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June 27, 2017
ATTN: Rulemakings and Adjudications Staff
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-001

SUBJECT:             Comments on Draft Regulatory Basis Document for Rulemaking for Emergency
Preparedness for Small Modular Reactors and Other New Technologies (Rulemaking Docket No.
NRC-2015-0225)
As Mayors of communities in Eastern Idaho fortunate to have the Idaho National Laboratory in our
backyard, we are pleased to offer comments on the Draft Regulatory Basis Document for
Rulemaking for Emergency Preparedness for Small Modular Reactors and Other New Technologies
(“Draft Regulatory Basis”). The Idaho National Laboratory and eastern Idaho have played an
important role in our country’s safe, responsible development of nuclear energy. We expect that our
region will continue to play a leadership role as nuclear technology evolves, possibly to include
hosting a future small modular reactor in the future.
We appreciate the NRC’s effort to reevaluate and modernize its Emergency Preparedness (“EP”)
framework in light of the new types of nuclear reactors currently being envisioned. The inherent
safety features of SMRs and other next-generation reactors, including below-ground siting and
passive cooling capabilities, mean that the consequences of an emergency can in most cases be
limited to the site itself or nearby proximity. We agree with the Commission that this rulemaking will
provide more clarity, stakeholder input, and stability on the EP framework for next-generation
reactors.
We support the work done to date by the Nuclear Energy Institute (“NEI”) to develop a path forward
for modernizing the NRC’s EP framework, including: (i) defining emergency planning zones (“EPZs”)
using a dose/distance approach based on appropriate protective action guidelines established by
Federal agencies; and (ii) eliminating unnecessary EP requirements when an EPZ is determined to be
entirely from the plant site.
We encourage the NRC to reemphasize the role of “risk-informed” considerations in the EP
rulemaking particularly as it evaluates new technology with engineered safety features incorporated
in the design that will further reduce accident consequences. We firmly believe regulations should
evolve to represent the technology under consideration.
We appreciate the work of the NRC and its important mission of protecting public health and safety
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related to nuclear energy. As the elected officials of communities who have lived with a successful
nuclear mission in our backyard including testing many reactor types, we appreciate the importance
of a delicate balance as our country continues to develop the next generation of reliable, clean
nuclear energy.
Sincerely,

Mayors of Eastern Idaho:

Mayor Rebecca L. Noah Casper                                               
City of Idaho Falls                          
Mayor Brian Blad
City of Pocatello
Mayor Jerry Merrill
City of Rexburg
Mayor Dana Kirkham
City of Ammon
Mayor Kevin B. England
City of Chubbuck
Mayor Paul M. Loomis
City of Blackfoot
Mayor Jason Richardson
City of Rigby
Mayor Brad D. Andersen
City of Iona
Mayor Larry Barrett
City of Aberdeen
Mayor David D. Ogden
City of Sugar City
Mayor Larry Lovell
City of Ririe
(See attached files)
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SUBJECT:

Comments on Draft Regulatory Basis Document for Rulemaking for Emergency Preparedness for
Small Modular Reactors and Other New Technologies (Rulemaking Docket No. NRC-2015-0225)

As Mayors of communities in Eastern Idaho fortunate to have the Idaho National Laboratory in our backyard,
we are pleased to offer comments on the Draft Regulatory Basis Document for Rulemaking for Emergency
Preparedness for Small Modular Reactors and Other New Technologies (“Draft Regulatory Basis”). The Idaho
National Laboratory and eastern Idaho have played an important role in our country’s safe, responsible
development of nuclear energy. We expect that our region will continue to play a leadership role as nuclear
technology evolves, possibly to include hosting a future small modular reactor in the future.
We appreciate the NRC’s effort to reevaluate and modernize its Emergency Preparedness (“EP”) framework in
light of the new types of nuclear reactors currently being envisioned. The inherent safety features of SMRs
and other next-generation reactors, including below-ground siting and passive cooling capabilities, mean that
the consequences of an emergency can in most cases be limited to the site itself or nearby proximity. We
agree with the Commission that this rulemaking will provide more clarity, stakeholder input, and stability on
the EP framework for next-generation reactors.
We support the work done to date by the Nuclear Energy Institute (“NEI”) to develop a path forward for
modernizing the NRC’s EP framework, including: (i) defining emergency planning zones (“EPZs”) using a
dose/distance approach based on appropriate protective action guidelines established by Federal agencies;
and (ii) eliminating unnecessary EP requirements when an EPZ is determined to be entirely within the plant
site.
We encourage the NRC to reemphasize the role of “risk-informed” considerations in the EP rulemaking
particularly as it evaluates new technology with engineered safety features incorporated in the design that will
further reduce accident consequences. We firmly believe regulations should evolve to represent the
technology under consideration.
We appreciate the work of the NRC and its important mission of protecting public health and safety related to
nuclear energy. As the elected officials of communities who have lived with a successful nuclear mission in our
backyard including testing many reactor types, we appreciate the importance of a delicate balance as our
country continues to develop the next generation of reliable, clean nuclear energy.
Sincerely,

6/26/17

Dear Nuclear Regulatory Commission Staff,
Thank you for the opportunity to express our opinions concerning the new nuclear technologies
being developed and the safety factors you are considering.
Eastern Idahoans in general are excited to see these next generation reactors developed and we
live in confidence that the lab officials and engineers at INL are some of the best in the world.
We applaud and support their efforts to help with development of the small modular reactors as
well as other new technologies involved with nuclear power. We believe, along with them, that
nuclear power is the best option for the future.
With that, I would like to concur with all the points mentioned in Mayor Casper’s letter and
emphasize that we support considering new safety guidelines based on the risk involved with
the new concepts and designs of the small modular reactors and other concepts as they come
forth.
Thank you for your diligence in this very important work.

Best Regards,

Jerry L. Merrill

Mayor Jerry Merrill/City of Rexburg
35 North 1st East Rexburg, ID 83440 P. O. Box 280
Phone 208.359.3020 Fax 208.359.3022
cityhall@rexburg.org www.rexburg.org

