston, Tennessee. 
 

 

14) I hereby designate the Tennessee Environmental Council (the Council) 

[http://tectn.org/] and Nuclear Information and Resource Service (NIRS) 

[https://www.nirs.org/] as my representatives in proceeding before the Nuclear 

Regulatory Commission. My interests will not be adequately represented unless the 

Council and NIRS are allowed to participate as a full party in this proceeding on my 

behalf. 

 
 

Date: August 9, 2017 
 

 

 

      ___________________________________________ 

 

David Collins Wasilko 
 

http://tectn.org/
http://www.nirs.org/
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