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Dear tur. Price'

Tms is in neply to your 1etter of: Au‘gust 6
. -on-the preliminary environmental  §tatement |

‘p‘ared by=-'eoxrmronwea1th Edison-

Dresden Uni t 3 is current]y being constructed ‘on- the 'same site with Units
7 1land 2 and is ‘expected to. be- operational An-the: Spring of: 1971 ‘The' site
was approved in.1956.by the. AEC For the. construction of Unit 1and has been.
re-evaluated as‘thée most ‘suitable for Unit:3. Since 1960 when Unit T becane
operational ‘the Dresden Station has been: ‘the'site for much of the study

“that has been conducted- conceming the” effects of a nuclear’ generating pl ant
It ‘has also been used.as a- Traming Center.  .The 95o-- R

-on-its surmundings ;
~.dcre-site 4 1ocated.ijn’;’eruncly Co.; INlinois and is -owned by Commonwea!th

Lo vEdisonf Its northem boundary s the Iﬂmois River-and its -eastern boundar:y
.~ is.. anng the Kankakee River. . In addi tion, ‘the. company . Teases appmximately

- Co. for its proposed Dresden Nuclear*‘Power St' tion: Unit 3.- "('Docket r\o.AaO 249) ,f '

AUG?) 1 1970& ) 1,.‘?;;“;:: S

17 ‘acres -in. two‘narrow’strips of: river fmntage Tocated near. the northeast - © .+ =

‘ ‘: corner of- the site from the State of I11¥nois." ‘ The terms: of the lease provide

. that these "buffer’ strips shall remain- 1d1e., _A 1275 acre coohng Iakeis

HUD Comment

Except as noted below, the env1 ronmental statement of the Conmonwea’l-’ digon .+

. appears. responsive to the Interim Guidelines set’ forth by the. Counc -
.Environmental Quality.- The proaections made . for- the envi ronmental "impact of
~Unit- 3 ‘are clear and based on. the emptrical exper gace of Unit T I3

. has- demonstrated that 1t has worked. c'lose]y u’i
harm to the surmunding env1 mnment )

bemg constructed on ‘the: site to serve Unit 3 e TR
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OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY AUG 27 1970

‘Mr. Harold L. Price’

- Director of Regulations::

U. S.:Atomic:Energy. Conm1ss1on a
wash1ngton D. C 20545

Dear Mr. Price:’ IR ‘-;.

- IN REPLY REFER TO:

S This:is:in: rep]y to: your 1etter of" August 6,\1970 request1ng HUD comments:
on the preliminary ‘environmental ‘statement:prepared by: Commonwea]th Ed1son =
Co for 1ts proposed Dresden Nuc]ear Power Stat1on Un1t 3. (Docket No 50'249)

‘Dresden Unit:3 is. current]y being- constructed on the same Site: w1th Units.

-1 and:2 ‘and-is expected to:be’operational in. -the  Spring: of 1971\

“The site:

was approved in:1956:'by. the AEC.for the construction of Unit'1 and-has been

- re-evaluated as theimostisuitable for Unit:3.. Since 1960t when Unit.1 became
operational, the Dresden.Station:has been:the:site: for .much of the:study -
that has been conducted concermning: the effects.of a nuclear generating-plant:

on itsisurroundings. It has also been. used as a- Tra1n1ng Center.".

“The 953~ .

-acre site:is:located in:Grundy Co., I11inois and is owned by.Commonwealth:

- Edison.: Its northern boUndary'is.thelI]]inoisziver'and:its:eaSterh‘boUndary ,
is:along: the. Kankakee River. In.addition, theicompany leases’ approximately: -
17 ‘acres in:two narrow strips of river: frontage Tocated near the.northeast

~ corner:of the site:from the:State: of IT1Tinois. . The terms of the lease prov1de
that these:"buffer" strips shall remain idle.. ATIZ?SYacré*coo1ingjlake is .-

be1ng constructed on the s1te to serve Un1t 3..

HUD Comment

Except as noted below, the environmental statement of the Commonwealth:Edison -
appears responsive to: the’ Interim: Guidelines-set forth:by. the Council:on -
Environmental Quality:- . The projections made. ‘for™the environmental impact of

Unit 3 are clear and: based on the' empirical .experience of Unit:1.

- The'!Company: -

has demonstrated.that it has worked c]ose]y w1th the State to 1nsure minimal -

harm to the surround1ng env1ronment

27._;



We defer to otheir agencies. for rad1at1on and therma] po]]ut1on standards,
safety, ‘and water qua11ty : .

HUD Reservat1on

: The pre11m1nahy statement is a commendable one. It deals with future growth .

trends in the area, and due to past experience, land use controls" are:estab- .
lished. The:change from. cooling towers which produce -extensive fogging to

a cooling Take.shows. flexibility and- respons1veness to environmental prob]ems.'
However-- there- is 'no indication that.any local or regional planning agency -
has been consulted in-the. design;of Un1t 3. In: general ; we believe that -
consultation with local.planning agencies should be: 1n1t1ated ‘before the

.circulation of environmental- statements: to Federa] agenc1es “In any.-event,

we. suggest that even “though the construction; is. almost’ comp]ete the final
statement-should include comments from a p]ann1ng agency such as- that des1g-

shou]d be subm1tted to

- nated by: the Bureau of the Budget C1rcu1ar A-95 The pre11m1nary statement

State: C]ear1ng House .
Office of the: Governor

~ 205 State: House™ A ,
Spr1ngf1e1d I]11no1s 62706\

:*'ﬁ}*ﬂ:*":*:i*i"

- When the final statement is distributed we. request that a copy be sent: to eur

Regional Administrator, Mr. Francis D. F1sher 360 North M1ch1gan Avenue,
Ch1cago, I111no1s 60601" b o ,

,-'S1ncere1y yours,"

WMM

Charles J. Orlebeke
. Deputy Under Secretary
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