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On 1/10/98 at 1325 hours with Unit 1 in Condition 1 (Power Operation) at 100 percent power, the control room received the stack
monitoring Hi-Hi radiation and the stack monitoring system trouble alarms. A Nuclear Plant Operator (NPO; utility; non-licensed) was
dispatched to the local panel. The NPO identified that the sample flowwas indicating zero with the sample pump running. The Unit 1

Reactor Building Reactor Building Vent Monitoring System was declared inoperable and LCOs 3.3.7.5 and 3.3.7.11 were entered.
Alternate sampling was established within 25 minutes from the receipt of the alarms. The Unit 1 Reactor Building Vent Monitoring
System was repaired (tubing to the stack flow transmitter reconnected) and returned to service on 1/11/98. The cause of the event was
determined to be that tubing for the sample flow transmitter lost resilience and separated from its connection. The Technical
Specification requirement to continuously sample this release point for particulate and iodine activity (Technical Specification 3.3.7.11
Action 112 and Technical Specification 4.11.2.1) could not be met during the 25 minutes it took,to implement alternate continuous
sampling. This event was determined to be reportable in accordance with 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(l)(B). Corrective actions include the
reconnection of the tubing to the stack flow transmitter, inspecting the existing tubing for degradation, the future replacement of the
tubing on all vent monitors and revising the action to allow a period of time to restore continuous sampling as part of the Improved
Technical Specification implementation. Analysis of the particulate filter and iodine cartridge showed no abnormal activity, when
averaged over the sample period. During this same period of time, there were no changes in plant conditions or other indications of
high levels of particulate or iodine activity which could cause any abnormal release during this 25 minute period. Therefore, it is
reasonable to conclude that no significant release could have occurred while the sampling was lost in this vent. As such, there were no
consequences to the health and safety of the public.
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EVENT DESCRIPTION

On 1/10/98 at 1325 hours with Unit 1 in Condition 1 (Power Operation) at 100 percent power, the control room
received the stack monitoring Hi-Hi radiation and the stack monitoring system trouble alarms. A Nuclear Plant
Operator (NPO; utility; non-licensed) was dispatched to the local panel. The NPO identiTied that the sample
flowwas indicating zero with the sample pump running. The Unit 1 Reactor Building Reactor Building Vent
Monitoring System (EIIS Code: IL) was declared inoperable and Technical Specification Limiting Conditions for
Operation (LCOs) 3.3.7.5 and 3.3.7.11 were entered. Alternate sampling was established within 25 minutes
from the receipt of the alarms. The Unit 1 Reactor Building Vent Monitoring System was repaired (tubing to the
stack flow transmitter reconnected) and returned to service on 1/11/98.

CAUSE OF EVENT

The cause of the event was determined to be that tubing for the sample flow transmitter lost resilience and
separated from its connection.

REPORTABILITY/ANALYSIS

On 1/10/98 from 1325 to 1350, continuous sampling from the Unit 1 Reactor building vent was lost due to
disconnected tubing on the stack flow transmitter. The Technical Specification requirement to continuously
sample this release point for particulate and iodine activity (Technical Specification 3.3.7.11 Action 112 and
Technical Specification 4.11.2.1) could not be met during the 25 minutes it took to implement alternate
continuous sampling. This event was determined to be reportable in accordance with 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)(B)
in that there is no time period allowed to reestablish continuous sampling in the current Technical
Specifications.

Analysis of the particulate filterand iodine cartridge which provided effluent sampling of the time immediately
before and immediately after the 25 minute interruption in sampling, showed no abnormal activity; when
averaged over the sample period. During this same period of time, there were no changes in plant conditions
or other indications of high levels of particulate or iodine activity which could cause any abnormal release
during this 25 minute period. Therefore, it is reasonable to conclude that no significant release could have
occurred while the sampling was lost in this vent. As such, there were no consequences to the health and
safety of the public.

In accordance with the guidelines provided in NUREG-1022, Supplement 1, Item 14.1, the required submission
date for this report was determined to be February 9, 1998.
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CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

The following corrective action has been completed:

~ The tubing for the flow transmitter was reconnected.

The following near-term corrective action is being taken:

~ The tubing in all vent monitors is being inspected for degradation.

The following corrective actions are to be taken:

~ The tubing in all vent monitors will be replaced:

~ In conjunction with the implementation of the Improved Technical Specifications, the action
statement will be revised to allow a period of time to restore continuous sampling to the vents

~ Preventative Maintenance Procedure will be written for the vent monitor tubing.

ADDITIONALINFORMATION

Past Similar Events: Docket No. 50-387 LER 96-008-00
LER 94-005-00
LER 85-013-00
LER 84-039-00

50-388 LER 97-005-00

Failed Component: None
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