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Nuclear Information and Resource Service ~ Beyond Nuclear ~ 
Tennessee Environmental Council ~ Nukewatch ~  Don’t Waste Michigan 

~ Great Lakes Environmental Alliance ~  
Environmental Justice Task Force of the WNY Peace Center 

Women's International League for Peace and Freedom Detroit Branch 
Citizens for Alternatives to Chemical Contamination 

 
 

Date: May 22, 2017 

RE: NRC-2016-0168 and 2016-0167; Docket Numbers 11005699, 11005700 and 1100532; License 

Numbers XW012 and XW008; Comments on the International Nuclear Waste/Material Trafficking 

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION [NRC–2016–0168; NRC–2016–0167] Request for a License Amendment to 

Export Radioactive Waste: Perma-Fix Northwest, Inc. 

AGENCY: Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 

ACTION: Opening of comment period on application to Amend License to Export Radioactive Waste. 
 

 

The US Nuclear Regulatory Commission is asking half a question….What do we think about 

PermaFix, a nuclear waste processing company, sending some nuclear waste over our roads, rails, 

waterways, through our communities back to the Canadian nuclear power and fuel chain facilities that 

generated it? 

The simple answer is we say “No.” We don’t want nuclear waste shipments to Canada. Our organizations 

oppose the export license from Perma-Fix Northwest, Inc. and its Perma-Fix corporate ‘sisters’ in 

Tennessee and Florida and any other processing partners. We oppose the shipments back to the Canadian 

nuclear power and fuel chain facilities or “consignees.” We oppose the export license, its renewal and 

amendments. We oppose it on its own merit for the dangers of transporting radioactive materials on our 

roads, rails, bridges, waterways, through our communities-city and country, high and low population, 

farms, over the Great Lakes and other waterways. We oppose the unlimited number of shipments and the 

completely uncharacterized physical, chemical and radioactive form and content of the waste. We also 

oppose the role that this and other specific export licenses play in “legalizing” or justifying unlimited 

import of radioactive waste to Perma-Fix facilities from Canada at the time when the entire Canadian 

nuclear complex is embarking on mega waste management efforts at nuclear power and fuel chain 

facilities and research labs across the country.  

The NRC has decided NOT to ask us what we think about importing Canadian nuclear power and 

fuel chain waste to the US. Instead NRC has already approved that under a “general license.” In fact the 

NRC is now using its 10 CFR 110 regulations to pretend that the Canadian nuclear waste is not really 

waste, so that we have no right or opportunity to comment! The NRC is redefining the nuclear waste as 

“material” when it is being imported from Canadian nuclear power reactors, fuel chain facilities (that 

enable nuclear power) and other atomic research and production complexes in Canada—some of which 

are extremely radioactively polluted. But somehow it turns back into waste to trek back to Canada… 

unless it gets released into regular trash and consumer recycling here in the US! 
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By calling the atomic waste ‘radioactive material,’ the requirement for a ‘specific’ license to import 

nuclear waste is averted and replaced with ‘general license conditions’ that allow any waste that meets 

the circuitous conflicted definition (in 10CFR 110.27). There is no public notice required, no application 

to the NRC and no opportunity to comment on the newly bestowed ‘general’ licenses to import unlimited 

foreign nuclear ‘waste’—er—foreign nuclear ‘material’ into the US. Under this definition “little” 

CHUNKS OF IRRADIATED NUCLEAR FUEL (10 CFR 110.27 (b) up to 100 kg) could be imported 

with no specific license! There is apparently no reporting for public knowledge of what is coming in! It is 

not clear there is reporting to the NRC either. The only controls would be those imposed by the states 

licensing the PermaFix and other nuclear waste processors. 

NRC has apparently just begun, in spring of 2017, to implement this illogical and dangerous 

interpretation of its 10 CFR 110 regulations to prevent public input and to remove apparently all records 

of radioactive waste/materials coming to US processors from foreign countries. NRC did this for the first 

2 times, as best we can ascertain, when public interest groups (NIRS and Don’t Waste Michigan) 

requested the opportunity for a hearing on the import and export licenses of UniTech and PermaFix. 

We appear to be at the beginning of a new era in legalized international nuclear waste trafficking into and 

out of the US.  NRC is opening the doors of the US to unlimited, unregulated foreign nuclear waste AKA 

radioactive “material” imports. We and the US public say NO and have said so repeatedly in the past. 

Since there was an import license amendment from Perma-Fix submitted to the NRC before NRC started 

shifting to “general” import license, we are able, possibly for the last time, to see what waste the 

PermaFix import license application intends to import: “Radioactive waste consisting of up to 5500 tons 

of material contaminated with various radionuclides in varying combinations. The material includes: 

metals, wood, paper, concrete, cloth, rubber, plastic, liquids, and animal carcasses and animal-human 

waste…” Aqueous and organic based fluids are also listed. Thus some set or subset of that would be 

exported by this or another export license. 

