
•.... Com.wealth Edison . One First National Plaza, Chicago; Illinois 
Address Reply to: Post Office Box 767 
Chicago, Illinois 60690 . 

November 3, 1980. 

Mr. Harold R.·Denton, Directot 
Office of Nuclear Reattor Regulation 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555 

Subject: Commonwealth Edison Company 
DRAFT Public. Information Mailing 

Dear Mr. Denton; · 

· Concerning Emergency Preparedne~s 
Dresden Station Units 1, 2, and 3; 
Quad Cities Station Units l and 2; 
Zion St~tion Units l and 2; 
LaSalle County Station Units l and 2; 
Byron Station Units .1 and 2; and· 
.Braidwood Station Units l and 2. 
NRC Docket Nos. 50-10/237/249/254, 
50-249/265, 50-295/304, 50-373/374, 
50-454/455, and 50~456/457 
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Entlosed for your information and review is a draft of the 
public information package being developed to satisfy the 
requir~ments of 10 CFR 50, Appendix ~' Section III.D.2. This 
package has been transmitted to the State of Illinois, Iowa, and 
Wisconsin for comment ~rior to final distribution. It is our hope 
to receive comments both from the named state authorities as well as 
the NRC as soon as possible but no later than November 21, 1980, in 
order to allow time for resolution of comments prior to printing and 
mailing. 

The mechanics of distributing this package to the nearly 
25Q,OOO resid~nces ~ithin 10 miles of our nuclear facilitie$ · 
requires initiation 6f the final printirig on o~ before December 1, 
1980, iri order to co~plete the distribution by January 1, 1981. It 
is essential, therefore, ·that we receive any comments you or your 
staff may have as soon as possible. · 

Three (3) copies of the draft public information package 
are enclosed. One (1) copy of this package has been transmitted 
concurrently to Mr; W. Axelson (Region III IE Headquarters) who has 
coordinated the Commonwealth Edison Emergency Plan review. 

.soi 1o5 o'f.2T f 



. - 2 -

--- ------ - --· 

Any questions or comments you may, have on this submittal 
should be directed to this offic:e. 

____ Very· truly yours, 

/~IJJ4 
L. O~ DelGeorge 
Nuclear Licensing Administrator 

cc: RIII ·Resident Inspector - LaSalle 

Mr. W. Ax~lson (RIII IE Headquarters) 

78.87A 
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. FRONT COVER: 

HOW TO PROTECT YOURSELF IN CASE 

OF A NUCLEAR STATION EMERGENCY .. 

. INS IDE FRONT COVER: .·· 

Dear Resident: 

In the unlikely event that a serious accident occurred at one of 
our nuclear generat1ng stations, we want you to know emergency plans exist. 
We developed a plan before our first nuclear station was even completed 
and since then we and the authorities have worked to improve the emergency 
pl ans. · 

Of course, plans only work when the participants know what.to do 
in an emergency. In order to help educate the publicwe are providing this 
booklet to all. people living within a ten-mile radius of any .of our nuclear 
stations. · 

Although it :addresses a nuclear accident, most of the information . 
is applicable to any emergency. Please read it and share it with your family. 

' . . . . ' . . 

If you have any questions or would like additional information, 
please write: Supervisor,. Public Affairs, Commonwealth Edison Company, 
P.O~ Box 767, Chicago, Illinois 60690. 

PAGE 1 

EMERGENCY CHECKLIST 

Stay ind~ors until you are instructed to do otherwise. 

·Stay tuned to your radio or television for information and instructions. (The 
appropriate map page in.this. booklet has specific information on your area.) 

Close all windows and doors tightly. 

Turn off all heating and cooling systems. 

If your building ha~ a .basement, go ~here. · 

If you do not have a basement, keep away from doors and windows. 

· Use the telephone only in emeraency sltuations. 

Keep calm at all times. Panic is your greatest enemy in any emergency. 
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PAGE 2 THRU COMPLETION 

NUCLEAR EMERGENCY PROTECTION PLAN 
. . . . . 

The purpose of this booklet is to t~ll you what to do in case of a nuclear 
generating station emergency. That doesn't.mean it's goirig to happen, or that 
it's even likely to happen.· Nuclear power has been generating electricity 
commercially in the United States since 1959 and no one -- not a single member 
of the public, not a single employee :.._ hcis been injured by radiation as a 
·result of a nuclear.station accident~ But that's no guarantee. ·We -have to 
be prepared. . · 

Since that's a tall order if you're not familiar with some basic information, 
the next few paragraphs should help you cope. 

