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1200 SOUTH BOGIE ROAD ~ P.O. DRAWER 1707, PALM SPRINGS, CALIFORNIA 92262
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B. R. SHARP AND COMPANY
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Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C.
N20555

Gentlemen:

The Desert Water Agency is a public entity formed by special act of the
California legislature. The Agency is one of 31 California State Water
Project contractors and it serves municipal water within Palm Springs
and vicinity in the upper Coachella Valley. The Agency serves a popula-
tion of about 40,000 persons and it uses about 20,000,000 kilowatt hours
of electrical energy in delivering water to consumers each year.

The Desert Water Agency obtains electricity from the Southern California
Edison Company. The Edison Company, one of the two largest electric
utilities in California, furnished electricity during the past summer to
the Pacific Gas and Electric Company, the other largest electric utility,
because said company was unable to generate sufficient electricity to meet
its demands. The unavailability of Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant, as
had been planned, was, in part, responsible.

It is our understanding that the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power Plant has
been complete and ready for operation for about. two years and that once the
regulatory procedure is completed, the plant will possibly be incorporated
into the Pacific Gas and Electric Company system. The plant is needed to
aid in meeting statewide demand in power and energy.

The California Energy Commission recognizes the need for said plant in its
assessment of required resources (UTILITY PLANNED RESOURCE ADDITIONS, 1979-1991,
10/26/78, copy attached). The California Energy Commission also recognizes
that the delay in planned operation of the plant required the Pacific Gas and
Electric Company to obtain electricity from the Southern California Edison
Company. The inability of the Pacific Gas and Electric Company to meet demands
upon its system places additional burdens upon the Southern California Edison
Company system.

The Desert Water Agency supports the development of economically feasible and
environmentally sound electric generating plants. In view of information made
available to the general public and in view of the excellent safety records
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Nuclear Regulatory Commission

that nuclear power plants have in California as well as the nation, the
Desert Water Agency endorses the approval of Diablo Nuclear Power Plant
for operation. The Agency hereby requests that full consideration be
given to the need for sufficient low cost energy in California to permit
users to reasonably meet their obligations and that the Diablo Canyon
Nuclear Power Plant be licensed for operation.

Yours very truly,

DESERT WATER AGENCY

By
'

~ Gillar Boyd„Jr..
Presid'ent
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