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Subj: REPLY TO A NOTICE OF VIOLATION: NRC SPECIAL INSPECTION REPORT 
NO. 99990001/2015001, UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 

Ref: (a) NRC special inspection report no. 99990001/2015001, United States Coast Guard, 
and notice of violation, 08 May 2017 

1. The Coast Guard does not contest the severity level-IV violation cited in reference (a) for 
"failing to transfer or dispose of devices containing byproduct material by authorized means 
specified in 10 CFR 31.5(c)(8)(i)." Since the NRC's original notification in July 2014 that a 
former Coast Guard HH-52 helicopter located at the New England Air Museum still had the 
radioactive In-Flight Blade Inspection System (IBIS) installed, the Coast Guard has diligently 
worked to locate any other similarly-equipped, retired aircraft and ensure the IBIS was properly 
tested, removed, and returned to the original equipment manufacturer (OEM), General 
Nucleonics Inc., for final disposition. 

2. This violation resulted from not following established demilitarization procedures for 
removing IBIS equipment from HH-52 and HH-3 helicopters upon retirement from service. . 
Toward the end of the retireme.nt project when only a few aircraft remained, the Coast Guard did 
not properly demilitarize and remove IBIS when making some direct deliveries vice processing 
through the Air Force Aircraft Maintenance and Regeneration Group (AMARG), which was the 
established procedure. This break in established procedure contributed to the Coast Guard 
loosing accountability on 6 aircraft equipped with IBISs from approximately 1989 until July 
2014. After a three-year exhaustive internal investigation, the Coast Guard concluded IBIS 
equipment was properly removed from all but 6 of the 122 affected aircraft. 

3. Upon notification, the Coast Guard rapidly assembled an investigative project team to locate, 
remediate, and dispose of IBIS equipment that could be in the public domain. The team 
conducted extensive web-based research and investigated Coast Guard and General Services 
Administration property records and other historical references. The team was able to locate 
original Coast Guard maintenance procedures for IBIS as well as the HH-52 retirement plan, 
which specified removing IBIS during AMARG demilitarization. Initial external search efforts 
focused on identifying the current locations of retired HH-52 helicopters and then, if possible, 
photographic verification of these airframes' IBIS status. This extensive investigation involved 
hundreds of staff-work hours for online and document research, phone queries, emails, and 
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correspondence to follow-up on potential leads. Many retired aircraft have since been scrapped 
or cannibalized for parts, which greatly complicated the team's attempt to find current locations. 
Additionally, many aircraft had changed hands several times since leaving the Coast Guard's 
inventory. The project team had to track helicopter ownership history to locate or confirm status. 
The thorough investigation reduced the actual number ofIBIS removals to five (four HH-52s and 
one HH-3); the sixth aircraft is still flying and discussed in paragraph ·4. The project team 
utilized certified nuclear material safety and remediation contractors; Advanced Technologies & 
Laboratories International Inc (ATL) and Radiological Safety Associates (RSA), to conduct on
site and follow-on laboratory contamination testing during the removal process; all tests resulted 
in negative findings for contamination. Removed IBIS equipment was shipped to the OEM for 
further disposition in accordance with 10 CPR 31.5. 

4. One former Coast Guard HH-52 equipped with IBIS is still flying for a civil operator, Heli
flite Inc - Aris Helicopters, of Riverside, California. Multiple conversations with the owner 
suggest that their IBIS is in good working order and poses no threat to the public. The Coast 
Guard is working with the State of California, the NRC, and the OEM to properly transfer 
licensing for this IBIS from Coast Guard to Aris Helicopters. I am sending official 
correspondence to the NRC Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards and the OEM to 
document the physical transfer of IBIS devices to Aris Helicopters. The State of California, an 
Agreement State, must provide direction to Aris Helicopter on how to meet its requirement for 
proper licensing of the IBIS equipment Aris currently possesses. 
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Enclosures: · (1) My letter to General Nucleonics Inc. 
(2) My memo 8128 to NRC 

Copy: Region Administrator, Region 1, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
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