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Mr. Harold T. Orr
814 Sierra Madre
Santa hhria, California 93454

Dear hfr. Orr:

Your letter of February 20, 1976 has been referred to me for reply.
Your letter expressed concern about the safety of..the Diablo Canyon
Nuclear Power Plant, especially since there is a 'fault close to the
plant ~

With .regard to reactor safety in general, the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) conducts a safety review< of every commercial nuclear
power plant application. This review is performed,to determine if
the construction and operation of the plant will be=a hazard to the

'ealthand safety of the public. In particular, this review
investigates the radiological consequences of normal. plant operation
and also the radiological consequence's of several postulated accidents.
In both cases, the radiological consequences must be acceptable for all
the people living adjacent to the proposed plant or the plant's design
must be rredified prior to construction or operation. A''description of
how the NRC conducts safety reviews is provided in Enclosure No. l.
-With regard to the nearby fault, our review of the Diablo Cmyon =-Nuclear
Power Plant is not finished. TJie NRC staff and its consult'ants are
presently evaluating the seisnuc design of the plant. The status of
this evaluation is described in Enclosure No. 2. As with other nuclear
power plants, those portions of the plant which contain radioactive
materia1 and cool tho reactor are required to be des'igned to safely

'ithstand earthquakes which can occur at the site. I can assure you
that all actions necessary to ensure an. acceptable level of safety will
be required before an operating license is issued.
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hh'. Harold T. Orr
MSiR 1 P 1976

I trust you will find this information responsive to your concerns.

Sincerely,
Original Signed by
Clan Parr

Olan D. Parr, Chief
Light Mater Reactors

Branch No. 5
Division of Project hhnagement

Enclosures:
1. Insuring Safety Design of

Nuclear Power Plants
2. Diablo Canyon Seismic

Design Evaluation
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