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Mr. Harold T'. Orr
814 Sierra Madre
Santa Maria, California 93454

Dear Mr. Orr:

Your letter of February 20, 1976 has-been referred to me for Teply.
Your letter expressed concern about the sqfety of .the Diablo Canyon
Nuclear Power Plant, especially since there is a fault close to the
plant.

With .regard to reactor safety in general, the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) conducts a safety review of every commercial nuclear
power plant application. "This review is performed.to determine if

the construction and operation of the plant will be-a hazard to the
health and safety of the public. In particular, this review
investigates the radiological consequences of normal-plant operation
and also.the radiological consequences of several postulated accidents.
In both cases, the radiological consequences must be acceptable for all
the people living adjacent to the proposed plant or the plant's design
must be modified prior to construction or operation. AN description of
how the NRC conducts safety reviews is provided in Enclosure No. 1.

With regard to the nearby fault, our review of the Diablo Canyon Nuclear

Power Plant is not finished. The NRC staff and its consultants are
presently evaluating the seismic design of the plant. The status of
this evaluation is described in Enclesure No. 2. As with other nuclear
power plants, those portions of the plant which contain radioactive
material and cool the reactor are required to be designed to safely

" withstand earthquakes which can occur at the site. I can assure you

that all actions necessary to ensure an-acceptable level of safety will
be required before an operating license is issued.

Q

OFFICE D~ .
SURNAME =

DATE 3~

AR e s amninss smw a4 Laesersains s tepn

T T
M ETLE LN

N ess Tyray (eun







I trust you will find this information responsive to your concerns.

Enclosures:

N

Mr. Harold T. Orr

1. Insuring Safety Design of
Nuclear Power Plants

2. Diablo Canyon Seismic
Design EBvaluation

-2 -

Sincerely,

Original Signed by,
Olan Parr

Olan D. Parr, Chief
Light Water Reactors

Branch No. 3
Division of Project Management

orrice> MDA LWR-#.3 wmuun

BURNAME 3>

pate> |... 0 S b L S—

L DPM; LR #.3 oo

S e DAL LA SO osere .

DPM:LWR-#3

MAR 1°0 1976

------ ODParr

3 o] 76

Form AEC-318 (Rev. 9-53) AECM 0240

* U. 8: GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICK?: 1974-820-.166






Fred f‘,i’:’s,‘;.s*fx *;»ﬁu "W .
L ="y ,‘s

' [ T
v N ¢ o o LA
. . N ' zﬂi«:“?’
. [

1. Ld%“}f?/%’”;ffz;ymz L | 77%. 20, "7'74
| ‘J" it Mo 1 Sanp. PH s fors 277

'. ' qeod, /,7 /m,z‘/ DQ /mn:) ths ' area ﬂw—//-
”5”% ﬁ/”‘e"”f/m?"’””wm

'3 S /owau /’ ot ﬂW

| ;%7 L T (e

2 ’* ' 1/(-21’{“)4, /M \JI:,//WLL/ //W

Rz 2 2 /}Mo&d M OO M\M Mw'ﬁ
o/%bw e 17/ o’o% (’ ‘%e//@ﬂw

b e cososs, a7 Yoo 'M 6‘2‘/
TN e T &Z/W ,/( | % 2 i

A2
A EVRPRINASE S

AL A TR

§
A R
?\

Mopme e e OGN 0w DD [V 5 Y L AP

= - Z{/’ D :&_'. 4%/,//”;’ i&-ﬁ'f s/S‘}cr {w/wa ne%/ﬁ’ """‘ /
L N 5/:" i) 7 A A= T
et TN rﬁ M '///)f/f//z/t}g% e R R Yl

g5

%
|






