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Dear Mr. President:
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I am taking this opportunity to call to your a ntion a matter

MA~~ '~~"'~ ~

pygmy yp 'ftttr crtc'i,"
g~e~' yy 'bBFl

,P *

0' ~
of serious con-

cern to members of our union in California and the surrounding states.

Recently, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission announced that it will be unable to
"complete action on an operating license for the Diablo Canyon nuclear power
plant in northern California until February or March 1982. This trouble-plagued
project has been in planning or under construction for more than'14 years since
Pacific Gas and Electric Company first"made. application to",construct Unit Il.
After a decade of construction time, Unit Il is complete —but still idle, and
Unit I2 is only a few months from completion. Zt is preposterous, in view of the
known energy needs of California, to further delay the operation of these facili-
ties.

Diablo Canyon, in operation, will perform three important functions for the
customers of PGGE. its 6500 megawatts of capacity will be a significant contri-
bution to easing the deficiency in reserve generating capacity of the system which
fell to 8.8% in 1980. Zt will provide electrical power at 2.50/Kwh, compared to
4.44 for coal fired plants and 9.1C for oil fired plants. The savings to PGE'E

customers in the first five years of operations are estimated to be $ 2 billion.

PGaE has met all of the safety requirements in effect during the construction
phase as well as new requirements resulting from Three Mile island. Safety ex-
perts have described the Diablo Canyon containment structure as "the strongest that
man has designed —rivaled only by the Pyramids."

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission must act in order to bring the advantages de-
scribed above to electric power consumers in the state of California. Action on
this facility will also go far to relieving the current paralysis of regulation
that afflicts planning for new nuclear power facilities. NRC has the authority to
move consideration of this facility forward and I believe that the will could be
supplied if a strong stand were taken by your office.





I urge you, therefore, to make every effort to move NRC forward in its consider-
ation of the Diablo Canyon application. l further urge the earliest possible
consideration of a new chairman for the Nuclear Regulatory Commission so that it
can adequately fulfillits obligation to meet the energy needs of this country.

With"best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

LO F SCO
neral President
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'cc: Joseph Hendrie, Chairman, NRC
AFEZ
Secretary of Labor Donovan
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