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ClinchRiverESPEISCEm Resource

From: Dustin Boles <dustin_boles@fws.gov>
Sent: Thursday, May 04, 2017 2:56 PM
To: ClinchRiverESPEIS
Cc: Robbie Sykes
Subject: [External_Sender] USFWS Tennessee Field Office Comments Regarding the CRN ESP 

Public Scoping and EIS NOI
Attachments: 2017-CPA-0711 TVA Clinch River Small Modular Reactor EIS NOI Oak Ridge_letter.pdf

Please see the attached document which is the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s comments on the proposed Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission’s proposal to prepare an environmental impact statement and conduct a scoping process. 
Please anticipate that a hard copy will be mailed in addition to the electronic record. 
Thank You, 
Dustin Boles 
Fish and Wildlife Biologist 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Ecological Services  
446 Neal Street  
Cookeville, Tennessee 38501 
931-525-4984 
Email: dustin_boles@fws.gov 

NOTE: This email correspondence and any attachments to and from this sender are subject to the Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) and may be disclosed to third parties. 
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United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Tennessee ES Office
446 Neal Street

Cookeville, Tennessee 38501

April 21, 2017

Ms. Cindy Bladey
Office of Administration
OWFN-12-H08
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

Subject: Docket ID NRC-2016-0119

FWS#2017-CPA-0711. Notice of Intent for the Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
to Prepare an Environmental Impact Statement and Conduct a Scoping Process
for the Clinch River Nuclear Site located in Roane County, Tennessee.

Dear Ms. Bladey:

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) personnel have reviewed the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission’s (NRC) Notice of Intent to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to 
address the proposed Clinch River Nuclear Site (CRN), which would be situated on an 
approximately 1,200 acre site along the Clinch River in Roane County, Tennessee.  The NOI 
indicates that Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) has submitted an early site permit for the CRN.
The proposed EIS would consider the environmental impacts of two (2) or more small modular 
reactor modules (up to 800 MWe, 2420 MWt).

Potential natural resource impacts evaluated in the EIS would include air quality, surface water, 
groundwater, aquatic ecology, vegetation, wildlife, threatened and endangered species, wetlands, 
forest resources, and natural areas and parks.  In addition, NRC would evaluate socioeconomic 
impacts and impacts on archaeological and historic resources and aesthetics (visual, noise and 
odors).  

The Service has reviewed recent and historical endangered species collection records within the 
locality of the proposed project site.  Records indicate that several federally listed terrestrial and 
aquatic species occur within the vicinity of the site identified by NRC/TVA. Due to the presence 
of these species within the proposed project vicinity, we request that NRC, or a designated 
representative thereof, work closely with the Service when addressing threatened and endangered 
species within the action area to ensure that the appropriate species and federally designated 
critical habitats are included in an assessment. While we realize that TVA has extensive records 



2

for federally listed and at-risk species in its Natural Heritage Database, we also suggest that NRC
utilize the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Information for Planning and Conservation (IPaC) 
system located at: https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/, in addition to TVA’s Natural Heritage Database, to 
obtain the most comprehensive species information.  The proposed action area can be input into 
IPaC and a current species list, appropriate for the proposed project, will immediately be 
produced.  Furthermore, the Service recommends the development of a Biological Assessment, 
as required by 50 CFR 402.12, which would analyze the potential effects of the action on listed 
and proposed species and designated and proposed critical habitat.  The Biological Assessment 
will identify whether any such species or habitat are likely to be adversely affected by the action 
and is used in determining whether formal consultation or a conference is necessary.  When 
evaluating potential impacts to species, both direct and indirect impacts should be considered.

Additionally, we recommend that NRC address and include known locations of wetlands during 
their analysis with determinations of potential future effects to the resource.  We also request that 
NRC coordinate frequently and early with the Service regarding the proposed action to remain in 
compliance with section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).  Additionally, the Service request that NRC coordinate in regards to any 
potential survey efforts for threatened and endangered species.

We further recommend that NRC address and include known locations of migratory birds,
afforded certain levels of protection under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 (16 U.S.C., 
Chapter 7, Subchapter II), and determine potential future effects to these resources. In addition, 
we request that NRC determine the potential for presence and effects to the bald eagle 
(Haliaeetus leucocephalus) in the action area.  This species is currently afforded certain levels of 
protection under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668-668c), enacted in 
1940, and the MBTA. NRC should also identify hibernacula utilized by at-risk or federally 
listed bat species in the vicinity of the action area and determine if the proposed action could 
affect any individuals.  

As NRC proceeds with its analysis, we will provide additional comments specific to the action.
We can also provide a comprehensive list of species which we feel could be affected by the 
proposed action at a later date, upon request. Please anticipate that a representative of the 
Service will attend the Public Scoping Meeting on May 15, 2017.  If you have any questions 
regarding our comments, please contact Dustin Boles of my staff at 931/525-4984 or by email at 
dustin_boles@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Mary E. Jennings
Field Supervisor


