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Attached is the Office of the Inspector General’s (OIG) audit report titled Audit of NRC's 
Fire Protection Oversight for Operating Reactors.  The audit objective was to assess the 
consistency of NRC’s oversight of fire protection programs at operating nuclear power 
plants. 
 
OIG found that opportunities exist for NRC to improve the consistency of fire protection 
oversight by ensuring (1) specific regulatory requirements for individual nuclear plants 
are clear to cognizant staff, and (2) appropriate documentation of inspection insights 
based on staff discussions of inspection issues that do not result in findings or 
violations. 
 
This cover letter is intended to highlight the report’s findings that merit the attention of 
senior NRC management in a broader scope insofar as they relate to recurrent issues in 
OIG’s audit and investigative work.  During recent years, OIG has performed several 
audits and investigations focusing on the clarity of internal guidance and the manner in 
which guidance is communicated and applied across the agency.  Clear guidance, 
along with consistent interpretation and application, is critical to NRC’s mission.  Some 
deliberation and professional disagreement among agency staff and management is to 
be expected in complex regulatory matters.  However, unclear and ineffectively 
communicated internal guidance hinders efficient decisionmaking, could potentially 
cause safety and security oversight lapses, and can adversely impact external 
stakeholders who depend upon regulatory transparency and stability to facilitate their 
own compliance efforts. 
 
  



 
If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Brett M. Baker, Assistant Inspector 
General for Audits, at (301) 415-5915 or me at (301) 415-5930. 
 
 
Attachment:  As stated 
 
cc: Commissioner Baran 

Commissioner Burns 
R. Lewis, OEDO 