PermaFix is licensed by the states of Washington, Tennessee and Florida to carry out varying 

combinations of burning (thermal treatment), treat, recycle, and much more. Although the US federal 

agencies are not legally supposed to be allowing the release of radioactive materials to unrestricted 

destinations such as regular trash, industrial landfills or into unrestricted commercial recycling streams, 

some states have given processors licenses to release radioactive materials from radioactive controls. 

Because Washington and Tennessee (and Illinois and Pennsylvania) allow for some radioactive waste to 

be ‘cleared’ or released from radioactive controls, the rest of the country is at risk, not just residents of 

those states.  

In the 1980 and 1990s, over a dozen states passed laws against releasing nuclear waste from radioactive 

controls-requiring licensed control over radioactive waste. The states here are violating those public 

intentions. In 1992 Congress overturned the NRC’s BRC Below Regulatory Concern policies. Now, NRC 

and some of the Agreement States are using the old 1974  Regulatory Guide 1.86, which was based on the 

detection capacity of 1960s Geiger counters to justify letting radioactive waste into the commercial 

marketplace. This is not acceptable. 
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Some clearance or release of radioactive materials must be happening if the processors are, as it is 

claimed, not disposing of radioactive waste from processing in licensed nuclear dumps in the US. They 

must be releasing radioactive waste/materials to commercial reuse or recycling, or regular trash. Some 

brag about it on their websites, it appears in some of the applications to NRC. Legally radioactive waste is 

supposed to go back to Canada if there is any radioactive waste left—that is what this Perma-Fix 

proposed export license would permit. However, in previous licensing documents, PermaFix admitted to 

not keeping track of the waste from treating foreign and domestic waste, so disposing of it in the US 

licensed nuclear dumps.  

Although we oppose the shipments back to Canada, we also oppose the dumping of the waste here, which 

is currently illegal. (There is no licensed nuclear waste dump in the US that can dispose of foreign nuclear 

waste for a variety of reasons.)  

This Perma-Fix export application to Canada is narrowly for exporting nuclear waste but it relies on other 

licenses and permits that allow import of foreign waste into the US to burn, shred, process and release for 

reuse (using Reg Guide 1.86) and recycling. 

According to an earlier version of the application, “The purpose of the import license is to import 

potentially contaminated material for processing (volume reduction via thermal and non-thermal 

treatment) and ‘beneficial’ reuse by 1) recycling metals for reuse as much of the metal as possible and 2) 

using liquids for temperature control purposes in Perma-Fix Northwest's thermal operations…” 

“The purpose of the export license is to allow waste that is attributable to Canadian sources under this 

import license to be exported back to Canada.” 

Public interest groups and even some state regulators objected to this sleight of hand when NRC 

“updated” its import and export rules 10 CFR 110 in 2010 but those comments were ignored or 

deliberately rejected. 

We oppose the import and export of Canadian, and all other foreign, nuclear waste/materials. 

We oppose unnecessary movement of man-made radioactive nuclides on roads, rails, waterways across 

international borders and materials and their dispersal into air, water, recycling streams and reused 

equipment. 

The US public has expressly opposed the clearance, below regulatory concern, exemptions, “authorized 

limits,” very low level waste categorizations and other methods that the nuclear establishment has 

concocted to deliberately release and disperse man-made radionuclides out of regulatory control and into 

the common space. 

There is no way to know the total amount of radioactivity that will be imported to be processed at 

PermaFix thus there is no way to know the amount that will be exported via this license. 

 

We ask NRC to reject the import and export of foreign nuclear waste and materials into and out of the US 

including this PermaFix application.  
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Diane D’Arrigo 

Nuclear Information and Resource Service 

Takoma Park, MD 20192 

dianed@nirs.org   

301-270-6477 x 15 

 

Kevin Kamps 

Beyond Nuclear  

Takoma Park, MD 20912 

 

Michael J. Keegan 

Don't Waste Michigan 

Monroe, MI 48161 

 

Don Safer 

Tennessee Environmental Council 

Nashville, TN 

 

Charley Bowman 

Environmental Justice Task Force of the WNY Peace Center 

Buffalo, NY 14209  

 

Laura Dewey 

Women's International League for Peace and Freedom 

Detroit Branch 

Grosse Pointe Woods, MI 48236 

 

Tanya Keefe, President 

Great Lakes Environmental Alliance 

Port Huron, MI 48060 

 

John LaForge 

Nukewatch 

Luck, Wisconsin 

 

Wesley Raymond  

Citizens for Alternatives to Chemical Contamination 

Lake Station, MI 48632 
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