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ECNPl IlHERVEtlORS'ESPONSE ON HEALTH AND SAFETY INTERROGATORIES

F3
The Environmental Coalition on Nuc1ear Power (ECNP), as a public-interest,

.l%„'organization,lacks the resources of time1t money, and personne1 to respond to
c the extensive interrogatories posed by Staff and Applicant in this proceeding.

The NRC Appeal Board's finding in ALAB-613 that the number of interrogatories
does not constitute an undue burden on intervenors takes no account of the

disparity in resources among the parties in an NRC proceeding and fails to
account for the special role which citizen intervenors play when they particitpate

in NRC licensing proceedings. This citizen organization does not have the

adequate funds or other resources; the background explanations have already

been provided to this Board numerous times and we refer the Board to ECNP's

filings on this topic.
As a result of assurances from this Atomic Safety and Licensing Board

t

earlier in the proceeding that-discovety on health and safety issues would be

delayed until after completion of the eltvironmental proceedings, ECNP's representa-
I I

tives'ine this fall and winter has been scheduled accordingly. The memo of
November 20, 1980, from Richard„Stark, NRC Project tlanager for Susquehanna, to

the Applicant makes clear that there will be at least an additional nine
months'elay

in the fuel loading date, a slippage which takes fuel loading to torch, 1982,

and removes any need for disturbing the:.Board's discovery schedule.

In any event, we believe, the interrogatories are burdensome and we cannot

guarantee, given the constraint of ECNP s limited resources and other obligations,
that sufficient time would be, available to answer these interrogatories even

following completion of the environmental hearings'. The only possible way to
answer the interrogatories at;this timewould be to abandon all efforts at

„Ir

Me direct the Board's attention to the comments of NRC Counsel Leonard Bickwit
in his July 26, 1979, memo to the Commissioners, at p. 7, on TMI-1 Restart: the
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~ preparing to assist this Board in evaluating the environmental issues .raised

by the 'a'/plication for an operating license. Given this alternative we simply

cannot'in good conscience or within the limits of our capabilities and resources

- - answer the interrogatories at this time. Nor can we guarantee that we will be

in a better position to answer them in the future if we are also to be of
s r

assistance to this Board by participation in the health and safety hearing.

For reasons repeatedly stated, we do not feel that it is appropriate for

,.,n,c."'. this B d to require these intervenors to. answer these interrogatories. Despite

,<'.„""'. whatd h Appeal 8oard has said, we maintain",that the Applicant's interrogatories
.~ r"p.
"-~ i~I- MQ- esigned primarily to harrass the Intervenors and to limit our ability to. "~l i tc~

-'repare for, and participate in, the hearings. We believe that the ECNP con-

tentions which the'Board has accepted raise important issues which must be

thoroughly examined by. an adversary party. We also believe. that we will be of
far greater aid to this Board in addressing these issues than we would be if
our limited resources were exhausted in an attempt to answer the Applicant's

interrogatories. The Appeal Board's decision has ih no way increased the

intervenors'esources.
We'also remind this Board that the ECNP Intervenors have been further .

'ampered in their preparations for this proceeding by failure of the Staff
~

~ ~ ~

and Applicant to provide requested discovery documents or to update such

t materials over the nearly two years simce ECNP originally requested the

information. EC.<P here renews its req'uest in particular that it now be

provided with a copy of the complete General Electric Company Report known

as the Reed Report, which was previously requested in this proceeding and

which has been made availble to intervenors in other NRC proceedings.

Such a course would involve abandoning even more than preparation for
environmental hearings in this case, since ECNP's obligations to its mem-

bers throughout Pennsylvania require our participation in proceedings relat'ed
to other reactors in addition to Susquehanna.

Dated this /( day
of January, 1S81

Respectfully submitted,4/Ar~
Dr. Judith H. Johnsrud
Co-Director, ECNP
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I certify that copies of ECNP INTERVENORS'ESPONSE ON HEALTH AND

SAFETY INTERROGATORIES have been served on the parties in this~poceeding,
by deposit in the US Mail, first class, postage paid, this /S'ay of
January, 1981.
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Docketing and Service SectionOffice of the Secretary
U. S, Nuclev~ Regulato~ Commission
Washington, D.C 20555

Jay Silberg, Esq.
S'~~w, Potts. Pittman, and Trowbridge
1.":)0 M Street
Washington. D.C. 20036

Susquehanna Environmental Advocates
c/o Gerald Schultz, Esquire
Pqst Office Box 1560Wxlkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 18703

Mrs. Irene Lemanowicz, . Chairperson
The Citizens Against Nuclear Danger
Thomas Halligan, Correspondent
Box 5
Scranton, Pa. 18501

Pw. Colleen Maxsh
558 Ai R D C4
Et. Top, Pennsylvania 18707

James H. Cutchin, XV, Esp.
Off'ce of the

Executive Legal Director
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

, Washington, D.C. '20555
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Karin H. Carte , Esp.
Department of Environmental Resources <Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
305 Executive House
Post Office Box 2357
Har=isburg, Pennsylvania 17120
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