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July 10, 1980

Charles Bechhoefer, Esq., Chairman Mr. Glenn 0. Bright

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555 : Washington, D.C. 20555

Dr. Oscar H, Paris

Atomic Safety and Licensing Board
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

In the Matter of
- Pennsylvania Power and Light Co.
Allegheny Electric Cooperative, Inc. )
(Susquehanna Steam Electric_Station, Units 1 and 2)
Docket Nos. 50-287, 50-~388

Gentlemen:

At the Special Prehearing Conference held on January 29-31, 1979, I agreed

to keep the Board and the parties advised of significant changes in estimated
dates for issuance of certain Staff documents. (Tr. at 368.) I have been
informed that the Staff's current estimated dates for issuance of the Final
Environmental Statement (FES), Safety Evaluation Report (SER) and SER
Supplement are early December 1980, early February 1981 and late May 1981,
respectively.

Thus the predicted time span between issuance of the FES and issuance of the
SER continues to grow shorter. It is now about two months rather than seven
months as was predicted when the Board issued its Discovery Order II on
October 30, 1979, Based on the longer time span the Board currently plans to
wait until after completion of the environmental phase of the hearing to

" establish a schedule for discovery on safety contentions. It now appears that

the Board's current plan for scheduling discovery on safety contentions,iivhen
coupled with the time involved should intervenors file additional contentions
based on "new information" in the FES as allowed by the Board's Order of

June 24, 1980, could result in unnecessary delay in both the start of the sa%ety

phase of the hearing and the completion of the proceeding.
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I will advise the Board and the parties of further significant changes,
if any, in the estimated dates for issuance of the FES, the SER and the
SER Supplement.

Sincerely,

James M. Cutchin, IV
Counsel for NRC Staff
; cc: Jay Silberg, Esq.
| Dr. Jdudith H. Jdohnsrud
i Mr. Thomas M. Gerusky
Ms. Colleen Marsh
Mrs. Irene Lemanowicz
Susquehanna Environmental Advocates . . ,
Bryan A. Snapp, Esq. - :
| Mr. Robert M, 8allo
| Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel
Atomic Safety and Lieensing Appeal Board
Secretary .
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