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Mr. Gordon K. Dicker, Chief
Environmental Projects Branch 2
Division of Reactor Licensing
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555
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Mr. Dicker:

This is in reply to your
April 24, 1975 concerning updating
the Di.ablo Canyon units.

letters dated January 28 and
of environmental information on

Set forth below is an update on the conditions i.ncluded in
the Unit 2 construction permit by the ASLB decision dated August 2,
1974.

a. Moni.torin Pro rams —The ecological and radiological
baseline monitoring programs have been continued. Results of these
programs are included in a report entitled "Environmental Investiga-
tions at Diablo Canyon, 1972 — 1973", a copy of which i.s at:tached.
Additional copies will be forwarded to you under separate cover by
May 9, 1975. The results of the programs are also described in a
similar report being prepared for the year 1974; which is expected to
be avai.lable in July 1975. The construction. permit conditi;on a. also
refers to a "monitoring program for operation." This is described i.n
g 3.0 of the proposed Environmental Technical Specifications which
were submitted March 1, 1974. The second draft of the Environmental
Techni.cal Specificati.ons will be submitted this month.

b. Potential for Entr inment. and Impingement - A program
to determine the potential for entrainment and impingment of certain
marine organisms is described i.n g 4.5 of the proposed Environmental
Technical Specifications. The concentrations of fi.sh eggs and larvae
of mari.ne organisms have been det:ermined in field studi.es near the
intake cove breakwaters. These studies commenced in July 1974. Pre-
liminary study results willbe avai.lable in August 197541 Documentation





ACIFIC GAS AND ELECT COMPANY ~f 4424

Mr. Gordon K. Dicker May 2~ 1975

willbe available by December 1975. Data on small fish concentration
is incomplete. It vill not be feasible to determine accurately small
fish concentrations until continuous cooling water svstem flow is
available to draw small fish past. fixed sampling devices.

c. Chlorine — On-site chlorine tests, both physical and
biological, ax'e scheduled to commence when continuous cooling crater
system flow is available. Some laboratory testing of chlorine tolerance
levels will commence this year. The program is described in g 4.7 of
the proposed Environmental Technical Specifications.

l. ~fl: — f I.' 'b ~ I. 9 2.1
of the proposed Environmental Technical Specifications.

e. Transmission "Lines —A copy of the envixonmental report
concerning redress of areas affected by transmission line construction
submitted to the California Public Utilities Commission last year is
foxwarded herewith. A copy of the report for 1974 willbe foxwarded
by June 1, 1975. The program for redress of af ected areas as developed
with the California Public Utili~ies Commission was accepted on benalf
of the Staff following the enviz;onmental hearing by ?Ir. Robert Cushman>
at. that time Envixonmental Project Manager.

Harmful Effects - No harmful effect,s which could lead to
irreversible or an unacceptable degr e of damage have. been detected by
the monitoring programs. Information concexning an abalone mortality
discovered last July has been forwarded to the ASLB and parties to the
construction permit hearing. A definitive xeport on this incident is
being prepared and willbe submitted to you by the middle of this month.

g. Ocean Current Studies — Ocean current field studies are
being conducted on a monthly basis. The program is described in g 4.2
of the proposed Environmental Technical Specifications. The results
of the studies are included in the report on the 1972-1973 environ-
mental investigations (p. 29) and willbe included in the report for
1974, which is m~ected to be available in July.

h. Ph sical Model - Construction of a physical model of the
Diablo Canyon plant's thermal discharge system, including a 1:75 non-
distorted simulation of the intake, discharge, Diablo Cove geometry/
intake cove geometry, tides, and currents, is completed. Preliminary
experiments which will lead to a comparison of the model with proto»
type dye test. results obtained in September 1974 are underway. Although
some technical difficulties are being encountered by the model con«
sultant at the present time, preliminary thermal predictions from the
model are expected to be available in July 1975. Documented model
x'esults, which will include estimates of the effect. of wind. on the
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basic model thermal plume, are e>wected to be available late this year.
Modeling of discharge alternatives vill follow.

i. and g. Test Program — These conditions will be responded
to as soon as construction and operating capabilities permit. Dye
measurements with one unit operating at full flow and no 'thermal input
have been, completed in connoci=ion with validating the physical model.

Your letter dated January 28, 1975 also requested information
concerning removal of the intake cofferdam. This is set forth in
Chapter XX of the report on environmental investigations during 1972-3g
which willbe filed by Nay 9, 1975. Biological and physical investiga-
tions and monitoring of the intake cove are continuing. Dredging of
the cove has continued essentially without interruption since January
1974. Updated information on the cove will be included in the report
covering environmental investigations. during 1974.

Xnformation concerning tests of the cooling water system
wi11 be forwarded by the middle of this month. Xnformation concern-
ing PGandE demand, resources, and reserves willbe forwarded by June 1,
1975

Xf you have any further questions concerning availability
of environmental information, please let me know.

Very truly yours,

. Philip A. Crane, Jr.

Enclosures
CC w/o encs. i ASLB Members

OL Hearing Parties
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