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-1- November 6, 1997

PRELIMINARY NOTIFICATION OF EVENT OR UNUSUAL OCCURRENCE PNO-I-97-069

This preliminary notification constitutes EARLY notice of events of POSSIBLE
safety or public interest significance. The information is as initially
received without verification or evaluation, and is basically all that is
known by Region I staff in King of Prussia, Pennsylvania on this date.

Facility ’ Licensee Emergency Clagsgification
Niagara Mohawk Power Corp. ’ Notification of Unusual Event
Nine Mile Point 2 ’ Alert

Lycoming, New York Site Area Emergency

Dockets: 50-410 General Emergency

X Not Applicable

Subject: UNPLANNED SHUTDOWN GREATER THAN 72 HOURS

On November 5, 1997, Nine Mile Point Unit 2 (NMP2) was shutdown to
evaluate and repair a recirculation water flow control valve (FCV)
problem. On November 4, the "A" recirculation water FCV locked-up, as
designed, in response to a rapid change in valve position indication.
Although no actual change in recirculation flow occurred, the indicated
FCV position changed from approximately 65 percent open to 44 percent
open. Subsequently, the "A" FCV drifted closed slightly, and operators
took actions, in accordance with their procedures, to hydraulically lock
the valve in place. At no time did the recirculation loop flow mismatch
exceed the technical specification limits. Initial troubleshooting
determined the problem to be associated with the valve position feedback
loop, located within the drywell, and that a plant shutdown would be

- required for repair.

At 9:49 a.m., on November 5, operators commenced lowering power of NMP2;
completing the shutdown at 5:00 p.m. The resident staff observed the
plant shutdown with no immediate concerns identified. The licensee
anticipates the outage duration to be approximately five days, with
start-up planned for Monday, November 10.

The resident inspectors are following the outage and monitoring licensee
activities.

The licensee has issued a press release.

The Region I Office of Public Affairs is prepared to respond to media
inquiries.

The state of New York has been notified.
The information is current as of 10:00 a.m., November 6, 1997.

Contact: 'Barry Norris Larry Doerflein
(315)342-4041 (610)337-5378
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