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Dear Nr. Shackel ford:

I am pleased to respond to your November 15, 1979 teleg'ram to the Honorable
Frank Press, Science Advisor to the President, which has been referred to
me for reply from the Department of Energy.

, In your telegram, you urged consideration of procedures that would permit
early licensing of nuclear power plants such as the Diablo Canyon plant.
Since the time that you sent your telegram to Dr. Press, several important
things are in progress, that,you are already likely aware of, that affect
the. licensing of the Diablo Canyon plant. 'i

First, in the President's response (dated December 7, 1979) to the Kemeny
Commission on its report on the Three Nle Island accident, he requested both
the nuclear industry and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to comply with
the spirit and intent of the Kemeny Commission rec'ommendations., Accordingly,
in order to complete our licensing review, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) staff has prepared an Action Plan that identifies all actions considered
necessary as a result of the accident at Three Nile Island. The Comoission is
in the final stages of review and approval of the Action Plan. When approved,
the requirements will be forwarded to the affected utilities, including the
Pacific Gas P Electric Company (PGSE). The Action Plan will include, among
other requirements, the detailed criteria for implementing the recommendations
of the Kemeny Commission, and the NRC Special Inquiry Group and the deadlines
for implementing these requirements.

Secondly, the staff is also proceeding with preparation of safety evaluation
reports to support consideration for issuing fuel load and low power (less
than or equal to 5 percent) testing licenses for four plants currently under
review where the construction is essentially completed (Sequoyah 1, North
Anna 2, Salem 2, and Diablo Canyon 1). Licensing review priority has been
assigned to these p'lants. The decision on issuance of a license for Diablo
Canyon will, of course, rest with the Comaission.
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Mr. Barton Shackelfcad , APR 1 1980

He are continuing to work through the PG&E staff regarding aur review of Diablo
Canyon. Me plan to issue shortly a safety evaluation report regarding a low
power testing license for Diablo Canyon 1. However, in the case of Diablo
Canyon, the presiding Atomic Safety and Licensing Hearing Board may require
further public hearings on contentions related to the Action Plan require-
ments. In addition, the proceeding is still before the Atomic Safety and
Licensing Appeal Board an seismic and security issues. Under current
Commission licensing policy, these issues will also have to be reviewed by
the Commission before any license is issued.

I hope this information is useful regarding your concerns.

Sincerely,

Original o~
It Zd:ess~~Ml

D. F. Ross, Jr., Acting Director
Division of Pro)ect Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

*See previous yellow for previous concurrences
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Hr. Barton Shackelford
Presfdenn~ n-Chief Operating Officer
Pacfff.c Gas & El>ot ic Company
77 Beale Street
San Francisco, Calfforn 94106

Dear fir . Shackel ford:
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I am pleased to respond to your gembe 15, 1979 telegram to the Honorable
Frank Press, Science Advisor to the Pr sident, which has been referred to
me for reply from the Department of'y-
In your telegram, you urged consi ration procedures that would permit
early licensing of nuclear power plants such s the Dfablo Canyon plant.
Since the time that you sent y r telegram to . Pl.ess, several important
things are fp progress, that ou are already lik ly aware of, that affect
the licensing of the Diablo anyon plant.

First, in the President's esponse (dated December 7, 979) to >e Kemeny
Comofssfon on its report on the Three Hfle Island accid t, he re uested both
the nuclear industry a the Nuclear Regulatory Commfssio to compl with

'hespirit and intent f the Kemeny Commission recommendats ns. Accor ngly.
in order to complete our licensing review, the Nuclear Regul ory Commis on ,
(NRC) staff has pre ared an Action Plan that identifies all ac fons considered
necessary as a res lt of the accident at Three facile Island. Th Commission fs
in the final stat s of review and approval of the Action Plan. lien approved,
the requirements will be forwarded to the affected utilities, fnc1bdfng the
Pacific Gas & Q ectrfc Company (PG8E). The Action Plan will fnclud among
other requfreqents, the detailed crfterfa for implementing the recomm ndations
of the Kemeny/Commission, and the NRC Special Inquiry Group and the de lines
for impIementing these

requirements'econdiy,

/he staff is also proceeding with preparation of safety eva1uati n
reports tP support consideration for issuing fuel load and low power (less
than or equal to 5 percent) testing licenses for four plants currently under
review where the construction is essentially completed (Sequoyah 1, North
Anna 2, Salem 2, and Diablo Canyon 1). Licensing review priority has been
assigned to these plants. The decision on issuance of a license for Diablo
Canyon wf'll, of course, r est with the Commission.
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Nr. Barton Shackelford
President 5 Chief Operating Officer
Pacific Gas 8 Electric Company
77 Beale Street
Sa Francisco, California 94106

