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Mrs. Blanche Kurtz
1558 Madonna Road #29
San Luis Obispo, California 93401

Dear Mrs. Kurtz:

Your May 28, 1981 letter to the President urging the denial of an operating
license for the Diablo Canyon Facility has been referred ito me for response.
In your letter, you (expressed concerns about the proximity of the Diablo
Canyon Facility to the Hosgri Fault, the adequacy of evacuation plans should
an accident occur at this facility, and the exploration for oil and the impact
it may have on the sea jlife.

With respect to your concern on oi1 exploration, we understand that a recent
decision by the Department of Interior has been made to withdraw four basins
off the California coast (Eel River, Point Arena, Bodega and Santa Cruz) from
an oil and gas lease sale. In regard to the other matters that you.raised,

I trust that our responses provided in enclosures 1 and 2 adequately address
your concerns.

Sincerely,

Original signed by
@arz}ell G, Eisenhut

Darrell G. Eisenhut, Director
Division of Licensing
0ffice of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosures:

1. Emergency Preparedness &
Evacuation of the Area
Surrounding Diablo Canyon

DISTRIBUTION: . ..

2. The Proximity of the Hosgri [Docket File 50:275/32§
Fault to the Diablo Canyon LDPR- = " " NHughes (w/cy of incoming)
Site NRC PPR LBerry
NSIC RTedesco
TERA BBuckley
LB#3 File
HDenton N
e ECase ‘,4
109170348 810902 DEisenhut s
R ADOCK 05000275 | FMiraglia
PDR JLee (w/cy of incoming)

EE PREVIOUS CONCURRENCES SCavanaugh (#81:428)
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Nxs. Blanche Kurtz
Madonna Road #29

Your May 283\1981 letter to the President urging the denial of an opgrating license
for the DiabTtyCanyon Facility has been referred to me for response® In your
letter, you exprgssed concerns about the proximity of the DiablosCanyon Facility

to the Hosgri eartjjquake, the adequacy of evacuation plans should accident occur
at this facility, angd the exploration for oil and the impact#it may have on the

sea life. : !

Hith respect to your conc Qg on oil exploration, a rgcent decision has been made
to delay such exploration. {¥ regard to matters that you raised, I trust that
our responses provided in enctgsures 1 and 2 adequately address your concern.

Darre1'§g? Eisenhut, Director
Division Qf Licensing
Office of Nagclear Reactor Regulation

Enclosures:
1. Emergency Pgﬁg redness &
Evacuation of“the area

3

surroundis§ Diablo Canyon

s
2. Thegproximity of the Hosgri Fault
0 the Diablo Canyon site

DISTRIBUTION:
Docket File 50-275/323 REKR
LPDR &KKXXKKXKXEXX%X&X
PDR : SCavanaugh (#81-428)
NSIC NHughes (w/cy of incoming)
TERA LBerry
LB#3 Files . RREUXXERYXXRSKBXXXXX ~
ERRAXRUYX ‘ . XIEXXR¥X -
HDenton . . SERXXXZYXXX
ECase RLTedesco
' DEisenhut :
FMiraglia

Suckley Stpsheler  \ 7

LS DL:
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Conern:

Response:

o

ENCLOSURE 1

The proximity of the Hosgri Fault to the Diablo Canyon site
and the ability of the plant to withstand a severe earthquake.

The Hosgri fault, which is located 3 1/2 miles from the Diablo
Canyon plants, was discovered in 1971 and has been the subject of
intensive investigation by the Pacific Gas & Electric Company
(PG&E), the U. S. Geological Survey (USGS) and the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission. As a principal geologic advisor for the
Commission, the USGS in 1975 suggested that a magnitude of 7.5

be assigned as a potential seismic value for the Hosgri Fault. .
It is important to note that the USGS did not say that the Hosgri Fault
would experience a 7.5M earthquake but from a conservative stand-
point that magnitude could not be ruled out. Comprehensive public
hearings on this matter were held by the Atomic Safety and Licensing
Board (ASLB) over about a two-month period (from December 1978

to early 1979). Some of this nation's and the world's leading
authorities testified and were subject to cross-examination.

The experts from the NRC staff and PG&E went on to say that the
plant has been designed to withstand the greater seismic event

of 7.5. On September 26, 1979, the ASLB assigned to conduct the
licensing hearings, issued its partial initial decision which

found that a 7.5 magnitude earthquake is reasonable and meets
regulatory requirements. On June 23, 1980 the Atomic Safety and
Licensing Appeal Board for this matter issued a decision to reopen
the hearing record to obtain testimony related to a major earthquake
which occurred in California's Imperial Valley in October 1979
(shortly after the ASLB's favorable partial initial decision in
September 1979). The NRC staff testimony on this issue was
submitted to the Appeal Board in August 1980 and the hearing

before the Appeal Board was concluded in October, 1980. The
findings of the Appeal Board on this matter was issued in its
Decision, dated June 16, 1981, which concluded that the Diablo
Canyon Facility was adequately designed to withstand the effects

of the postulated Hosgri earthquake. ’






