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Gentlemen:

In accordance with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC) Safety Evaluation Reports
(SERs) of August 24, 1992 and August 11, 1994, Niagara Mohawk installed sample coupons
of the same material as that of the torus shell during the 1993 refueling outage. These coupons
were placed at the water level with approximately one-half above and one-half below the water
line. The SERs require that the corrosion rates obtained from the coupons be compared once
per refueling outage to that obtained from the UT measurements of the shell with the most
conservative corrosion rate being used to make future corrosion rate determinations.

Laboratory and engineering analysis of the coupons removed during the 1995 refueling outage
resulted in a corrosion rate of 0.3216 mils per year including one standard deviation. The
average corrosion rate as determined from UT measurements of the torus shell is 0.8809 mils
per year including one standard deviation. Thus, the most conservative corrosion rate does not
exceed the assumed maximum corrosion rate of 1.26 mils per year. Therefore, UT thickness
measurements of all torus bays will be repeated after approximately 10 years in accordance
with the NRC SER. In the meantime, Niagara Mohawk will continue to measure torus wall
thickness for the six (6) thinnest bays every six months as identified in the August 11, 1994
SER.
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