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Nr. Norman M. Curtis
Vice President
Engineering and Construction - Nuclear
Pennsylvania Power and Light Company
2 North Ninth Street
Allentown, Pennsylvania 18101

Dear Nr. Curtis:

Subject: Destpuctive Examination of Control Blades
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It has come to our attention through the Resident Inspector for Susquehanna
Steam Electric Station that PPSL does not plan to perform destructive exami-
nation of any control blades.

Stress corrosion cracking of control blue tubing has been observed and
reported in General Electric Report HEDO-24226 "Evaluation of Control Blade
Lifetime with Potential Loss of B4C," December 1979. The bases for General
Electric's conclusions were reviewed and it was decided that boiling water
reactor operation was justified on an interim basis provided that'Certain
actions were; taken by licensees. These actions were described in detail in
IE Bulletin Ho. 79-26, Revision 1, "Boron Loss from BMR Control Blades,"
dated August 28, 1980, which included further analyses, shutdown margin tests,
and destructive examination. The review and evaluation of GE Report HEDO-
24226 is still in progress by the HRC staff.

In the event the final evaluation of GE Report NEDO-24226 is not completed
prior to licensing action on Susquehanna, Unit 1, we will condition the
operating license to be responsive to IE Bulletin Ho. 79-26, Revision 1.
In the event that satisfactory resoilbtion for this issue is achieved following
the licensiitig action on Susquehanna, Unit 1, a recommendation to remove this
license condition will be taken into consideratrion.

Sincerely,

original Signed 5g)
Robert L. TedeaAl (
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Robert L. Tedesco, Assistant Director
for Licensing

Divisdont"of Licensing
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Mr. Norman W. Curtis
Vice President
Engineering and Construction
Pennsylvania Power & Light Company
Al 1 entown, Pennsylvania 18101

ccs: Jay Silberg, Esquire
Shaw, Pittman, Potts & Trowbridge
1800 M Street, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20036

Edward M. Nagel, Esquire
General Counsel and Secretary
Pennsylvania Power & Light Company
2 North Ninth Street
Allentown, Pennsyl vani a 18101

Mr. William E. Barberich
Nuclear Licensing Group Supervisor
Pennsylvania Power & Light Company
2 North Ninth Street
Allentown, Pennsylvania 18101

Mr. G. Rhodes
Resident inspector
P. 0. Box 52
Shickshinny, Pennsylvania 18655

Gerald R. Schultz, Esquire
Susquehanna Environmental Advocates
P. 0. Box 1560
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 18703

Ms. Colleen Marsh
P. 0. Box 538A, RD -„4
Mountain Top, Pennsylvania 18707

Mr . Thomas J. Ha 1 1 ig an
Correspondent
The Citizens Against Nuclear Dangers
P. 0. Box 5
Scranton, Pennsylvania 18501

Mr. J. W. Millard
Project Manager
Mail Code 395
General Electric Company
175 Curtner Avenue
San Jose, California 95125

Robert W. Adler, Esquire
Office of Attorney General
505 Executive House
P. 0. Box 2357
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120

Mr. E. B. Poser
Project Engineer
Bechtel Power Corporation
P. 0. Box 3965
San Francisco, California 94119

Dr. Judith H. Johnsrud
Co-'Director
Environmental Coalition on Nuclear Pow r
433 Orlando Avenue
State College, Pennsylvania 16801

Mr. Thomas, M. Gerusky, Director
Bureau of Radiation Protection Resources
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
P. 0. Box 2063
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120
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