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Docket l&. 50-275
and 50-323

The Bonorable Charles /AC.'athias, Jr.
United States Senate
Hmhington, D. C. 20510

Dear Senator Yathias:

l am pleased to respond to your note of February 10, 1977, forwarding
a note from your constituent ffs. Harian Barbour. Hs. Barbour enclosed the
January 27 Jack Anderson coleman concerning the Diablo Canyon Nuclear
Power Plant,and expressed an opinion that the plant should not be allow+3
to operate.

I

The Hosgri fault was discovered in 1971 close to the plant and has been
the sub)ect of investigation by Pacific Gas and Electric Company {PGS8),
the U. S. Geological Survey and the Comission since 1973 when PKB applied
for an operating license.

Operation of the plant is being held up, at considerable cost, because
the earthquake safety questions are not yet resolved. The first unit at
this site was essentially completed early last year. Xt appears that
operation willhave been'eeld up about 1 l/2 years before a decision on
the operating license can be made.

h

'Xhe plant is located 3 1/2 miles from the Hosgri fault on a foundation
of competent rock. @mt we are dealing with here is a question of
redesign and modification to withstand more severe ground shaking than
was,considered in the original design. However, there is no reason to be
concerned about ground rupture at the plant site due to an earthquake.
The Nuclear Regulatory Cmsnission {NRC) staff has called for an analysis
to determine what changes may be necessary so that the plant can withstand
a magnitude 7,5 .earthquake on the Hosgri fault reconrended by the United
Stat s Geological Survey. This is a very severe earthquake design basis.

'he plant's owner, Pacific Gas and Electric Company, is p rforming this
engineering analysis, Then the matter must be reviewed in turn by the
NRC staff and by the independent Advisory Comittee on Reactor Safeguards.
ln the process, it will have been scrutinized by many competent geologists,
seismologists and structural engineers, including independent consultants
of national stature. Finally, the matter will be considered by the Atomic
Safety and Licensing Board at' public hearing.
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Tne HOnOrable Charlee HCC. Ir1athiaS, Jr. - 2-

Xt is not known, at this time, vhat the final decision villbe.

As you requested, this response is made to y~u in duplicate and the orig-
inal corresgondence is returned. X trust'you vill find this information
responsive to your realest.

Sincerely,

($igeeg) l.ee V< Ge~<Q"

Leo V. Gossick
EXeCutiV0 Dt ~Ciot-
for Operahons-

Enclosure:
Etetter from Ns., Harian Barbour
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She Honorable Charles lfcC. Hathias„ar. - 2-

Xt is not knock, at this time, >Cat the final decision villb . Hy~ever,
the r. h rqgulati nC requira that th~lant b aligned rith n~dehe
no eecate ea Ouake ttat could exgect tc <m~c at tt atm'.XIIie
r st 8 strated xoro os tion of We plant is perm'ed.

As you requested, this response is made to you in duplicate and the orig-
inal correspondence is returned. I trust you vill Hnd this information
responsive to your request.

Sin"erely,

Enclosure:
Letter fmn Hs. Harian Barbour
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'+o Honorable Charles MCC. Mathias, Jr . - 2—

Xt is not knew, at this tire, Mat the final decision vi11 be. However,
the la@'+regulations reguire that the plant be designed to.elthstand the
most severe, earthquake that could be expected to occur at the site. &~is
must be demonstrated before operation of the pIant is rermitted.

F

l trust you l~il1 find this information re~nsive to your request.

Sincerely,-
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the Honorable Charles WcC. Nathias, Jr. - 2-

Zt is not,kievan< at this time, Mhut the final decicion vil1 be.

Aa you requested, this respon="6 is made to you in duplicate an@ the orig-
inal correspondence is return@. X trust you Millfind this information
responsive to your request.

SincerelyF

Enclosure:
Letter fma Ns. Harian Barbour
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UNITEDSTATES

NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20555

I

MAR 1 0 1977

MEMORANDUM FOR: Lee V. Gossick, Executive Director for Operations

SUBJECT: LATE RESPONSE TO CONGRESSIONAL MAIL - DIABLO CANYON

The enclosed response to congressional mail is late because the response
was not drafted unti 1 2 1/2 weeks after the incoming letter was received
by my branch. This was so because I was busy preparing. responses to
inquiries from Representatives Moss and Udall about Diablo Canyon
and developing plans to expedite the licensing process for this plantif possible.

D. P. Allison, Project Manager
Light Mater Reactors Branch No. 1

Division of Project Management
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'7Jhnkeb 4c ka annie
February 10, l977

RE: Ms. Marian Bubour

Respectfully referred to:
Congressional Liaison
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Please Reply To:
358 Russell Senate Office Bldg.

. Washington, D. C. 20510

Because of the desire of this office to be

responsive to all inquiries and communications,
your consideration of the attached is
requested. Xour findings and views, in
duplicate form, along with return of the
enclosure, will be appreciated by

Charles- McC..-.Mat,bias. Jr-,--.
U.S.S.

eorm -'2
CM:rc
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Bureau of Reclamation knew, . protect thepublicsafety.. „..., days after the loss of the dam, .

long before,a billion gallon~ oft -: The . NRC 's toughening-'its,'he .other'wo weeks after the ~* - »
.water backed.up bdund the: standards to~ake the".Diablo loss',".'.".he reported blandly to

dam, that it was a risky project.': Canyon plant moie earthquake'the.":AYater and .'Power .sub-.-.:. -.

