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Item 7 of your standing application (Agencywide Documents Access and Management 
System Accession Number ML13165A116) dated June 5, 2013, Radiation Safety Officer 
(RSO), states the NIST Gaithersburg RSO, at a minimum, must be certified in Health Physics by 
the American Board of Health Physics or must have a Bachelor's degree in a science or 
engineering field and have at least 5 years of professional-level experience in applied Health 
Physics. 
 
Your License Amendment Request, dated November 14, 2016, requested to change the training 
and experience requirements for the RSO position.  Your letter proposed changing the language 
to align with NUREG 1556, Volume 11, Revision 1, to the following: 
 

1. At a minimum, a college degree at the bachelor level or equivalent training and 
experience in physical, chemical, biological sciences, or engineering; 

2. Training and experience commensurate with the types, forms, and quantities of 
radioactive material authorized on the license; 

3. Training and experience sufficient to identify and control anticipated radiation hazards 
associated with the use, in research and development, of radioactive material authorized 
on the license; and 

4. Experience in applying knowledge of the regulatory requirements applicable to licensed 
activities. 

 
The request describes a relaxation of the standing requirements with no explanation: 
 

1. Explain the benefit or purpose in no longer needing the specific expertise in health 
physics or the 5 years professional level experience in applied health physics. 

 
2. Describe what amount and content of equivalent training would be acceptable in lieu of a 

college degree.  Provide specific examples of training required, including duration, 
subject matter, and evidence of comprehension.  Provide a brief discussion, with specific 
examples of acceptable experience applicable to licensed activities. 

 
3. Item 3 identifies requirements for training and experience to identify and control 

anticipated radiation hazards in research and development, a very specific category of 
regulatory interest.  However, other areas pertinent to the NIST license are not 
addressed for training and experience, such as manufacturing and distribution, special 
nuclear material, calibration, or irradiators.  Clarify the specification in research and 
development.  Describe the specific training and experience requirements needed for 
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research and development and why there are no such requirements specified for other 
significant areas the NIST license. 
 

4. Confirm that the proposed RSO will have training and experience sufficient to perform 
the duties of the RSO as described in your license application. 

 
5. Confirm that when a decision is made in regards to a prospective RSO, NIST will 

provide:  (1) a description of the training and experience for the proposed RSO that 
demonstrates that the individual is qualified to perform the duties required under the 
license; and (2) a Radiation Safety Officer Delegation of Authority signed by the 
licensee’s executive management. 

 
Paragraph 70.22(a)(6) of Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations states that each 
application shall contain the technical qualifications, including training and experience of the 
applicant and members of his staff to engage in the proposed activities in accordance with the 
regulations of this chapter. 


