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DPC Background
• Formed in 2001 - 5 Original members: 

– Maine Yankee, Yankee Rowe, Connecticut Yankee, LaCrosse, and 
Rancho Seco.

• Additional members: 

– Humboldt Bay, Exelon (Zion), San Onofre, Vermont Yankee and Crystal 
River. 

• Maintains contact with: 

– All permanently shutdown plants

– Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

– National Association of Regulatory Utility Commissioners

– Nuclear Waste Strategy Coalition 

– Nuclear Energy Institute



DPC Primary Objectives

• Ensure NRC regulation of our sites is based on recognition of the 
significantly reduced risks following permanent shutdown

• Ensure the Decommissioning Rulemaking does not adversely 
impact sites that are now undergoing decommissioning or those 
that have decommissioned their plants, moved all used fuel to dry 
storage (i.e. “ISFSI Only”) and maintain a 10 CFR Part 50 license

• Accelerate the federal government’s removal of spent fuel and 
GTCC waste from our sites pursuant to its contractual obligations

• Secure a pilot project for Consolidated Interim Storage (CIS) with 
priority for spent fuel removal from permanently shutdown sites

• Restart the Yucca Mountain repository license application process



The Decommissioning Plant Coalition Represents Sites in Blue



There are Various Stages of 
Decommissioning

• Submittal of Certification that Plant will be Permanently Shutdown
• Submittal of Certification regarding the Permanent Removal of Fuel from the 

Reactor Pressure Vessel
• Submittal of PSDAR, including Decommissioning Cost Estimate, and Spent Fuel 

Management Plan
• Licensees may choose to enter SAFSTOR for a prolonged period
• Licensee option to transition to site-specific Part 72 License
• Licensees engage in Active Decommissioning
• Licensees may choose to transfer fuel from the Spent Fuel Pool to an ISFSI
• All GTCC waste is stored at the ISFSI
• Licensee may choose partial license termination & partial site release
• Licensee Achieves ISFSI Only status - the plant license has been reduced to include 

only the ISFSI, i.e., site decommissioning (with exception of ISFSI) is complete and 
only lands associated with the ISFSI remain within the site’s NRC License

• Fuel and GTCC waste transferred to a DOE Facility
• ISFSI Decommissioning is Completed
• NRC License is Terminated



Decommissioning Past 
Yankee  Examples

• The 3 Yankee sites (Maine Yankee, Connecticut Yankee, 
and Yankee Rowe) were all single unit sites that were 
permanently shutdown in the 1990’s 

• These plants were all safely and successfully 
decommissioned under NRC regulations with  
environmental restoration of the sites completed by 
2007

• All that remains at these sites are the Independent 
Spent Fuel Storage Installations which have now been 
safely storing the federal government’s SNF/GTCC in 
dry casks for decades



Decommissioning Present
Regulatory Issues

• The current process for transitioning from operations to 
decommissioning requires numerous exemptions and license 
amendments 

-- Historically granted exemptions based on the significantly reduced 
risks associated with permanently shutdown configurations provide a solid 
regulatory basis for the new rulemaking to eliminate the need for site 
specific exemptions and license amendments

• The Dry Cask Storage Regulatory Process is highly inefficient
– Rulemaking is required to address the current Technical Specification and 

Certificate of Compliance requirements – such as NEI’s PRM 72-7.

• Rulemaking activities have not always given due consideration to 
Decommissioning Facilities (specifically ISFSI Only Facilities) 
– NRC Rulemaking and guidance documents should include statements 

regarding their applicability – or non applicability - to decommissioning 
facilities and ISFSI Only facilities.



Decommissioning Future
• Upon certification of the permanent cessation of reactor operations, the 

NRC should be able to have defined by rule the historically granted 
exemptions that occur based on the status of the spent fuel.

• NMSS could take the lead at that point, with support from NRR, on 
residual exemptions due to differences in plant design as the site is then 
on a path to an ISFSI only status.

• The states, public and other stakeholders have had an active role in prior 
decommissionings – we do not see a need or basis for the Commission to 
mandate by regulation decommissioning community advisory boards.

• The dry cask storage regulatory process needs reform. The current effort 
on a “graded approach” is laudable - need to look for other ways to 
reform given the sharply reduced risks.



Spent Fuel Issues Summary
• The DPC has supported the development of facilities that would lead to the prompt 

removal of spent fuel and GTCC from our permanently shutdown sites, on a priority basis, 
since 2001. Specifically, we have advocated for the development of a pilot consolidated 
interim storage facility to accomplish this task most expeditiously.

• Such a policy was accepted in the 2012 Blue Ribbon Commission Report and the DOE’s 
2013 Nuclear Waste Management Strategy Document (which has since been annually 
reaffirmed). More recently, it was endorsed by the report of the Bipartisan Policy Council.

• Bi-partisan US Senate authorizing and appropriations bills in the 113th and 114th Congresses 
have included legislative language for such a pilot project.

• A pilot facility for single unit shutdown sites is a fiscal and waste management imperative 
as it would:

– Reduce the government’s liability for breach of contracts;

– Return the shutdown reactor site properties to productive use more quickly; and

– Support eventual repository operations

• A permanent repository is needed and the DPC has actively supported the re-
establishment of the Yucca Mountain repository licensing process.

• The pilot consolidated storage project can and should move forward independently of 
Yucca Mountain or a successor repository project.


