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The Honorable Charles McC. Mathias, Jr.
United States Senate
Wa..hington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator Mathias.

I am pleased to respond to your note of February 10, 1977, forwarding

a note from your constituent Ms, Marian Barbour. Ms. Barbour enclosed the
January 27 Jack Anderson column concerning the Diablo Canyon Nuclear

Power Plant and expressed an opinion that the plant should not be allowed
to operate.

The Hosgr:. fault was discovered in 1971 close to the plant and has been
the subject of investigation by Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PGSE),
the U. S. Geological Survey and the Commission since 1973 when PGEE applied
for an operating license.

Operation of the plant is being held up, at considerable cost, because
the earthquake safety questions are not yet resolved. The first unit at
this site was essentially completed early last year. It appears that
operation will have been held up about 1 1/2 years before a decision on
the operating license can be made. ]

The plant is located 3 1/2 miles from the Hosgri fault on a fomdat:ion

of compatent rock. What we are dealing with here is a question of

redesign and modification to withstand more severe ground shaking than

was considered in the original design. However, there is no reason to be
~concerned about ground rupture at the plant site due to an earthquake.

The Nuclear Requlatory Commission (NRC) staff has called for an analysis

to determine what changes may be necessary so that the plant can withstand

a magnitude 7,5 earthquake on the Hosgri fault recommended by the United

States Geological Survey. This is a very severe carthguake design basis.

" The plant's owner, Pacific Gas and Electric Company, is porforming this
engineering analysis. Then the matter must be reviewed in turn by the
NRC staff and by the independent Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards.
In the process, it will have been scrutinized by many competent geologists,
seismologists and structural engineers, including independent consultants
of national stature. E‘inally, the matter will be considered by the Atomic
Safety and Licensing Board at’a public hearing.
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The Honorable Charles HeC, Mathias, Jr. - 2 -

It is not known, at this time, what the final decision will be.

Az you requested, this response is made to you in duplicate and the orig-
inal correspondence is returned, I trust you will £find this information
responsive to your request.

Sincerely,

?Slgned) Les V. Gosslck

Lee V. Gossick
Executive Dt ucipr-
for Operations~

Enclosures ;

Ietter from Ms. Marian Barbour
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It is not known, at this time, what the f£inal decision will be, However, -
the chfb\gegulations require that the plant be designed to.withstand the
most severe\garthquakg that could be expected to occur at the site. This
nmust be demongtrated before operation of the plant is permitted.

\ &

I trust you will £ind this information responsive to your request.
Sincerely,>”)ﬂ
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- It is not.known, at this time, what the final decicion wili be.

As you requested, this responsésis made to you in duplicate and the orig-
inal correspendence is returnéd. I trust you will £ind this information
responsive to your request, l

Sincerely,
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UNITED STATES
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555 .

*t

MAR 1 0 1977

MEMORANDUM FOR: Lee V. Gossick, Executive Director for Operations
SUBJECT: LATE RESPONSE TO CONGRESSIONAL MAIL - DIABLO CANYON

The enclosed response to congressional mail is late because the response
was not drafted until 2 1/2 weeks after the incoming letter was received
by my branch. This was so because I was busy preparing. responses to
inquiries from Representatives Moss and Udall about Diablo Canyon

and developing plans to expedite the licensing process for this plant
if possible.

et Y. I ‘ Z/%Z@W
v S 7/#7 7

g 3, = D. P. Allison, Project Manager
3}&9,,w5¢{ﬁé5-———~§ ) Light Water Reactors Branch No. 1
Division of Project Management




ve

N
" Y
i
"
e . Ba g N )
» - )
.
..
) X . ) o v !
) " e Sy .- =
. = >
) . J
. - -
s - . .
@ .l
-
”
- .