. . 

Radiation is simply energywhich travels iri the form of particles, or bundles 
called waves. One kind cooks our food in microwave ovens .. Ano·ther, the x-ray, 
lets doctors look. inside our bodies. A third, the radio wave; carries the 
sound we hear. Yet a.fourth, a wave of higher energy, transmits our TV pictures. 

But radiation isn't just man-made. It's a natural phenomenon too, all around 
us, all the time. It comes from the sun,. the stars, the soil .beneath ~ur feet, 
the air we breathe, the water we drink, the food \'le eat, the stone, brick or 
wooden walls that shelter us., even the potassium and carbon in our own bodies .. 

The fact is, we all get more radiation every week from natural sources than 
the av~rage dose people around Three Mile Island got a~ a result of the March 1979 
accident. · 

There's no way to minimize the seriousness of that accident, of course. 
Radiation can be dangerous. But that depends on the amount we receive. As 
you can see from the preceding paragraphs, we're all exposed to low levels 
of radiation every day of our lives. 

Fear, then, can be a more pervasive danger in the event of a nuclear-station 
·emergency. Fear about predictions of cancer and genetic damage. The President's 
Conunission on Three Mile Isfand explained it this waY: 11 The first application· 
of nuclear energy was to atomic bombs which destroyed two major Japanese 
cities. The fear of radiation has been with us. ever since. 11 Consequently, 
the Commission concluded, 11 

••• the most serious health effect of the accident 
·was severe men ta 1 stress, which was short-1ived. 11 

· · 

Studies which tracked people exposed to far more radiation than anyone from 
the Three Mile Island accident, up to ten thousand times more, had similar 
results. They found no excess leukemia, other cancers, or genetic damage due 
to low-level radiation. · 

What all this means is that. we shouldn't panic at the first warning of a .· 
nuclear-station accident. We should take precautions, however, just as ~e 
would in the case of a. tornado, when it's. necessary. Or, in the case of.a 
chemical spill, when it's often necessary to evacuate an area.· 
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. It is this sense of caution that motivated Commonwealth Edison -- despite a 
record of safe operation since 1959 -- to invest 131,000 man ... hours investigating 
the accident at Three Mile Island, as well as commit $260 million on improve
ments designed to make sure nothing 1 i ke it ever happens here .. 

Yes, like so many other things we live with, radiation can be harmful.. But 
treated with caution and common sense, it needn't be frightening. 

THE PLAN 

In the event of an acc·ident at a nuclear generating station involVing a poten
tially dangerous release of radiatiori, the Illinoi~ Plan for Radiological 
Accidents immediately goes into operation~ 

When it does, it triggers a coordinated effort on the part of Commonwealth 
Edison, the Emergency Services and Disaster Agencies .of Illinois, Iowa, and 
Wisconsin (whichever are involved), the Illinois Department of Nuclear Safety, 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, all nearby lcical governments and, if 
necessary, private service organizations like the Red Cross and Salvation Army. 

They will only have one priority. To protect the public.· 

That means no one· should .be confused. The min~te a nuclear e~ergency is 
declared, the Emergency Broadcast System ~ill also go into effect. All radio 
and televis.ion stations will continuously update the situation, as well as 
provide people with information on how to protect themselves and their families. · 

WHAT TO DO AND WHEN TO DO IT 

You'll be warned in several ways, just as you would during a tornado alert: 
over the radio, television or public-address system, by siren, even word of 
mouth. · · 

If you didn't hear it on the radio or TV, though, be sure to turn on one or . 
the other as soon as you can and then stay tuned. They're your best sources· 
of reliable, up-to-the-~inute information and instructions (traffic reports, 
shelter locations, evacuation directions, etc.). · 

Don't -- r~peat, don't -- call the police or sheriff or fire.department or 
anyone else unless it's absolutely necessary (and then limit your call to one 
minute if you can). The phone lines have to be kept open for use by emergency 
personnel. 

Finally, respond promptly to all instructions .. If you're asked to take shelter 
. indoors and remain ther~, do it quickly. If you're asked .to evacuate the area, 
get your family and pets together, pack (see chetklist), plan your route, and 
leave as soon as possible. 
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STAYING: 11 SHELTER-IN:-PLACE 11 

A shelter-in-place. announcement means "stay indoors" or "get indoors. 11 If 
you're outsid.e at the time, head for home irrmediately (or, in a pinch, for 
any place that.'11 take you). Wherever you end up, though, take the following 
p~ecautions to reduce the risk of radiation exposure: 

' . . . 

