From:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Date:

Glenn E. Roberts
Jones, Andrea
Michael R. Fuller
[External_Sender] UniTech - Pending Waste Import Application
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 8:26:16 PM

Dear Ms. Jones,
Pursuant to our earlier phone conversation, UniTech provides the following information. We believe
that this information resolves the concerns expressed and obviates the need for resubmission. We
respectfully request your consideration in this regard.
The quoted sentences below are directly from the middle of page 3 of our import application.
Information without quotes has been added for explanatory purposes.
“Imported Materials may be received along with routine shipments (e.g., laundry imported under
general license) or in separate dedicated conveyances.” UniTech has been a principal in discussions
with NRC going back 16 years regarding laundry being conducted under general license pursuant 10
CFR Part 110. It is not our intent to include laundry and decontamination of protective clothing and
related products in this specific import license. The forgoing sentence merely indicates that the
materials subject to this specific license request may be transported along with laundry.
“The requested processes include sorting and repackaging of waste and offers benefits to our
customers and the public.” [Emphasis added.] Included in the description in Block 15, materials may
include bags of conventional waste from the customers comprised of paper, cardboard, plastic,
cloth, and miscellaneous debris.
“Valuable items and materials will be recovered. Recovered materials may be routed for additional
processing (not necessarily subject to the requirements of a specific NRC Import License): e.g.,
conventional laundry, respirator processing, or Tool and Material Decontamination (TMD).” The
foregoing sentence explains that materials retrieved from the waste may be subject to processes
that would be subject to general license. That does not excuse that fact that they are being sent as
waste to be processed as waste.
“Materials that can be released for unrestricted use may [be] reused or recycled (i.e, beneficial
reuse). Materials that cannot be released for unrestricted use may be conditionally released in
accordance with the Tennessee facility licenses.” Again, materials subject to this specific license
application are classified as waste at the time they are imported. Given that UniTech’s processes are
effective to render the materials suitable for release and beneficial reuse does not redefine them as
non-waste materials at the time they were imported.
Further, some imported materials may be known to require return to the customer as waste but
require mechanical separation during UniTech’s processing.
There are two example exclusions to the definition of radioactive waste that we would wish to
discuss.

·

·

“(2) A contaminant on any non-radioactive material (including service tools and protective
clothing) used in a nuclear facility (an NRC- or Agreement State-licensed facility (or
equivalent facility) or activity authorized to possess or use radioactive material), if the
material is being shipped solely for recovery and beneficial reuse of the non-radioactive
material in a nuclear facility and not for waste management purposes or disposal;” and
(6) Imported solely for the purposes of recycling and not for waste management or disposal
where there is a market for the recycled material and evidence of a contract or business
agreement can be produced upon request by the NRC.

Exclusion (2) does not apply to those materials that are not intended for reuse in a nuclear facility.
The majority of the subject imported waste is not intended for reuse in a nuclear facility.
Exclusion (6) does not apply because materials are being imported for waste management or
disposal. Given that UniTech may release and recycle some of the materials does not support the a
posteriori reclassification of them after the fact.
UniTech asserts that it would be inappropriate to not include unrestricted release and beneficial
reuse in NRC Form 7 items 13.b and 14.b. Those terms accurately convey what is being done to the
materials imported as waste and classified as waste at the time of import. Customers may ship the
materials because they have no further use (the classical definition of waste), and they are not
necessarily interested in the means UniTech employs to disposition them. UniTech believes, as a
first option, materials should be processed as necessary for beneficial reuse if economically feasible
to do so. It is important that we note that the licensed conditional release process involves a
volumetric assay of materials, most often not suitable for surface assay, and disposition in a manner
that is classified neither as recycling nor as beneficial reuse.
A concise statement of the end use would be “Categorization and processing of waste materials as
appropriate based on their physical and radiological conditions. All materials that would require
transfer to a land disposal facility subject to 10 CFR Part 61 shall be returned to Canada under the
associated export license XW023.”
Finally, we affirm that only materials that require a specific waste import license shall be subject to
this request and the specific license shall not be utilized for any materials acceptable for import
under general license. Upon consideration of the information herein, if the NRC feels that none of
the requested activities require a specific license, we would welcome the NRC’s written confirmation
in that regard.
Kind regards,
Glenn
Glenn Roberts
Corporate Health Physicist
(413) 382-7350
GRoberts@UniTechUS.com
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