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Dear Chairman Salzman:
k

I'm writing to ask you to move, your planned February oral arguments
on seismicity, issues surrounding. the licensing of the'iablo Canyon
nuclear power plant. to San Luis Obispo, California, from Bethesda,
Maryland.

Although it is true that" the attorney representing the intervenors
has his office in Washington,, I. do not think that is sufficient
reason to hold the hearings thousands of miles away from the persons
most affected by the decisions you and your fellow board members will
make, the people of San Luis Obispo County. Indeed, the attorney for
the intervenors has already indicated his willingness to travel to
Californ'ia=, if the hearings are moved.

It is 'a fundamental requirement of any regulatory process, but
especially of one that involves tremendously serious and com-
plicated safety issues, that its integrity not be open to question.
The people of San Luis Obispo County, unfortunately, have had reason
to question some of the Commission's past act'ions with regard to Diablo
and this fact makes your responsiveness on this issue all the more-
important; Moreover, the accident at Three Mile Island has made the
public acutely aware of'the need to fully air and discuss nuclear
safety issues, before those decisions are locked in. Coverage of
the oral arguments by the local media and attendance by members of
the community. will contribute significantly to the public's ability
to participate in the many controversial and complex issues- involved
in the licensing of Diablo.'t will. give them a sense that, whatever
the final. decision on the, plant, it was made in an open and responsible
environment.

For these reasons, I urge you to move the site of the oral arguments
to San Luis Obispo County and- allow the people most concerned. with=
these safety issues full access to the hearings.

Si erely,

LEP:mfn

LEON E. PANETTA
Member of Congress
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