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July 2, 1997

Mr. B. Ralph Sylvia
Executive Vice President Generation Business

Group and Chief Nuclear Officer
Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation
Nuclear Learning Center
450 Lake Road
Oswego, NY 13126

SUBJECT: EXAMINATIONREPORT NO. 50-410/97-08 (OL)

Dear Mr. Sylvia:

On June 6, 1997, a reactor operator retake initial written examination was administered to
one employee of your company who had applied for a license to operate the Nine Mile
Point Nuclear Station, Unit 2. The examination was developed by your staff in accordance
with the pilot examination guidance in Generic Letter GL-95-06 and NUREG 1021,
"Examiner Standards," Revision 7.

The reactor operator applicant passed the examination and was subsequently issued a
license.

The administered examination met NRC expectations for a quality examination. However,
some reasonably significant revisions were required to incorporate NRC staff comments to
obtain the NRC expected examination quality. The areas in which your staff experienced
difficulty included the examination outline, question construction, and level of difficulty.
We hope that lessons learned from this examination are applied in future examination
development activities.

In accordance with 10 CFR 2.790 of the Commission's regulations, a copy of this letter
and its enclosure will be placed in the NRC Public Document Room.
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Mr. B. Ralph Sylvia

Should you have any questions regarding this information, please contact me at
(610) 337-5211.

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGHED BY:

Glenn W. Meyer, Chief
Operator Licensing and

Human Performance Branch
Division of Reactor Safety
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Enclosure: Examination Report No. 50-410/97-08 (OL)
w/Attachment 1

cc w/encl; w/o Attachment 1:
R. Abbott, Vice President 5 General Manager - Nuclear
C. Terry, Vice President- Safety Assessment and Support
M. McCormick, Vice President - Nuclear Engineering
N. Rademacher, Unit 1 Plant Manager
J. Conway, Unit 2 Plant Manager
D. Wolniak, Manager, Licensing
J. Warden, New York Consumer Protection Branch
G. Wilson, Senior Attorney
M. Wetterhahn, Winston and Strawn
J. Rettberg, New York State Electric and Gas Corporation
Director, Electric Division, Department of Public Service, State of New York
C. Donaldson, Esquire, Assistant Attorney General, New York Department of Law
J. Vinquist, MATS, Inc.
P. Eddy,. Power Division, Department of Public Service, State of New York
F. Valentino, President, New York State Energy Research

and Development Authority
J. Spath, Program Director, New York State Energy Research

and Development Authority

cc w/encl and Attachment 1:
R. Tessier, Manager of Training
B. Mertha, General Supervisor, Unit 1 Operations Training
R. Slade, Unit 2 Operations Training General Supervisor
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Mr. B. Ralph Sylvia
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