The geology '.was tricky, the.':resistant.i But„.." no ''human. committee. -." '., ~"~"'. +'.
- engineering dubious..'Sut .un-z,.engiheerintv cou'fd guarantee the-'.,"There havebeen a number of:.' '
fortunately," Washington .~was . safety of a p]anE on the".edgeicf" heart;attacla. "I"think--the':-".

~more Knsitive to the lobbying:hneartnguakefault.;". "-. g~" drownings were a total of five,'..-
'woof whom were a cou le of 7/I% ~

forthedamthantothescientific, . The NRCs prospect manager p
warnings against it. And so thi'ifor the'lant, .Dennis.hlDson',".arid 08 years of age who,were -."-„

,government built a, monster. told us'.that the'ommission's'~arned tiy re)atives.in ample",.~ Gt
. called Teton..!-'~'";.- -r,~<:, ~~" i'roposed: safety -. regulations"..'time but refused to'leave. their.'."." ".
',:.Now a worse disastermay.be.': give some~comfort '"but ~ot 'home."Some'ime'later,"when "> "A ~

in the makin'g on the California, much."; He acknowledged. that they saw the water'rising,'hey ".-:.i
.-'oast:A nuclear power'plaht is. 'the site"'turned out to be not. did choose to leave,'but it was .:.-'-''

nearing. completion iiear Diablo. >
su'ch a grea'tplace,'l'V"~;q "'toolate. They were drowned.". --'->.'-, -'"

;Canyon,'ustythree.miles, from ~,,Yet so'much money and effort.~ It is true'hat the. warnings ~','-',.1
~ an earthquake line called Hosgri 'has ~,invested'in.the'plant" ,.reached most Idaho residents in'W.'-;~:.'r
I'autt.;:=:i',-'.-'.~ -'-t.'-.~ '."- and;.so „"many.r. powerful time"foi them to. escape "the.=t"-'-,

'. The Hosgri'Fault.hadn't been ', politicians have backed it,":that flood. For this, the dam builders,,
discovered when We.':govern-> there is tremendous pressure ~;..deserve. no. credit;. thousands. '-.","
ment.-issued the'construction: open."at,, Allison'said" the might have been: dro~~-..z
permit iin . 1968., But'=several: operating -.licens6''probably" 'tam'm assured us'that he and ~"
eminent, geologists warned that> wouldbegranted:„~"x'..~~~-', his agency are "extremely sen-'-,„''.
more''care should be taken to ': Itwasalso thesite;according sitive": 'to the'Teton -

Dam.:-,'I
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locate possible fauttsin that ear='o connmional Findings, that disaster. Rut:rifi~ sterner ~ .~r -".

thquake-prone area":.»' „doomed the Teton Dam. But the" measures had been taken again-".-.', j':-:
'; In'1971, Shell 00 geologists an-', politicians who 'promoted 'the st the responsible'ureaucrats,
'nounced. the'discoveiy of .the dam ~ th'. bureaucrats who'he NRC might'be a'ttle less
'Hosgri.Fault.'=They found it by: planned ithave not been held ac;, willingto issue an operatingper-"-,-'.:,

.':usinga metho'd, ironically,.that countable for the billion -'ollar.=,, mit to a nuclear plant on the rim.'... ", ".
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'thquake danger," the govern- Congress, of couise, con- '.-.": ' '-c .',: ..
ment went . ahead with the ducted its usual.invesbgaDons, - ~e.I ilk ~"
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iary-citizenl:Got a minute?'i'm
~ing to keep in touch(";" ' '-.. ~ .
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Diablo Canyon plant. It doesn t but these ~ didn t per ti.rb
take a geologist to figure out'eclamation Commissioner GD

. air. That way I know wh jre it i.-„.:
that an earthquake could rup- Stamm. He .told some..~ ' "

~ '- '. - "-,(
ture the nuclear power plant.. bureaucrats,aswereportedlast —Oregon State,footb'all coach
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.'." water roared over the peaceful "-~The construction of the plant "
ASHfx&6x-'itst rtcd in'. Idaho-y.-=.: countryside. could have been stopped m 19';-" NO\V SM have discovc~ d

et'darkness befo~ dawn -'hfiraculously, 'only 14 ~piet'of course, before the ful/..@LZ"Ntionalevidenceof Msapparcnt..-
~ .'ied from iUie flood's ravages.- billion it cost.to build it was'sp- nonchalance over the-= darn .~

'girifican tricfJed doy n the But',ove" h billion doDars worth ~ cnt. Nowjt is too late to roc:ov~w,disaster.",-.. At. o scurf '.sfouse-;":"
canyon wali near the north end .'of Idaho real estate was washedi the enormous."construction ~g'earlngs<tamm Pooh - Poohed „,-"-,

t ~~ . ~g~~ Toto». raway." Thousands'. ~ere.'.left'. the plant wBl'soon beire" dy @ the casualty count,~ vnich had '" -;
~q-~i; ~ -,i„.-,„.homeless.i ~ r..i~..~ -- „:,' ... " open..'However, it sliD 'requi."es 'then reached only 11.,"The total '." ".;

e ~nu't" ~~~re n~„::Subsequent investigations in-„-"an operating: license. from .the'~ number of deaths is Q; three of
$unday minie $ "w dicated that the dam should not c Nuclear 'egulatory „. Com.".which are gunshot wounds, two'-.'

',,„:,.have been built at all. Fo". the'~;mission,=-ivhich 'is suppcsed'o:were'suicides, one is a couple of
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