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UNITED STATES 
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20555-0001 

October 8, 1997 

Ms. Irene Johnson, Acting Manager 
Nuclear Regulatory Services 
Commonwealth Edison Company 
Executive Towers West Ill 
1400 Opus Place, Suite 500 
Downers Grove, IL 60515 

SUBJECT: IMPLEMENTATION OF STATION BLACKOUT RULE MODIFICATIONS FOR 
DRESDEN, UNITS 2 AND 3 (TAC NOS. M97947 AND M97948) 

Dear Ms. Johnson: 

5()-237 

By letters dated September 1 and November 22, 1995, Commonwealth Edison Company 
(ComEd, the licensee) informed the NRC of unavoidable delays in the completion of the Alternate 
AC (AAC) power sources being installed at Dresden, Units 2 and 3, to meet the requirement of 
1 O CFR 50.63 - Station Blackout (SBO) rule. In the letters, Com Ed committed to complete all 
SBO modifications before the restart of each unit from the next scheduled refueling outage for 
each unit. The next scheduled refueling outage for Unit 2 was D2R14 (April 1996) and the next 
scheduled refueling outage for Unit 3 was D3R14 (December 1996). 

The NRC staff reviewed the remaining modifications to be completed in the upcoming refueling 
outages and what had already been installed at the station to cope with SBO. Based on the 
licensee's information, the staff concluded that the new schedule for completing the SBO 

· modifications was acceptable. By letter dated December 18, 1995, the staff granted the 
licensee's request for extending the schedule for completing the SBO modifications. In the letter, 
the NRC requested that Com Ed provide written confirmation of the completion of the SBO 
modifications 30 days following the restart of each unit from the upcoming refueling outages. 

By letter dated December 17, 1996, ComEd informed the staff that all SBO modifications had 
been completed for Unit 2 and that the D3R14 refueling outage completion had changed from 
December 1996 until June 1997. Dresden, Unit 2, restarted from D2R14 on April 15, 1996. 

By letter dated September 4, 1997, ComEd informed the NRC staff that all SBO modifications 
had been completed for Dresden, Unit ,3, during D3R14. Dresden, Unit 3, restarted from its 
refueling outage on June 16, 1997. 

ComEd has not been timely in providing the requested 30-day written confirmation on the 
completion of the SBO modifications. On a similar issue, by letter dated October 8, 1996, 
ComEd reported on testing and inspection of the Emergency Core Cooling System suction 

. strainers required by NRC Bulletin 95-02, "Unexpected Clogging of a Residual Heat Removal 
(RHR) Pump Strainer While Operating in Suppression Pool Cooling Mode." The confirmations of 
the test results were to be provided to the NRC with 1 O days following the required testing and 
inspection. The testing and inspection were completed on May 29, 1996; however, the results . I 
were not provided in writing to the NRC until October 8, 1996. \ · 
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TIME REQUESTED 
The NRC requests that ComEd take specific action to ensure that future correspondence 
regarding the written confirmation of the corf91teti'00TD~~g~lQf:Y2requirements and other 
required actions be issued in a timely manner.- This wilr allow the design bases of the facility and 
the Updated Final Safety Analysis to reflect the up-to-date plant conditions. 

This completes the staffs actions under TAC Nos. M97947 and M97948. 

Docket Nos. 50-237, 50-249 

cc: see next page 
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Sincerely, 

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY: 

John F. Stang, Senior Project Manager 
Project Directorate 111-2 
Division of Reactor Projects - Ill/IV 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

DOCUMENT NAMI: G:\~NTJR\DRESDEN\DR97947.LTR 
To receive a copy of h s;:focunent,,.-i-i:i._dicat~. in the box: "C" =Copy without e nclosures "E" = Copy with enclosures "N" = No copy 
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The NRC requests that ComEd take specific action to ensure that future correspondence 
regarding the written confirmation of the completion of regulatory requirements and other 
required actions be issued in a timely manner. This will allow the design bases of the facility and 
the Updated Final Safety Analysis to reflect the up-to-date plant conditions. 

This completes the staffs actions under TAC Nos. M97947 .and M97948. 

Docket Nos. 50-237, 50-249. 

cc: see next page 
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Sincerely, 

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY: 

John F. Stang, Senior Project Manager 
Project Directorate 111-2 
Division of Reactor Projects - Ill/IV 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
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The NRC requests that ComEd take specific action to ensure that future correspondence · 
regarding .the written confirmation of the completion of regulatory requirements and other 
required actions be issued in a timely manner. This will allow the design bases of the facility and 
the Updated Final Safety Analysis to reflect the up-to-date plant conditions. · 

This completes the staffs actions under TAC Nos. M97947 and M97948. 

Docket Nos. 50-237, 50-249 

cc: see next page 

Sincerely, 

. !:. ~~or Projeci Manager 
Project Directorate 111-2 
Division of Reactor Projects - Ill/IV · 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

-·----~~------~ ·-··-------------.. ··~· ···-·--··-····~--·····-·-··-·· 
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Commonwealth Edison Company 

cc: 

Michael I. Miller, Esquire 
Sidley and Austin 
One First National Plaza 
Chicago, Illinois 60603 

Site Vice President 
Dresden Nuclear Power Station 
6500 North Dresden Road 
Morris, Illinois 60450-9765 

Station Manager 
Dresden Nuclear Power Station 
6500 North Dresden Road 
Morris, Illinois 60450-9765 

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Resident Inspectors Office 
Dresden Station 
6500 North Dresden Road 
Morris, Illinois 60450-9766 

Regional Administrator 
U.S. NRC, Region Ill 
801 Warrenville Road 
Lisle, Illinois 60532-4351 

Illinois Department of Nuclear Safety 
Office of Nuclear Facility Safety 
1035 Outer Park Drive 
Springfield, Illinois 62704 

Chairman 
Grundy County Board 
Administration Building 
1320 Union Street 
Morris, Illinois 60450 

Document Control Desk-Licensing 
Commonwealth Edison Company 
1400 Opus Place, Suite 400 
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515 

Dresden Nuclear Power Station 
Unit Nos. 2 and 3 


