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Pennsylvania Power 8 Light Company
Two North Ninth Street ~ Allentown, PA 18101-1179 ~ 610/774-5151

October 18, 1996

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attn: Document Control Desk
Mail Station P1-137
Washington, DC 20555

SUSQUEHANNA STEAM ELECTRIC STATION
LICENSEE EVENT REPORT 50-387/96-012-00
PLAS'- 685 FILE R41-2

Docket No. 50-387
License No. NPF-14

Attached is Licensee Event Report 96-012-00. This report is being made pursuant to
10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)(B) as a condition prohibited by the plant's Technical Specifications in that
a continuous firewatch was not established when a fire detection string was removed from
service with a fire barrier inoperable in the same fire zone.

G. J. Kuczynski
Plant Manager - Susquehanna SES

Attachment

cc: Mr. H. J. Miller
Regional Administrator
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road
King of Prussia, PA 19406

Mr. Kenneth M. Jenison
Sr. Resident Inspector
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P. O. Box 35
Berwick, PA 18603-0035
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NRC FORM 3dds
(d49

U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORYCOMMISSION

LICENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER)
TEXT CONTINUATION

APPROVED OMB NO. 31594104
EXPIRES 43N92

ESTIMATEDBURDEN PER RESPONSE TO COMPLYWITHTHrS INFORMATIONCOLLECBON
REQUEST: 50.0 HRS. FORWARD COMMENTS REGARDING BURDEN ESTIMATETO THE
RECORDS AND REPORTS MANAGEMENTBRANCH (PN), U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSON, WASHINGTON, DC 20555. ANDTO THE PAPERWORK REDUCTION PROJECT
(31504104), OFFICE OF MANAGEMENTANDBUDGET, WASHINGTON, DC 20503

FACIVIYNAME(I)

Unit 1

DOCKET NUMBER (2)

YEAR:~>P'a."
:1:A's)

LER NUMBER

SEQUENTIAL
NUMBER

REVISION
NUMBER

PAGE

Susquehanna Steam Electric Station 0 5 0 0 0 3 8 7 9 6 0 1 2 0 0 OF

TEXTdfmare space is rerIrked, Irse eddrusnel NRC Farm 3ddA's) (1 7)

DESCRIPTION OF EVENT

At 0630 hours September 15, 1996, with Unit 1 in Condition 5 (Refueling) at 0% power, Simplex Fire
Detection Zone 89 (Alarm Point 113-104; EIIS Code: IC) was removed from service. This impairment
removed all detection service in Fire Zones 1-4G, 1-5B and 1-5C. Concurrently, Thermo-Lag Raceway Fire
Barrier impairment in Fire Zone 1-5B had established an hourly firewatch with operable fire detection in the
area (Alarm 113-104). With Alarm Point 113-104 removed from service and thus inoperable, a continuous
firewatch was required to be established in Fire Zone 1-5B within one hour in accordance with Technical
Specification 3.7.7. A continuous firewatch was not established as required until September 18, 1996 at
1145 hours.

CAUSE OF EVENT

The root causes of this condition were:

~ Incomplete implementation of improvements in our process for tracking fire protection impairments.
Changes were made to enhance this process, but adequate training was not provided to Operations
Unit Supervisors on the use of the plant's computerized system status file search function by fire zone.
This resulted in a Unit Supervisor's failure to recognize the requirement for operable fire detection in
Fire Zone 1-5B.

REPORTABILITYI ANALYSIS

This event was determined to be reportable per 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)(B) as a condition prohibited by
Technical Specification in that the Limiting Condition for Operation action statement was not entered for
inoperable fire detection in combination with an inoperable fire barrier. This event had no safety
consequences. Had a fire occurred in Fire Zone 1-5B with both fire detection and the Thermo-Lag fire
barriers out of service, it is unlikely that the fire would have progressed enough to have caused significant
damage due to the limited exposed combustible loading in the zone and the coverage by an hourly
firewatch. There were no consequences or compromises to public health and safety as a result of this
event.

In accordance with guidance provided in NUREG 1022, Supplement 1, item 14.1, the required submission
date for this report was determined to be October 18, 1996.

NRC Form 366A (649)



NRC FORM 3dde
(54N

U.S. NUCLEAR REGUIATORYCOMMISSION

LICENSEE EVENT REPORT (LER)
TEXT CONTINUATION

APPROVED OMB NO. 31590104
EXPIRES: 40$ 92

ESTIMATEDBURDEN PER RESPONSE TO COMPLYWAHT10S INFORMATIONCOLLECllON
REOUESP. 50.0 HRS. FORWARD COMMENTS REGARINIG BURDEN ESTIMATETO THE
RECORDS ANDREPORTS MANAGEMENTBRANCH (P430). U.S. NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSON, WASHINGTON, DC 20555. ANDTO THE PAPERWORK REDUCTION PROJECT
(31500104), OFFICE OF MANAGEMENTAND BUDGET, WASHINGTON, DC 20503.

FACUIYNAME (1)

Unit 1

DOCKET NUMBER (2) ~ LER NUMBER

SEOUENDAL
NUMBER

REVISION
NUMBER

PAGE

Susquehanna Steam Electric Station 0 6 0 0 0 3 8 7 9 6 0 1 2 0 0 OF

TEXT Pfmore epeoe ie reqoked, eee eddrtlonel NRC Form 366A 4) (r7)

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

The following corrective actions were identified and are completed:

~ Upon discovery of this condition, the required continuous firewatch was established.

~ A new deficiency management process was put in place subsequent to our failure to fully implement
improvements in our process for tracking fire protection impairments. The new deficiency management
process would have prevented this failure in that it provides a more effective commitment tracking
mechanism.

Actions to prevent recurrence include:

~ Non-routine training will be provided to operations supervisors to prevent occurrence of a similar event.

~ Training will be provided during requalification to Operations Unit Supervisors on the use of the plant's
computerized system status file search function by fire zone, as well as the Technical Specification
required tie between Technical Specifications 3.7.7 and 3.3.7.9 (fire barriers and fire detection).

~ A computerized Fire Protection Impairment Tracking System capable of identifying attributes and
interdependences for fire protection impairments is being developed.

~ 'ntil the computerized system is in place, additional reviews of fire forms will be performed by
scheduling personnel as part of the work release process.

ADDITIONALINFORMATION

Previous Similar Reported Event: None

Failed Component Information: Not Applicable

NRC Form 366A (649)


