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Jan. 10, 1779

Thomas Ippolito,
¥uclear Regulatory Cermission
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr, Ipvolito:

This is in refarence to the plans of Niagara Mohawk Power Corv. to construct a
radiocactive waste solidification and incinerator at their Nine l4ile Point 1
unit. e believe there are many grounds - including the fact that this systenm

is untested and that MRC staff have many unanswered questions about the system -
for opposing this incinerator.

One important aspect has aprarently teen overlcoked, namely just now and there
this incineravor fi%s into the formulation of Federal policy on radicactive waste
disposal. The acts of compacting and incinerating low-level wastes constitute a
de facto waste disposal technology; in effect Niagara Mchawk would ve deciding

on and iwplementing 2 disposal technology completely outside the purview of those
Federal agencies now debating the technical and environmental merits of a wide
spectrum of disposal technologies and ovtions, Not the least of this is the facid
that U,S5. TPA has recently dudlished for comment its ovrovosed criteria for waste
disposal, and many organizations and agencies have already expressed the opinion
that no particular waste technology, medium or site be implemented until thesge
criteria hawve been discussed, revised and legally preomulgated, It would seem highly
imprapar if net 1llsgel for the NRC topermit a waste incinerator to go into oper-
ation not only outside the iegal NEPA processes bubt outside the lengthy complex
processes begun by the Interagency Review Group on 'aste ifanagement to develop

a national waste pelicy. Ad hoc,unilaberal, unreviewed decisions by private util-
ities to dispose of wastes cannot be tolerated under the circumstances.

We beliesve the above arguments are compelling rezsons for haliing the ilizgara
Mchawkplans and ocstooning any action cn the incinerascr uniil the comglnation
ot the regquired legal, administrative and political orocesses that must precede
decisions cn waste treatment and disposal, and we urge that NRC use its auth-
ority to deny the Niagarz iohewk application,

Fipgerair, /
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