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April27, 1998
NMPEL 1307

Mr. 3oseph Callan
Executive Director for Operations
Attn: Document Control Desk
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Wasnington, DC 20555-0001

Nine LittfilePoint TTmt i
Docket No. S0-220

Subject: 'Latter ofMarch 26, 2998 to John K queller

Dear 'Mr. Canan

On March 26, 1998, you responded to our letter of October 27, 1997, a transcribed public
meeting heM between Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation (NMPC) and the U. S, Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) at the NRC Headquarters ofRces on january 28, 1998, auQ our
letter ofFebruary E9, 1998. These letters and the transcript discuss the Severity Level IV
reporting violation with respect to the pressure relief panels cited in Notice ofViolation ILB
datef June 18, 1996.

As we stated in previous rmeCings and correspondences, NMPC would not normaJLy choose to
debate the merit of a Level Dt'iolation to the extent we have in this case. However, we
continue to believe the industry ramifications of accepting the violation are signiGcant. We
concur that it is important for thi NRC to receive necessary information in a timely manner, in
order to support decisions on actions pertaining to public health and safety. As such wo
promote conservative decision making with regard to reportability. However, it is also
important to minimize unnecessary distractions of senior control room gersonne1.
Accordingly, we are unable to agree with the violation at this time.

As described in your letter, NMPC is also confident that the Staff's ahd Nuclear Energy
, Institute's (BK) Inidatives concerning design basis and reporlability willprovide the proper

forum for clarifying and tt'wiving this industry-wide issue. NMPC commits, as a member of
the NH task force for design basis pro@am guidelines, to work diligently with the staff to
resolve tlus Issue. Tttetel'ore, budpc actions to address this Issue willinclude continued

participation on the task force and revision of the reportability program, based on the
resolution of the industr'y-wide initiatives discussed above. In addition, NMPC is reinforcing
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the importance of desi~ basis considerations by yrvviding training to personne1 most closely
associated with the disposition of design basis issues. within the NMFC corrective action.

progratn. This training willbe completed by September 30, 1998.

This issue has major significance to our company and the industry as a whole. Vfe appreciate
the Staff*s rime and efforts in discussing this matter and look forward to the comyietioa of the
initiatives. A

Very truly yours,

ohn H. Mueller
Chief Nuclear Ofhcer

XC: Mr. H. J. Miller, Regional Administrator, Region 1

Mr. S. S. B@wa, Director, Project Dixcctorate X-l, NRR
Mr. B. S. Norris, Senior Resident inspector
Mr. D. S. Hood, Senior Project Manager, NRR
Records Management
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