FROM' ' ACTION CONTROL DATES CONTROL NO.
a, Choxles 0. Dathien COMPL DEADLINE |3J27 %% 01497
‘ ACKNOWLEDGMENT DATE OF DOCUMENT ;
INTERIM REPLY b le ik i |
TO: ] - g PREPARE FOR SIGNATURE i
R . FINAL REPLY; . .+ . OD' CHAIRMAN 1
] FILE LOCATION ™/ 7% © £ {J EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR |
. . ‘,I, ,r’»—_ 7 OTHER: £pbéred |

- DESCRIPTION  [JLETTER [IMEMO [J REPORT [J OTHER |SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS OR'REMARKS :

. “ \ ,
: ...i iex fo Mnglos Raxdenv eppoelng granwing|  gewiim emclsauce wiveply |
- lan cporaning Meoenee oy Tiakia Canyen ‘ |

S ;&'E;:?
. CLASSIFIED DATA ‘ T
DOCUMENT/COPY NO. CLASSIFICATION] : -
NUMBER OF PAGES CATEGORY
POSTAL REGISTRY NO. O n~nst Oro 0O FrRD
ASSIGNED TO: DATE INFORMATION ROUTING LEGAL REVIEW O rFinac 0 copy
Dratatass 2£35837 | €aca ASSIGNED TO: DATE NO LEGAL OBJECTIONS _
5 - - NOTIFY: :
ST votkor Fllom (L0008 ] EDO ADMIN & CORRES BR
- i i ’ B3l EXT.
2 o aras ) : COMMENTS, NOTIFY:
- : ?m A - - EXT.
. . B JCAE NOTIFICATION RECOMMENDED: Oves - no
NRC FORM 232 “EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR FOR OPERATIONS DO NOT REMOVE THIS COPY -

11175

PRINCIPAL CORRESPONDENCE CONTROL







r . -

FROM:

Sen. Chagles 120, aamm

ACTION CONTROL DATES
COMPL DEADLINE | J32£F7

CONTROL NO.

- 014397

2

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

INTERIM REPLY

DATE OF DOCUMENT

203507

TO: R PREPARE FOR SIGNATURE
It - s
b _ FINAL REPLY D], CHAIRMAN )
. . FILE LOCATIQN I 0 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
J OTHER: 2=tgded
DESCRIPTION [MLETTER [JMEMO [J] REPORT [J OTHER [SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS OR REMARKS ‘
Enel ix fm Uerlon Baxdaa epposlog grantiny Zeturn vaclosera wfraply
an cperating leense fo8 Diablo Conven
Lt
CLASSIFIED DATA - )
DOCUMENT/COPY NO. CLASSIFICATION[ ] .
NUMBER OF PAGES CATEGORY . 5 -
POSTAL REGISTRY NO.|' -0 nNst Orp [ FRD L .
ASSIGNED TO: - DATE INFORMATION ROUTJ}NG LEGAL REVIEW O FIiNAL O coey
RIpepd i1 | k2go ASSIGNED TO: DATE NO LEGAL OBJECTIONS
, NOTIEY:
: ol E&k‘? (:’;’?% g O EDO ADMIN & CORRES 8R
L ; = "'-v; EXT.
. ey COMMENTS, NOTIFY:
oYy
mx [
! JCAE NOTIFICATION RECOMMENDED: Oves O no

NRC FORM 232
11-75)

EXECUTIVE'DIRECTOR FOR OPERATIONS

PRINCIPAL CORRESPONDENCE CONTROL

DO NOT REMOVE THIS COPY

&







»>

.
. .
.
» o«
P . .
AN ‘*\!‘ - '
'

VWinifed . Siales Denate

February 10, 1977

RE: Ms. Marian Bubour

Respectfully referred to:

Congressional Liaison
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Plecase Reply To:

358 Russell Senate Office Bldg.
.Washington, D. C. 20510

Because of the desire of this office to be

responsive to all inquiries and communications,

your consideration of the attached is
requested. Your findings and views, in
duplicate form, along with return of the
enclosure, will be appreciated by

fra L
£l 8 . ‘2 /1/7}
;‘\.»‘«'.'. X cvren ;/ / ,_-_w\-:d

CharlesuMcc«mMathLaqur«mu
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