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Dear ls. Caplan:

"Your letter dated March 5,2 1975 to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
requested information on what the NRC is doing about the spent fuel
.ctorage problem at the Niagara lohawk Pover Corporation’s Nine Mile Point
Huclear Station Unit 1. You also requested KRC's oplnlon of Hzagara
Mohawk's use of a potentially uncafe storage area in the event of an
emergency.

The design capacity of the Nine Mile Point Unit 1 spent fuel storage
pool reflects industry practice and provides for the storage of fuel
‘assemblies Lqulvalunt to about one and one-half core loadings. At the
present time there is just over oune-half (i.e., 56 percent) of a full
core loading stored in the pool. Provisions for onsite storage facilities
. for spent fuel, includinog assurance of subcritical arrays,” adequacy of

. cooling, provisions for handling fuel assemblies and spent fuel shipping
casks and analyses of potential consequences of postulated accidents are
evaluated during our review of applications for construction permits and
operating licenses. We have found the Nine Mile Point Unit 1 spent
fuel storage pool and its intended function to be acceptable.

As noted, suff1c1ent storage space is not avaxiable in che spent fuel

pool at Nine Hile Point Unit 1 to store all of the fuel presently

contained in the reactor core. If the available storage space is filled

and additional fuel cannot be unloaded from the reactor core, & delay

in the return of the reactor to power operation could result, however,

we do not consxdgr this to be a safety problem. :

The NRC is aware. that Nlagata Mohawk is cons1dering different solutions

to the storage problem, inckuding modifications to the-control rod storage

racks that would increase onsite storage capacity. In this regard,

other nuclear power facility licensees are considering various approachqﬁz,

toward the alleviation of their similar problems. To date, Riapara

Nohawk has mot submitted any requests for approval of proposed change

in the line lile Point Unit 1 facility tp increase the onsite spent

fuel storage capacity. If and wlien they propose to make changes, } )

including the use of the control rod storage racks to increase the A
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. Dear Ms. Caplan:
s
: Your letter dated Merc\ 5, 1975 to the Kuclear Regulatory Commission (IRC)
4 requested information on\what the NRC is doing about the spent fuel .
A storage problem at the Niaxara Mohawk Power Corporstion's Nine Mile Point

Kuclear Station Unit 1. Yol\also requested NRC's opinion of Niagara
Mohawk's uge of a potentxally unjafe storage area in %be event of an
emersency. . .

The desipgn capacity of the Nine Nide Point Unit 1 spent fuel storage
pool reflects industry practice and NWrovides for the storage of fuel
assemblies equivalent to about one and\one-half core loadings, At the :
present tire there is just ‘over one-halX (i.e., 56 percent) of a full i
core loading stored in the pool, Provisidus for onsite storage facilities

for spent fuel, including assurance of subcxitical arrays, adequacy of

cooling, provisions for handling fuel assembiNes and spent fuel shipping

‘ casks and analyses of potential conseéquences oN postulated accidents are ‘ :
7 ~ evaluated during our review of applications for Ronstruction permits and :
; ' operating licenses. Ve have found the Nine Mile Nint Unit 1 spent :
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contained in the reactor core. If the available storage shace is filled
and additional fuel cannot be unloaded from the reactor core '3 delay ‘cf
0

AALFe‘ in’ the return of the r ctor to power operation gould result
W‘l—é:.bq) Aa,é.o;{:‘a A o

The NRC is aware that Hxagara Hohavk is“conSidering different solXtions _
to the storage problen, including modifications to the control rod \torage '
racks that would increase onsite storage capacity. 1In this vegard, -
other nuclear power facility licensees are considering various approaches -’ E
- toward the alleviation of their similar problens. “lo dat¢, Niagara v
- tiahawk has not submitted any requests for zpproval of proposed changes
‘ in the Nine file Point Unit 1 facility to increase the onsite spent
fuel storage capacity.- If and when they propose to make changes;
including the uge of the control vod srovsss yacke te dneycoos the
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Hs. Ruth Caplan | m2- APR2 1975

1

»

onsite storage capacity, the HRC will review and evaluate the proposal
in accordance with existing regulations to establish that there is
reasonable assurance that the health and safety of the public will

" not be endangered. -
I hope that these comments are responsive to your enquiry. If we can
be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

Original Signed BY ,
" X.R. Goller

Karl R. Goller, Assistant Director -
for Operating Reactors
Division of Reactor Licensing

'
- .
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Dear Ms. Caplan: Niagara Mohawk Power Corp.

Your letter dated March 5, 1975 to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC)
requested inforition on what the NRC is doing about the spent fuel
storage problem a¥% the Niagara Mohawk Power Corporation's Nine Mile Point
Nucleaxr Station Uni 1. You also requested NRC's opinion of Niagara
Mohawk's use of a podentially unsafe storage area in the ovent of an
emergency. '

As you have noted, storagd\ space is not available in the spent fuel
storage pool at Nino Mile Pdint Unit 1 to store all of the fuel presently
contained in the reactor core\ The design capacity of the Nine Mile

Point Unit 1 fuel storage poolgeflects industry practice and does not
reflect an NRC requirement. Theke is no NRC requirement for providing

or retaining spent fuel storage space in onsite storage facility pools.
Any proposed provisions for onsite storage facilities for spent fuel,
including assurance of suberitical arkgys, adequacy of cooling, provisions
for handling fuel assemblies and spent Xuel shipping casks and analyses

of potential consequences of postulated agcidents are evaluated during our
reviow of applications for construction pelgits and operating licenses.

We also review any licensee proposal for inckeased capability to store
spent fuel when the proposal involves an unrdgiewed safety question

or a change in the facility's "Technlcal Specifications! (the latter

is a part of the operating license).

The NRC does not consider the present lack of space store a full core
in the Nine Mile Point Unit 1 spent fuel pool to be a xafoty problem.

We have already reviewed and found this storage facility\and its
intonded function to be acceptable,

If the available storage space is filled and additional fuel'wust be
unloaded from the reactor core, the lack of storage spaco at thq facility
could result in a delay in the return of the reactor to power opdration.

A delay in the return of a reactor to power operation following a shutdown

for fuel reloading is not an unsafe condition. qd/\ (/
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Ms. Ruth Caplan -2 -

The NRC is aware that Niagara Mohawk is considering different solutions )
to the storage problem, including modifications to the control rod storage
racks\that would increase onsite storage capacity. In this regard,

other nyclear power facility licensees are considering various approaches
toward the alleviation of their similar problems.

To date, Nidgara Mohawk has not submitted any requosts for approval of
proposed chankes in the Nine Mile Point Unit 1 facility to increase the
onsite spent fuQl storage capacity. If and when' they propose to make
changes, includihg the use of the control rod storage racks to increase
the onsite storage\capacity, the NRC will review and cvaluate the
proposal in accordange with existing regulations to establish that
there is reasonable aNsurance that the health and safety of the public
will not be endangered. ’

I hope that these comments\are rosponsive to your enquiry. If we can
be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

R. Gollexr, Assistant Director
fol Operating Reactors ’
Divisiyn of Reactor Licensing

SURNAME >~
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