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Box 788
Berkeley, CA 94701
February 1, 1979

qO

Atomic Safety and-. oa rd
Nuclear Regulatory Combed.sion
Landovr Building, Roon 1209
>Washington, .D.C. 20555

Dear Ms ~ Bovrers, Dr. hartin and Mr. Bright:

In regards to the hoarings concerning tho Diablo Canyon nuclear facility
in San Luis Obispo County, California< I was unable to attord the public

hearings there, but auld like to go on record opposing the oommissioning

o that plant as a nuclear facility.

I see it as your duty to ensure the safety of t}m poople in the San

Luis Obispo area and in California by seoing to it tint the faoility
at Diablo C'anyon is sufficiently strong to vrithstand the rraximum

possible earthquake at that site. You should settlo for no less ~

I understand that nuclear power generating facilitios can be converted

tu a non-nuolear fuel souroe ( at considerablo expense, to bo sure )

and it seems to me that this alternative should bo assessed as it may

prove much cheaper than.reinforoing the entiro struoturo to vrithstand

ten timos tho enorgy release that it vras. designed for.

Finally, I am not convinced that the extra generating capacity of this

plant is necessary.
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STATEi'i 'HT ON DIABI,O-
Bill Denneen

.".any people have asked me why I committed a ~'crime" at the
Diablo demonstration of August 6th. This is an attempted response.

Nurember Principle:
.There are higher moral laws which at times may contradict

current local laws. The Nuremberg Principle states Chat "indiv-
iduals have international duties which transcend the n"tional
obligations of obedience imposed by the individual state."

This is based on the post-';;orld )!rar Ii trials in Germany
which dealt with the Holocaust respon..ibilities. Yrany claimed
Chat they were just followi'ng orders.

Civil Disobedience:

Acts of civil disobedience have been basic to Che success of
Ar,erican democracy, e.g., the Boston Tea Party, women's right. Co
vote, birth control clinics, defense of the whales and other wild-
life, the anti-war movement, etc. Henry David Thoreau and. Vargaret
Sanger have been my inspir"tional examples of persons who acted in
conscience to oppose exist,ing state and nat;ional laws.

The Crime:

Basically the "crime" with which I was charged. consisted of
crossing a blue line painted on the road about, twenty yards out-
side the entrance gate to Diablo Canyon. It is interesting to
note that last year I was inside this blue line area for about
eight hours carrying an anti-nuclear placard and was not arrested.l do not believe in trespas'sing over a fence, but, I do believe thatit is not an act of trespass Co cross a blue line painted on the
road.

The so-called "crime" was a symbnlic one, a message. I am
sure that, anyone, anytime, could go to the s me place and stand
for the same length of time and nothing would happen.

Questions Chat PG8cE Has . Avoided:

1. Insurance: If nuclear fission is so safe, why isn't Diablo
fully insured'? The limited insur nce that it does carry is
subsidized by the federal government (Price-Anderson Act).

2. Desalinization: Almost 70'fo of the heat produced by this plantwill be so-called waste heat. At a t,ime of energy shortages and
severe drought;, why isn't this heat used for desalinization?
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(cont! d)

.3. Decommissioning: Uhat are the plans for destroying this plant
in 25-30 years?

I+. caste: tlihat will happen to the radioactiv'e waste so that future
generations will not be burdened with this awful legacy? In 1976,
PG8cE c'ontributed- $ 500,000 to the defeat of Froposition 15.- The
proposition would have placed a moratorium on new fission plants
until a solution to the waste problem could be found. The half
million dollars would have been better spent finding an answer
to the problem rather than avoiding it.

Biased Information:
PGRE is supposedly dedicated to. the public interest yet -it main-

tains an elaborate and expensive »Nuclear Information Center" to pro-
mote biased, pro-nuclear information. If the Center presented both
sides of the issue, I probably would not have committed civil dis-
obedience. The issue of using nuclear fission with its death-dealing
by-products is too important for anything less than the full and com-
plete facts available to everybody openly and honestly.

Alternatives:
tt'e don t need dangerous and expensive nuclear plants to supplyelectricity. Clean renewable energy sources are available today.. Byretro-fitting buildings, far more energy could be saved by the year

1990 than even a vastly accelerated nuclear program could produce.
Redesigning our buildings to be energy efficient could. save 4 to 6
billion barrels of oil per year by 1990, in addition to creating
2 to 3 million jobs and being 6 to 10 times less expensive than pro-
ducing an equivalent amount of energy.

The Demonstrators:
Most of the 500 demonstrators were alert, responsible, and edu-

cated people in their twenties, although the age range was 14.-70.
There vere students, teachers, construction workers, farmers, retired
people, and even a Catholic nun. I felt proud to be associated v ith
such a fine group of people'. (As for myself, I have lived in the same
house(for 15 years, worked f'r the same employer f'r 18 years, and
have passed the half-century mark.)

Since the demonstration, I have talked with many (about 60)
San Luis residents about the demonstration. Three were opposed;
the rest were supportive. Ten plan to demonstrate next yearf

Punishment:
The courts are over-reacting and over-punishing. They have the

false idea that by increasing the punishment the demonstrations will
stop. Viet Nam showed otherwise.I committed civil disobedience with the full knowledge that
punishment would follow. Six months in jail with loss of freedom would
be very difficult for me, but if that is the punishm nt,' am ready.I am not on trial----nuclear fission is.

Bill Denneen
760 Cielo lane~>i cnmn r Scca,





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COM'|ISSION

(Diablo Canyon Nuclear Power
Plant, Units 1 and 2)

In the Hatter of )
)

~ PACIFIC GAS AND ELECTRXC COMPANY )
)
)
)
)
)
)

Docket No. (s) 50-275
50-323

CERTXFXCATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that I have this day served the foregoing document(s)
upon each per-on designated on the official service list compiled by
the Office of the Secretary of the Commission in this proceeding in
accordance with the requirements of Section 2.712 of 10 CFR Part 2

-'ulesof Practice, of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's Rules and
Regulations.

Dated at Washington, D.C. this
/+ day ot' 197 1

Office f the Secretary of the Commission
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Richard S. Salzman, Esq., Chairman
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Board
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
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Atomic Safety and Licensing appeal

Board
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Alan S. Rosenthal, Esq.
Atomic Safety and Licensing Appeal
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