1. · Make sure the doors and windows are shut and tightly sea 1 ed. 

2. ·Turn off the heating or cooling system if ft's bringing air in from the 
· outside. 

3. Move to the basement if you have one. lf not, stay away from-the doors 
and windows. · 

. ' . . 

4. Keep everybody -- including pets -- inside, stay calm, and tune in to a 
local radio or tele~ision station for further instructioris. 

5. Refer to the appropriate map page in this booklet for infonnation on 
evacuation routes and Care Centers in your area in case instructions are 
changed to "evacuation. 11 

GOING: "EVACUATION" 

An evacuation a~nouncement applies only to people living or taking shelter in 
an area that's been ordered evacuated~ No one else. _Don't run just because 
people elsewhere are being evacuated. It only clogs the roads, adds to the 
confusion and jeopardizes everyone. Besides, you could proceed right into 
the path of the radiation. On the oth~r-hand, i.f you've been asked to evacuate, 
don't dawdle or attempt to take every last possession along. Instead: 

1.. Gather your family together. If your children are in school and the school 
is in an evacuation zone, do not try to pick theme up. They will be 
transported out of the area to a safe location where you may go to get 
them. · · · 

2~ Pack only essenti~l items (see ~heckli~t}. 

3. Turn off gas, electricity and water. 

4. Lock the windows and doors. 

5 •. Don't get on the road with a car in poor running order or that has a nearly 
empty gas tank . 

. 6. Don't turn your pets loose. You can bring them along if you have a place 
to go other than the .Care Centers. But then~ remember to take leashes, 

· di shes, carriers, etc., and a supply of dry and/or canned food. 
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7. If you have livestock, make sure they're accounted for. And, if possible, 
make provisions for feeding and watering them. As soon as it's safe, 
you'll be permitted to return and care.for them. 

8. Know where you're going .•. which direction is safe, which routes are open, 
where you can_ stop for the night, etc. 

. . 

· 9. Don't rush. You.' re a lot more likely to get hurt that way than you are by 
the release of radiation. 

WORDS TO THE WISE 

Since you may have to leave your home on short notice for any one of a number 
of accidents including nuclear, flooding and chemical spills, you can do some 
things now to make things easier later. There are four sensible ways to. 
prepare yourself for~ emergency. 

1. Collect your .important papers and store them in a safe place. They should· 
all be together so that you can take them with you, if you want, without 
wasting time searching for them. · ·· 

· 2. Set aside another place for emergency gear such as flashlight, extra 
·batteries, extra sets of ·car keys, a First Aid kit, fire extinguisher, and 
other items that you may want quickly. 

3. Make a ~ist of things jou'll need to take with you, and make sure you always 
have them on hand. · 

. . 

4. Keep your car in good running.order with an adequate supply of fuel. 

FOR THE HANDICAPPED 

Contact your local Emergency and Disaster Agency. There are special evacuation 
procedures.for the handicapped • 

. FOR MORE INFORMATION ON RADIATION 

Write Supervisor of Public Affairs, Corrnnonwealth Edison. Company, P.O. Box 767, · 
Chicago, Illinois 60690. · 
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WHAT YOU MAY WANT TO TAKE BESIDES YOUR LOVED ONES 

These are only general suggestions for any evacuation~ 
, . ·_ apply to everyone. · 

CLOTHING & BEDDING 

A.· Enough seasonal clothing for one week 
B. Sheets, blankets, sleeping bags · · 

FOOD SUPPLIES 

·. A~ Canned or dried foots 
B. Water (bottles/canteens) 
C. Metal of plastic plates & utensils 
D~ Pans, can opener~ 
E. Napkins 

MEDICAL SUPPLIES 

A •. First aid kit & bandages . 
B. Prescription medicines & prescriptions 

PERSONAL ITEMS 

A. ·Soap and towels 
. B. Shaving articles 

C. Toothpaste and toothbrushes 
.D. Sanitary supplies· 
E. Toilet paper 
F. Required papers (aut~ r~gistrition & credit cards) 

CHILDREN & INFANTS 

A. Dispasabl_e diapers and powder 
B. Bottles 
C. Milk/formula 

OTHER SUPP LI ES 

· ·A. Flashlight 
B. Candles/matches 
C. Portable radi6/batteries 
D •. Plastit or paper bag~ 
E. H<ind tools (for car repairs) 

Theyobv'iously don't· 

.:... -------·------------------. ·--.-~-