Dear t1r. acke'Iford:
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I am pleased to resp nd to y ur November 15, 1979 telegram to the Honorable
Frank Press, Science AdviMo to the President, which has been referred to
me for reply from the Dep tm t of Energy.

In your telegram, you ur ed consider ion of procedures that would permit
early licensing of nucl ar power plants ch as the Diablo Canyon plant.
Since the time that yo sent your telegram Dr. Press, several important
things are fn progres , that you are already ls ly aware of, that affect
the licensing of'he Diablo Canyon plant.

sidered necess
staff plans t
Commissioners
will be forwa
Electrfc Comp
ments, the de
Kemeny Commis

ry as a result of the accident at Three Nile Island. e
submit the Action Plan for review and approval of the NR

in the very near future; and when approved, the requirements
ded to the affected utilities, including the Pacific Gas 5
ny (PG8E). The Action Plan wi'll include, among other require-
ailed criteria for implementing the recommendations of the
ion, and the NRC Special Inquiry Group and the deadlines

for implements g these requfr'ements.

Secondly, the staff.fs also proceeding with preparation of safety evaluation
reports to support consideration for issuing fuel load and low power (less
than or equal to 5 percent) testing licenses for four plants currently under
-review where the construction fs essentially completed (Sequoyah 1, North
Anna 2, Salem 2, and Diablo Canyon 1). Licensing review priority has been
assigned to these plants. The decision on issuance of a license for Diablo
Canyon will, of course, rest, with the,Corrmfssion.

First, in the Pres dent's response (dated December 7, 1 9) to the Kemeny
Corrlnission on its report on the Three Nile Island accident, he requested both
the nuclear fndu ry and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission t comply with
the spirit and i tent of the Kemeny Commission recorrmttendatfons. Accordingly,
in order to corn lete our licensing review, the Nuclear Regulator onmissfon
(NRC) staff fs reparing an Action P'1an that will identify all acti s con-
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Mr. Barton Shackel.ford

We are rontinuing to work through the PG&E staff regarding ur review of Diablo
Canyon. t,'e plan to issue shortly a safety evaluation re rt regarding a low
power test'iqg license for Diablo Canyon 1 is April 198 . However, in the case
of Diablo Canyon, the presiding Atomic Safety and Li ensing Hearing Board
may require fhqther public hearings on contention elated to the Action Plan
requirements. Kn addition, the proceeding is st 1 before the Atomic Safety
and Licensing Ap)t;al Board on seismic and sec >ty issues. Under current
Coamission licensi'ng policy, these issues wi also have to be reviewed by
the Comaission befoi'e any license is issue .

I hope this informatio is useful regar ing your concerns.

Sincerely,

D. F- Ross, Jr', Acting Director
Division of Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

*See previous yellow for previous concurrences
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Mr. Barton Shackelford ' 2-

We are continuing to work through the PG8E staff r arding our review of
Diablo Canyon. 4uv target fsor~ufn~e safety valuation report rneeded

-to-suppot1t a low power testing license for Diabl Canyon 1 is April 1980.
However, in the case of Diablo Canyon, the pres ding Atomic Safety and
Lfcensigg Hearing Board may require further p lic hearings on contentions
related to-the Action Plan requirements. In ddition, the proceeding isstill befor~ the Atomic Safety and Licensin Appeal Board~ ~~~.... ~~+ ~

I hope this info nation ls useful regard) g your concerns.

incerely,

D. F. Ross, 0r., Acting Director
Division of Project ttanagement
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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Department of Energy
Washington, D.C. 20585

gag 26 >sao

MEMORANDUM FOR: Nuclear Regulatory Commission

FROM:

SUBJECT:

C is ina L, Rathkopf
E ecutive Secretary

Correspondence Referral

The attached correspondence has been misdirected to this Department
for reply. Inasmuch as it appears to fall within the purview of
your agency, we are referring this communication herewith for. your
reply. We have informed the writer of this action.

