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Mrs. Sunday C. Spong
861 Ixora Lane
Plantation, Florida 33317

Dear tlrs. Spong:

D. Eisenhut
S. Hanauer

ag 7 tget
T. Murley
R. Vollmer
B. Snyder
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This is in reply to your letter of September 11, 1981, to Chairman Palladino
about licensing nuclear power plants, particularly St. Lucie Unit 2.

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has taken a number of steps to
expedite the licensing process while maintaining the protection of the
public health and safety. These actions, together with slippages by
utilities in their estimated dates for completion of construction of
nuclear plants, have reduced or eliminated delays attributed to the
licensing process. For example, the current estimate is that the decision
by the Commission on an operating license for St. Lucie Unit 2 will be
made in October 1982, which is also the time when the utility estimates
that construction will be completed, so that no delay is presently
projected for this case.

You may be interested in the enclosed letter of September 30, 1981, from
Chairman Palladino to Congressman Bevill giving the status of licensing
actions. Included in an attachment are cost estimates associated with
licensing delays.

Enclosure:
Letter dated September 30, 1981

to Congressman Bevill
from Chairman Palladino

Sincerely,
Original Signed by""g"L >hom pson, Jr.

Hugh L. Thompson, Jr., Director
Planning and Program Analysis Staff
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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