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0 REPLY TO:

250 BROADWAY,17UI FLOOR

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10007-2593

(212) 417-4482

FAX (212) 417-4909

Hon. Ivan Selin
Chairman
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852

Re: Docket No. 50-410 — Nine Mile Point Two Site Area
Emergency Of August 13, 1991

Dear Chairman Selin:

On August -13, 1991, the Nine Mile Point Two (NMP2) nuclear
power plant experienced a site area emergency -- the second most
serious type of emergency defined by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC). The site area emergency was declared after a
failure of a transformer caused the loss of electricity in
instruments used to monitor NMP2's reactor. This was a very
serious matter, as indicated by the NRC's decision to assign a
special Incident Investigation Team to review the emergency.

A full investigation of the emergency is essential. NMP2
should not be allowed to restart until that investigation is
completed, its findings are thoroughly evaluated, and all
corrective actions indicated by the investigation are
implemented.

We are concerned by recent newspaper reports suggesting that
this may not be done. These reports indicate that certain
equipment at NMP2 is now being modified to prevent a repeat of
the emergency and that NMP2 will not be allowed to restart until
those changes are made. That is not sufficient.
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The NRC's preliminary- findings indicate that dead batteries
in a backup power "system were 'a'ontributing factor in the
emergency and that the 'lant -operator, Nia'gaza Mohawk Power
Corporation (Niagara Mohawk), had not inspected or replaced the
batteries in the six years since they were installed. That is
astounding. Xt is incumbent upon the NRC to determine whether
the failure to .inspect and replace the batteries was an isolated
event or typical of the plant's operation.

A full investigation is needed to determine whether other
changes -- in 'ddition to those already identified -- are
required to ensure NMP2's safe operation. Until the NRC's
investigation is complete, the plant should not operate.

Further; the August. 13 site area emergency at NMP2 shows
that the removal of Niagara Mohawk from Category 2 of the NRC's
Watch List of utilities requiring special attention was
premature and that Niagara Mohawk should be returned to the Watch
List. Niagara Mohawk has had a history of mismanagement at NMP2
and also NMP1. The utility had been placed in Category 2 for
more than two years because of pezvasive mismanagement at both
plants, and had been subject to an unusually large number of
,civil penalties and enforcement actions in the mid-1980's.

Unfortunately, something always seems to go wrong at NMP2
and NMP1. With such a record, it is clear that Niagara Mohawk
requires rigorous tight oversight by the NRC.

y truly yo r

ichard M. Kess
ecutive Director

RMK/jf

cc: Hon. Kenneth C. Rogers, Commissioner
Hon. James R. Curtiss, Commissioner
Hon. Forrest J. Remick, Commissioner
All parties on the attached Service List
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Peter<'E. Francisco Licensing
) Nipgf~ra .Mohawk. Power Cox'p.

"i~+3. Plainfield Road
gyrabuse> New York 13212.c!

tMr. Paul Eddy
New York State.Department

of Public Service
3 Empire State Plaza
Albany, New York 12223

~ ~Mr. David K. Greene
Manager Licensing
Niaga'ra Mohawk Power Corp.
301 Plainfield Road
Syracuse, New York 13212

Ms. Donna Ross
New York State Energy Office
Two Empire State Plaza
16th Floor
Albany, New York 12223

Regional Administrator,
Region 1

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Comm.
475 Allendale Road
King of Prussia, PA 19406

Mr. Joseph F. Firlit
Vice President — Nuclear Sta
Nine Mile Point Nuclear Sta.
Niagara Mohawk Power Corp.
P. 0. Box 32
Lycoming, NY 13093

Mr. Ralph Sylvia
Executive Vice President
Nuclear Operations
301 Plainfield Road
Syracuse, New York 13212

Mr. Mark J. Wetterhahn, Esq.
Winston 6 Strawn
1400 L Street, N.W.
Washington, DC 20005-3S02

Mr. Gary D. Wilson, Esq.
Niagara Mohawk Power Corp.
300 Erie Boulevard West
Syracuse, NY 13202

Charlie Donaldson, Esq.
Assistant Attorney Genexal
NYS Department of Law
120 Broadway
New York, New York 10271

Mr. Kim Dahlberg
Unit 1 Station Superintendent
Nine Mile Point Nuclear Sta.
P. 0. Box 32
Lycoming, New York 13093

Mr. Richard Goldsmith
Syracuse University
Colleg'e of Law
E. I. White Hall Campus
Syracuse, New York 12223

Resident Inspector
Nine Mile Point Nuclear

Power Station
P. 0. Box 126
Lycoming, New York 13093

Mr. Martin J. McCormick, Jr.
Plant Manager, Unit 2
Nine Mile Point Nuclear Sta.,
Niagara Mohawk Power Corp.
P. 0. Box '32
Lycoming, NY 13093

Hon. Ivan Selin
Chairman
Nuclear Regulatory Commissio
1155S Rockville P3.ke
Rockville, MD 20852
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