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The Honorable.doorman Y. Nineta
United States House of Representatives
(fashington, D. C. 20515

Gear Congressman f5ineta:

Your letter of-August 8, 1980 to Comissioner Hendrie regarding the licensing of
the Oiablo Canyon nuclear plants has been referred to me for reply.

Your letter urged that the NRC do all it can to expedite the final licensing of
these plants. A brief discussion of our efforts is provided below.

As you no doubt are aware, since docketing of this case in late 1973 major plant
improvements were required as the result. of a seismic re-evaluation of the
facility and more recently, as the result of applying the lessons learned from
the Three Nile Island (TtiI) accident that occurred last year ~

En a June 6, 1980, memoratidum from S. Chilk, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
provided guidance to the NRC staff for applicants seeking authorization to load
fuel,and conduct low power testing. This guidance is stated in NUREG-0694 entitled
"TNI Related Requirements for New Operating Licenses". A copy of this document is
enclosed (Enclosure 1).

In addition, this is a contested licensing action. The hearing record was closed
on March 12, 1979 and in September 1979 the Atomic Safety and Licensing Board (ASLB)
issued a favorable partial initial decision on, among other things, the seismic

'afetyissue and on the plant's physical security plan. That decision was appealed
by the joint intervenors and during the course of that review, on June 23, 1980
the Atomic Safety and Licensing Appeal Board assigned to review this matter issued
a decision to reopen the hearing record to obtain testimony related to a major
earthquake which occurred in California's Imperial Valley in October 1979 (shortly
after the ASLB decision in September- 1979). The NRC staff testimony on that
issue was submitted to the Appeal Board in August 1980 and by Order dated August
28, 1980 the Appeal Board set hearings on the seismic and security matters for
October 20, 1980 and on or about November 10, 1980, respectively.

To further complete the picture on the hearing process, on July 14, 1980 the
applicant filed a motion with the ASLB f'r a license to load fuel and begin low
power testing asserting, among other things, that proposed limited operation (for
up to five percent of rated power for test purposes) may be .conducted during
pendency of the appeals from the ASLB's September 1979 Partial Initial Decision.
On August 6, 1980 the NRC staff responded to the ASLB on this motion and issued
a supplemental safety evaluation dealing with Tt<I accident related safety issues
as they apply to fuel loading and low power testing. The Licensing Board will
no doubt hear these issues in an expeditious fashion also, probably in the Fall
of 1980. /o
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The Honorable Norman Y. Nineta

From the above, whf1e it can be seen that further actions will be required by
the Licensing Board, the Appeal Board and the Coreissfon itself, ae believe the
HRC fs workfng toward the tfmely resolutfon of the many safety fssues in this
extremely complicated case.

I trust that this information fs responsive to your request.

Sincerely,

($ igned) Yjilham ) Dircks

Fnclosure:
As stated

Villfam J. Dircks
Acting Executive Director

for Operations
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NORMAN Y. MINETA
c< ~ MEMCER OP'ONGRESS
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August 8, 1980

WAENINOTOHOETICEI
513 CANNON House OTTIcc BOIUIINO

WAENINOTCN, D.C. 2051S
TELErNONEI (202) 22S-2651

DISTRICT OFFICCEI

Surtc 510
1245 SoutN WINCNEETEN BOOIAVAIIO

SAN Jose, CAUTCNNIA 95128
TaarreoeIEI (408) 984-6045

Sutrc D
7951 WREN ATENuc

GIUIOT, CAUTCIINIA 95020
T~IONEs (408) 847-2664

Mr. Joseph M. Hendrie
Chairman, Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Mr. Hendrie:

The well known productivity and vitality of the Santa Clara Valley's
electronics and semiconductor industry is intimately linked to a consis-
tent and uninterrupted supply of electrical power. The slightest fluctuation
in the flow of electricity can have a crippling impact on the companies
that constitute such an important part of California's, and the nation's;
economy.

