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' • DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20410 

OFFICE OF THE UNDER SECRETARY 

. ! 

Mr. Harold· L. ·Price 
· Di rector ·of· Regulations: '. · 

U. S. :Atomic-c.tnergy. Coirmission 
Washi_ngton,. D·~ c". 205'45._\ 

Dea.r Mr. Price:·. 

AUG 2 7 1970 

. ,,, 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

. ·This: is. in: reply to·your letter,of:A_ugust· 6,q;97()~;·. requ(i!sting HUD comments·· 
on the.•preliminary environmental ·statement•preparedby Commonwealth Edison ' . 
. co~ ·for its·propos.ed Dresden:Nuclear Power Station Unit'3.· (Docket No.' 50(...'249)\ •. 

. ( ..... 
' ' . . -

·Dresden. Unit: 3 ·1 s currently· being· constructed·. on the·. same site· with -.:Uni ts. · 
l.and·2 'and· is expected.to.be O"perational in·the Spring·of T9·71~ •. The site 
was approved in·T956i.·bythe:AEC.for·the construction ·of Unit·l and:has been 
re:'."eval uated as the:. most·'. suitable· for Unit 3;'. Since ·196bl when Unit 1 became 
operational, the Dresden·station·.has been':the:site for much of the' study 
that has been conducted concerning· the. effects. of a nuclear generating .. pl ant· 
on its·, s urroun dings. ·· I Lh as ·a 1 so· been. used .as a· Tr&i n i ng Center.-. The· 95'3:..: . 

· acre: site' is l oc.ated. in' Grundy Co. , 111 inoi s and -is own.ed· by. Commonweal th .. 
· Edison .. ··1ts northern bo,undary is the.Illinois River and-its.eastern-boundary 

is :.alo.ng. the: Kankakee· River~ 1n· addition,· the' company· leases· approximately 
:17·'acres in twe'narrow strips of river.frontage located near the.northeast··. 
comer or the'.site~from the'State oflllinofs;· The:. terms of the.lease·provide 
that· these· 11 buffer 11 .strips shall· remain idle~. A-i:275\ 'acre cooling· lake is · 
bei_ng: constru~ted· on the: site· to·. serve Unit 3 .· · . ·_ · 

HUD Cciri111ent' '. 

Except as noted below,: the: environmental statement of the Corrnnonwealth. Edi son · 
appears responsive to;-the' Interim Guidelines-- set. forth by the Council on · · 
Environmental Qual i.ty~ • . The projections made fot'"·the environmental impact of 
Untt 3 ·are:clear and. based on the' empirical experience of Unit.L. The' Company·· 
has·demonstratedthat it has worked closely·with.the:state to·insure minimal 
harm to. the surrouridi_ng· environment~·. 



... :'!' "-, • \~ • • 
. 2 . 

We defer to ·other agencies.for radiation and thermal pollution standards,· 
safety~ and water.·q_uaLtty~ 

HUD· Reservation 

The. prel iininary statement is a .commendable one.· It deals with future growth 
trends in the area, and due to past· experience, land use controls·are· estab- . 
lished~ The·change from·cooling towers which produce extensive fogging-·to 
a cooling·lake .shows:.flexibHfty· an·d, responsiveness to environmenfal ·problems.· 
However-,- there· is ·no indication th.at .. any_ loca.l or· ry.!gional planning .agency · 
has been consulted in·the:design~of Uni;t 3~ In:general, we believe that 
consultation with.local .. plann·i.ng agencies should·be·''initiated·before the 

. ei-rculation qf envi ronmen-tal statements·• to Fede:ra.l; agencies:·· ·jn any._. event, 
we:suggestthat even··though the construction:is·.alrilost'complete, tne~final. · 
state.ment shoiJl d· include· comments. from a· planning agency such· as. that desi g
nated ·by the .Bureau of the Budget c·ircular A-95·., -The. preliminary stateme.nt . 
shou·l d· be· subfni tted to:· · · ·· · · · ·. -. · 

State. Cl earing' House· , , . .. · · 
Office of the· Goveryior 

· 205' State. House·: · . 
Spri_ngfield, IllJ.nois·: .62706'. i 

. * ' : * ' . * ' . * .' * . ' 

· When the· final statement· is distributed we. request· that a copy be sent to our 
Regional Administrator, ·Mr .. Francis D~ Fisher, 360 North Michigan .Avenue; 
Chi c.ag9, r 1l i noi s 60601 '. · · · · · . . :~" . 

. . . 
. .. -. ,- -

Sincerely yours.,· 
/Jz/ . · .. {_µ-09·~ 

Charles J. Orl ebeke 
Deputy .Under.Secretary 
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