Thank you for your attention.

Mr. Barton, W. Shackelford
President and Chief Operating Officer
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
77 Beale Street
San Francisco, Cali'fornia 94106

I



~.4
I



THE WHITE HOUSE
IVASHIiYGTOib

«V 23 tS79

MEMORANDUM:

The attached letter(s)'ddressed to
the President is referred to your
office for suitable acknowledgment
or other appropriate handling at
the earliest opportunity. Should
you receive mail that has been
misdirected, please forward to the
appropriate agency. E would also
appreciate knowing when you are .

forwarding such mail. My phone
number is 456-2717.

Thank you.

ry Martha Seal
Director

Correspondence Agency Liaison
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Mr. Barton Shackelford
President & Chief Operating Officer
Pacific Gas & Electric Company
17 Beale Street
San Francisco, California 94106

Dear Mr. Shackel ford:

NRl'UK
Local PDR

NSIC
TIC
TERA
L>lR 81 File
H. R. Denton
NRR Reading
E. G. Case
D. Crutchfield
D. F. Ross
D. B. Yassallo

J. l-. Stolz
E. G. Hylton
B. C. Buckley
M. Groff (NRR-3757)
E. Hughes
B. Moore .

H. Berkow
kl'. Russell
D. Eisenhut
R. J. Mattson
R. DeYoung

I am pleased to respond to your November 15, '1979 telegram to the Honorable
Frank Press, Science Advisor to the President, whfch has been referred to
me for reply from the Department. of Energy.

., In your telegram, you urged consideration of procedures that Mould permit .
early licensing of nuclear power plants such as the Diablo.Canyon plant.
Since the time that you sent your telegram to Dr. Press, several important
things are in progress, that you are air'eady 'likely airfare of, that affect
the licensing of the Diablo Canyon plant.

First, in the President's response {dated December 7, 1979) to the Kemeny
Commfssfon on its report on the Three Nile Island accident, he requested both
the nuclear industry and the Nuclear Regulatory Conrafssfon to comply with
the spirit and intent of the Kemeny Commission recommendations. Accordingly,
in order to complete our licensing review, the Nuclear Regu'amatory Correfssion
(NRC) staff has prepared an Action Plan that identiffes all actions considered
necessary as a result of the accident at Three Mile Island. The Cormfssfon is
in the Anal stages of review and approval of the Action Plan. When approved,
the requirements will be forwarded to the affected utflftfes, including the
Pacific Gas 5, Electric Company (PG&E). The Action Plan Mill include, among
other requirements, the detailed criteria for implementing the recomtendatfons
of the Kemeny Commfssfon, and the NRC Special Inquiry Group and the 'deadlines
for implementing these requirements.

Secondly, the staff is also proceeding with preparation of safety evaluation
reports to support consideration for issuing fuel load and loM power (less
than or equal to 5 percent) testing licenses for four plants currently under
review where the construction is essentially completed (Sequoyah 1, North
Anna 2, Salem 2, and Dfablo Canyon 1). Licensing revfew priorfty has been

— assigned to these plants. The decision on issuance of a license for Diablo
Canyon will, of course, rest with the Commission.
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APR 1 1980Hr. Barton Shackelfer8 =

He are continuing to work through the POSE staff regarding our review of Diablo
Canyon. Me plan to issue shortly a safety eva'1uatfon report regarding a low
power testing license for Diablo Canyon 1. I{owever, fn the case of Diablo
Canyon, the presidfng Atomic Safety and Licensing Hearing Board may require
'further public hearfngs on contentions related to the Action Plan require-
ments. In addition, the proceeding is still before the Atomic Safety and
Licensing Appeal Board on seismic and security issues. Under current
Commfssfon licensing policy, these issues will also have to be reviewed by
the Coaefssfon before any license is issued.

I hope this information fs useful regarding your concerns.

Sincerely,
Original signal +

D. F. Ross, Jr., Acting Director
Dfvfsfon of Prospect fIanagement
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulatfon

"See previous yellow for previous concurrences
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