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I am writing to thank the Commission for its contribution to a
recent hearing considering issues relative to licensing of the
Diablo Canyon nuclear power plant, and to express my: continued |
interest in licensing and safety of the plant.

reassurances 'to the Energy and the Environment Subcommittee in

several respects.

Chief among those reassurances to receive my

support is the Commission's view that design quality assurance
issues under review by the Atomic Safety Licensing Appeal Board

may be fundamental to adequacy in the design verification process

at the plant. . Consistent with this view, I anticipate that con-
'sideration of a full-power license for the plant should occur after
the Appeal Board has concluded its review of design QA issues under
appeal, and after the Commission has had the opportunity to review
the Board's decision in this regard.

In addition, I welcome the formation by Commission staff of a
coordinated, systematic program to evaluate the numerous allegations
which have been raised regarding the adequacy of quality assurance
and construction efforts at the Diablo plant.

'In general, the NRC's effoffs to ensure the safety of Diablo are
commendable.
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However, the January 24 hearing left unresolved several
issues which I would like to bring to the Commission's attention.

In order to ensure that evaluation of allegations regarding construc-
tion quality assurance at the plant is both thorough and applicable -
to' a'licensing decision, I recommend that -- prior to a Commission

decision regarding licensing of the:plant for post-criticality testing
and full-power testing -- the Commission provide guidelines governing

At the January 24 hearing, the Commission p}ovided substantial
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the evaluation of those allegations. I recommend that those guide-
lines ensure that staff: a.) provide particular attention to both
prospective and historic implications of quality assurance deficiencies;
b.) evaluate specific findings and patterns which develop from those .
specific findings, and; c.) ensure that determinations regarding both
regulatory compliance and safety significance are made during
resolution of claims.

In addition, I remain concerned over an apparent tendency of
engineering and other staff in quality.assurance programs at Diablo
to assume that.wide margins of safety established by Commission
construction criteria need not be adhered to in systems which -~ in
the staff's view -- are not pivotal to safety, This practice was
described in testimony given by Commission staff at the January 24
hearing. I remain concerned by the implications of such a practice,
which supplants the Commission's established standards of regulatory
compliance with-a less precise, ad hoc 'standard of safety.’' = -

In establishing the NRC, Congress placed in the Commission's hands
the responsibility to ensure the. safe .design and construction of
nuclear facilities., Now, as then, I look to the Commission to ensure
compliance with its procedures in an effort to ensure the safety of
those who live and work near licensed nuclear power facilities. I
commend the Commission's successful efforts to achieve these ends,
but exhort it to employ the full range of its-.abilities to ensure

the safety and compliance of the Diablo Canyon plant with current
regulations. )

Thank you for ybur consideration of this matter. I look forward to
your response.
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