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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

WASHINGTON> D.C. 20555-0001

May 12, 1998

LICENSEE: Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation

FACILITY: Nine Mile Point Nuclear Station, Unit No. 1

SUBJECT: SUMMARYOF TELEPHONE CONVERSATION OF MAY 11, 1998, REGARDING
SCHEDULE FOR MODIFICATIONSTO CONTROL ROOM AIR'TREATMENT

'YSTEM(TAC NO. MA1653)

On May 11, 1998, Mr. Steven Leonard of Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation (NMPC or
licensee) called me to discuss the schedule for completing modifications to the Control Room Air
Treatment System for Nine Mile Point Nuclear Station, Unit No. 1 (NMP1). These modifications,
identified in NMPC's application for license amendment dated May 2, 1998, would automatically
initiate the Control Room AirTreatment System on either a main steam line break or loss-of-
coolant accident signal. The modifications are being made to correct deficiencies that caused
the licensee to declare the system inoperable and shut NMP1 down on April28, 1998, until the
modifications are completed and the NRC issues the license amendment. Because the licensee
expected to complete the modifications in 1 week, and because power operation cannot resume
until the amendment is issued, the licensee requested in the application that the NRC issue the
amendment on an emergency basis in accordance with 10 CFR 50.91(a)(5).

During the call, Mr. Leonard explained that since the application for amendment was issued, a
project team, consisting of engineers from Sergeant 8 Lundy and NMPC, has completed an
independent design review to determine compliance of plant activities (operations, maintenance,
testing and engineering) with the Control Room AirTreatment System's design and licensing
basis. The project team identified noncompliances with the system's design and licensing basis,
mostly involving the lack of system redundancy and lack of documentation regarding the
system's ability to maintain a habitable control room environment after an accident concurrent
with a single failure in the system. Mr. Leonard said that modifications to correct these
deficiencies have been added to the scope of work to be completed before the system will be
declared operable. Consequently, the earlier estimate of 7 days has changed and NMPC now
estimates that the modifications willbe completed in about 2 to 3 weeks.
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Based on the revised schedule, I informed Mr. Leonard that the emergency circumstances
discussed in the application for amendment are now considered to be exigent circumstances,,
and that I would proceed immediately to prepare a Federal ~Re inter notice regarding
consideration to issue the amendmerit, the proposed no significant hazards consideration

. determination, and the opportunity for hearing, allowing at least 2 weeks from the date of the
notice for public comment pursuant to 10 CFR 50.91(a)(6).

Docket No. 50-220

cc: See next page

Sincerely,

Sw~i~
Darl S. Hood, Senior Project Manager
Project Directorate l-1
Division of Reactor Projects - I/II
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Based on the revised schedule, I informed Mr. Leonard that the emergency circumstances
discussed in the application for amendment are now considered to be exigent circumstances,
and that i would proceed immediately to prepare a Federal ~Re inter notice regarding
consideration to issue the amendment, the proposed no significant hazards consideration
determin'ation,'and the opportunity for hearing, allowing at least 2 weeks from the date of the
notice for public comment pursuant to 10 CFR 50.91(a)(6).
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Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:

.;, Darl S. Hood, Senior Project Manager .

Project Directorate I-1
Division of Reactor Projects - I/II
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Based on the revised schedule, I informed Mr. Leonard that the emergency circumstances
discussed in the application for amendment are now considered to be exigent circumstances,
and that i would proceed immediately to prepare a Federal ~Re inter notice regarding
consideration to issue the amendment, the proposed no significant hazards consideration
determination, and the opportunity for hearing, allowing at least 2 weeks from the date of the
notice for public comment pursuant to 10 CFR 50.91(a)(6).

~ Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNEO, BY:

'Darl S. Hood, Senior Project Manager
Project Directorate I-1
Division of Reactor Projects - I/II
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket No. 50-220

cc: See next page

DISTRIBUTION:
tmDocke~t"Iji~e-

PUBLIC
PDI-1 R/F
J. Zwolinski

(A)'.

Bajwa
S. Little
D. Hood
OGC
ACRS

a

DOCUMENT NAME: G:iNMP1)NM1A1653.TEL
To receive a copy of this document, indicate in the box: "C" = Copy without attachment/enclosure "E" = Copy with
attachment/enclosure "N" = No co

OFFICE PM:PDI-1 E LA:PDI-1 D:PDI-1
IIANE DHood/Icc SLittle

05/ /98DATE 05/ V/98
SBa wa

05/ /98

Official Record Copy

05/ /98 05/ /98



C
~ ~

tl

A

'(

-We



~ ~ p ~

Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation

CC:

Nine Mile Point Nuclear Station
Unit No. 1

Mr. John H. Mueller
Chief Nuclear Officer
Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation
Nine Mile Point Nuclear Station
Operations Building, Second Floor

'.O.Box 63
Lycoming, NY 13093

Regional Administrator, Region I

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road
King of Prussia, PA 19406

Mark J. Wetterhahn, Esquire
Winston & Strawn
1400 L Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005-3502

Supervisor
Town of Scriba
Route 8, Box 382
Oswego, NY 13126

Gary D. Wilson, Esquire
Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation
300 Erie Boulevard West
Syracuse, NY 13202

Resident Inspector
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P.O. Box 126
Lycoming, NY 13093

Charles Donaldson, Esquire
Assistant Attorney General
New York Department of Law
120 Broadway
New York, NY 10271

Mr. Paul D. Eddy
State of New York
Department of Public Service
Power Division, System Operations
3 Empire State Plaza
Albany, NY 12223

Mr. F. William Valentino, President
New York State Energy, Research,

and Development Authority
Corporate Plaza West
286 Washington Avenue Extension
Albany, NY 12203-6399
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