Concern:

Response:

| ' Q@
ENCLOSURE 2

Emergency Preparedness and Evacuation‘of the area surrounding
?iab]o Canyon in view of the accident at THree Mile Island
™I)

Following the TMI-2 accident, the NRC has been re-examining

the design and operation of all nuclear power plants including
emergency evacuation plans needed to cope with potential
accidents. The recommendations contained in the report by the
President's Commission on the TMI-2 accident (the Kemeny
Commission) as well as other actions recommended by various

task forces within the NRC were considered and requirements have
been established and published in NUREG-0694 for Near Term:
Operating Licenses. The Pacific Gas & Electric Company (PG&E)
has met our emergency planning requirements for fuel loading

and low power testing. For a full power license PG&E's plan
must be upgraded to be in compliiance with NRC criteria in NUREG-
0694, NUREG-0654, "Criteria for Preparation and Evaluation of Radio-
logical Emergency Response Plans and Preparedness in Support

.of Nuclear Pover Plants", and Commission guidance in the form

of the new Appendix E to the Comnission's regulations. The

NRC staff will verify that all the applicable requirements have
been met by PG&E before a full power license is granted. 1In
addition, the issue of the adequacy of emergency planning at
Diablo Canyon will be the subject of a hearing expected to take
place this fall. ' .
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”"!‘,,, R ., .. May 28, I98I

ffhe F’reslden'b Df The Unrt:ed S'ta‘i:eo " | ‘ - RS
The White House . L :
Hashlngton,noc.*20515 RN -

Deﬁr Puro EI‘OSldents | L ¢

Now ‘that I haye your axtént;on-u--ﬂ' v

. Thege enclosed maps how'you that the Diabln,mug earrylant ig practlcly
sxtflng on an earthquake foult--the Hosgri Laulte=2l miles from it. You '
‘%hggld agree that is too close For' comfort. There is @ nest of faults =~ -
. There, A later map showed connections between the Hosgr1 and San Slmeon,
.Aand the San Andrdas fanlt. (use magnlfylng glass-copy is too dlﬂn)

y PsGo & Bo, who built Dizblo found out ‘about this Hosgrl fault long
before it was completed. They should have stopped construction right then
and looked elsgvhere for a site, ’ Because they'’d spent so much money, they
were more interested in getting it to pay off.. Noy they say==0h Vell-=
Diablo could withstand a 6.4 earthquake, and it Is a one in a million chance
a larger one would happen., Well, the San.Fernando quake wds much larger. '
That ‘certainly knocked a loh of knees. Too bad a Lot of P.G. & E "Big Shotg"
weren't there at. ﬁhe time, You anW'the experts on earthquake studies say

e we are due for a reclly big oney ‘ ,

Are you StlllLWlth me?

Iaya-now llsﬁen o thias

The "Clty'Dads“ here have Juérnow become' concious we mlght need an
evacuation plan should Diablo get the go-ahgad. P.G. & E. says all the
beuch tovns south of San Tnis Oblspo, must e evacuated south east of Sénta
mﬂrlujbecause our prevailing winds, very gusty ones, would carry radiation .
in that dlrectlono As for San Iuis Obispo,--~we would have:to go north-' . °
north-east, Well, -the only way out of here is the Cuesta Grade., It has only
4 laoneso Two up<~two dovm, Now can't you .imagine that bottle-neck? ~me -
pregsuming of course thak the earthquake hasn’t already closed it, If ﬁhere
-wag a'radiation leak only, there would st;ll be a bottledneck. You must
have been through here at some txmeo ' i S

Don't £0 awayy~- ‘
Drilling for oil: along these faults would gourt dlsaster by trlggerxng
earthouakes, Taking oil out of a strata leaves a vacancy, which means #«
.re—settlelng 0f the gtratas. There is also the matter of the sea lifes
Otters, mainly only native to this area~-and the grey whales who nigrate
along here, Vhy are men like Mr. Watts appointed who knov nothing of the
areag they are assigning for exploratlonsv He could care less, just to be
popular with the power companies., He is their fair-haired bOy nowe There
are other areas without endangering people,.to get fuel that we need,
Mr. President--you're ouy fair-haired boy mow. You made us a good
governor and we made you.our President, I'm a.63 yro 0ld hative. Please
don’t let us down now, It's our life o deathu sn Xstgifeserlous engz§h9;
Whaet if your ranch was in.gur hills?
Pleanse take care of yourself, We love you, and want to kdep youo You
are doing a good job, and we want to keep you a, long tineo Been enough .

leLO'bc' in our Wh::he HOuseo Remember? ’ Now, Via con Dids, ‘ "
, : . 51ncere{%z§f Yaffechionat 1y, )
,1558 Madonna.Rd@#29 o o Mrs. Bl e yur%a R
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THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
THE WHITE HOUSE |

VASHINGTON, D.C. 20515/
J. :
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