Although power levels appear to be adequate through this year, there
is increasing apprehension among members of the Bay Area industrial commun-
ity that there exists the strong possibility of power interruption in the
near future. I share their concern. Fortunately, Mr. Chairman, a major,
new source of electrical power is available and lacks only NRC approval
before it can begin operation. I refer to the Diablo Canyon nuclear power
plants.

I urge you to do all that you can to expedite the final licensing of
Diablo Canyon. I believe that further delay is unwarranted and will serve-
no substantive purpose. This facility has undergone repeated safety re-
views, passing all of the stringent demands made upon it.

Allow me to thank you beforehand for giving your prompt attention to
this matter . If you have any questions, or if I may be of assistance in
any way, please do not hesitate to contact me.

incerely yo

NYM/jc

NORMAN Y. MIN TA
Member otf Congress
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UNITED STATES
LEAR REGULATORY CQMMISSIO

WASKINGTOM, D. C. 20555

SEP 1'? 1980: '„*'. ~HRC

~p )8880>
The Honorable Norman Y. Nineta OIII~oi ~tI~~
United States House of Representatives
I,'ashington, D;..C. 20515 DOCKET Nur8EER

Dear Congressman Nineta:

Your letter of August 8, 1980 to Commissioner Hendrie regarding the licensing of
the Diablo Canyon nuclear plants has,been referred to me for reply.

Your letter urged that the 'HRC do all.it can to expedite the final licensing of
these plants. A brief discussion of our efforts is provided below.

As you no doubt are aware, since docketing of this case in:.l'ate 1973 major plant
";mprovements were required as the result of a seismic re-evaluation of the
fac-ility and'ore recently, as the result of applying the'lessons learned from
the Three Nile Island (TNI) accident that occurred last year.

In a June 5, 1980, memorandum from S. Chilk, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
provided guidance to the HRC staff for appl:icants seeking authorization to load
fuel and conduct low power testing. This guidance is stated in HUREG-0694 entitled
"TNI Related Requirements for New Operating Licenses". A copy of this document is
encl osed (Encl osure 1).

In addition, this is a contested licensing action. The hearing record was closed
on Narch 12, 1979 and in September 1979 the Atomic Safety and L-icensing Board (ASLB)
issued a favorable partial initial decision on, among other things, the seismic
safety issue and on the plant's physical security plan. That decision was appealed
by the joint intervenors and during the course of that review, on June 23, 1980
the Atenic Safety and Licensing Appeal Board assigned to review this matter issued
a decision to reopen the hearing record to.obtain testimony related to a major
earthquake which occurred in California.'s Inperial Valley in October 1979 (shortly
after the ASLB decision in September 1979). The HRC staff testimony on that
issue was submitted to the Appeal Board in August 1980 and by Order dated August
28, 1980 the Appeal Board set hearings on the-seismic and security matters for
October 20, 1980 and on or about Hovember 10, 1980, respectively..

To further complete the picture on the hearing process, on'uly 14, 1980 the
applican. filed a notion with the ASLB for a license to load fuel and begin low
pow r testing asserting, among other things, that proposed limited opera ion (for
up to ,ive percent of rated power for test purposes) may be conducted during
pendency: of the appeals from the ASLB's September 1979 Partial Initial Decision.
On August 6, 1980 the HRC staff responded to the ASLB on this motion and issued
a supplemental sa ety evaluation dealing with TNI accident related safety issues's

they apply: to fuel loading and low power testing. The Licensing Board will
no doubt hear these issues in an expeditious fashion also, probably in the Fall
of 1980.
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Frcr:. the above, while it can be seen that further actions i;ill ."e reouired by
the Licensing Board, the Appeal Board and the Cm.ission itse1;, ve believe the
h;C is !;orI;ing toi"ard the tin. 1„" resolution c;.ih !.;ary safet ~ issues in this
6'tre!i:-"l)I co@.plicated case.

I trust hat this inforq'atior is responsive to your recues ~

Sincerely,

g i,ggl Q)f95

".11 1 iap) J.
DircI;s'cting

Executi ve Director
for Operations

Fnclosure:
I'is stated h
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