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FROM: S.-S. Kirslis, Environmental Project Manager
Environmental Projects Branch 1

SUBJECT: TRIP REPORT RELATED TO DIABLO CANYON

Tuesda mornin Januar 8 1980 Sacramento, California

A meeting was held in the offices of the Fish'nd Wildlife.Service of the
Department of the Interior in consultation with them regarding five endangered
species that might be affected by the operation of the Diablo Canyon Nuclear
Generating Station. The list of attendees and the gist of the discussions
are contained in the enclosed letter of January 23, 1980, from the NRC to
the Fish and Wildlife Service.
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Tuesda afternoon Januar- 8; 1980 Sacramento, California

A meeting was held with Ms.'ictoria Roberts of the California Native American
Heritage Commission at her office to discuss two matters: (1) our intention

. to request a determination of the eligibility of the SLO-2 archeological site
within the Diablo Canyon plant boundary for 'the National Register of Historic
Places (NRHP) and (2) criteria according to which the NRC can assess its .

responsibilities under the Native American Religious, Freedom Act regarding
the access of the Chumash Indians to plant areas for religious purposes.

Ms. Roberts agreed that the eligibility of the SLO-2 site for the NRHP should
be'etermined. and suggested we consider the possibility of proposing a larger
archeological district which might be combined with the Rattlesnake Canyon

district which is already in the NRHP.

On the access issue, Ms. Roberts advised consultation with leaders of the
California Indian communities. She mentioned in particular Lee Dixon and

John Flynn of the Santa Barbara Indian Center, fir. Archie Fire Lame Deer-
a spiritual leader of the Sioux, and Victor Lopez - a representative of the
Chumash Indians. She discussed the need for such direct consultation in
making reliable assessments regarding the religious significance of particular
areas and archeological sites to various tribesi

Re resentin the NRC at this meetin were R. L. Ballard, S. S. Kirslis
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Wednesda mornin , Januar 9, 1980 San Francisco, California

A meeting was held at the offices of the Pacific 'Gas and Electric Company
at 77 Beale Street, San Francisco, California on the archeological and .Indian
access issues with the. following attendees:

PG&E: Roger Peters
John blcLaughlin
Keith Houston
Dick Alves
Rick Etzler

NRC: Ronald L. Ballard
ktarc Staenberg
S. S. Kirslis

Nr. Peters and Nr. HcLaughlin reviewed the history of contacts between PG&E
and Indian representatives on matters relating to the curation of Indian
artifacts unearthed during plant construction, and to arrangements for
access of Chumash Indians to areas of the Diablo Canyon site for religious
and ceremonial purposes.

There is currently a dispute between the Chumash and the archeological
groups which now have possession of the artifacts as to which items
should be returned to the Chumash. PG&E emphasizes that it is not
involved in this dispute.

On the matter of access to areas of the Diablo Canyon site by living
Indians, nine or ten Indians, including Lee Dixon of the Santa Barbara
Indian Center, toured the Diablo Canyon site in early tray of 1978.
Keith Houston of PG&E sent a letter to Lee Dixon on Nay 20, 1978, asking
for the type of visiting arrangements which would be acceptable to the
Chumash. No response was received by PG&E. In flay of 1979 there was a
meeting between Roger Peters of PG&E, Narc Staenberg of -NRC and William
Seidell, the State Historic Preservation Officer of California, to
discuss the access issue further, but no definitive action ensued.

At the current meeting, the PG&E representatives expressed a willingness to
meet with representatives of the Chumash on th'e access issue and to negotiate
a "reasonable" agreement.

According to Roger Peters'nterpretation of the Native American Religious
- Freedom Act, it applies only to.Federal property. t1arc Staenberg's interpre-

tation is somewhat different to the effect that the spirit of the law is to
protect access to all areas connected with religious sites and practices,
although there's some question about the force with which the law can
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The question of the effect of NRC's security regulations on the frequency and
ease of access also comes up. However, the SLO-2 site, which appears to be
the most valuable archeological site, is not in a protected area for which
the security regulations are particularly strict. The access road to'SLO-2
passes close to, but not through, protected areas.

PGGE plans to issue shortly a management plan to protect the archeological
resources on the Diablo Canyon site.

R. L. Ballard and S. S. Kirslis outlined NRC's plans to request from the
Keeper of the Register a.determination of the eligibility of archeological
site SLO-2 for the National'Register of Historic Places.

Mednesda afternoon, Januar 9, 1980 'an Francisco, California

R. L. Ballard,'. S. Kirslis and Narc Staenberg met with Sandra Sobelman
of the San Francisco office of Interagency Archeological Services to discuss
our'lans regarding the SLO-2 site and,the issue of present-day Chumash
access to the site.

tts. Sobelman generally approved of our plans regarding SLO-2 and also suggested
the possibility"of enlarging the Rattlesnake Canyon district to the south to
include the 'Diablo Canyon site. She said she would cooperate by reviewing our
eligibility request for technical accuracy and by sending her opinion to the
Keeper of the Register.

Me discussed the access issue in general terms only since Ms. Sobelman did
not possess detailed knowledge of the Chumash and their religious rites and
customs as they related to the need for visiting particular sites.

Thursda mornin , Januar 10, 1980 Santa Barbara, California

R. L. Ballard, S. S. Kirslis and Narc Staenberg met at the Santa Barbara
Indian center with Lee Dixon, the director of the center, and with two
Indian representatives: Archie Fire Lame Deer and Francie
R. Ballard opened the meeting with a general statement of the desirability
of settling the issues of the archeological sites at Diablo Canyon and
the access of the Chumash to these sites before the issuance of the
operating license for the Diablo Canyon plant.

S. S. Kirslis discussed the plan to request a determination of the eligibility
of the SLO-2 site for the National Register of Historic Places. 'e also
discussed the plant security considerations involved with access to the nuclear
plant. Some kind of security escort would be required for visitors to the
Diablo Canyon site.

'Narc Staenberg discussed the objectives and provisions of the Native American
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The NRC representatives expressed an interest in learning the religious
and spiritual significance to the Chumash of visits to the plant area.

Botg Lee Dixon and Archie Fire Lame, Deer particularly stressed that the
SLO-2 site was only a small part of the old Chumash-area an'd that areas
where ceremonies were held might be considered, by Indians, more spiritual
than areas like SLO-2 which contained more artifacts and burial grounds.
Hhen questioned how such special areas could be found, Archie Fire Lame

Deer suggested that present-day Indian religious leaders could identify them
intuitively by walking over the areas. *

It was generally agreed among the attendees that a specific agreement was
needed between the Chumash and Pacific Gas and Electric Company spelling
out in detai.l the areas,to „be Visited, tl>e number of visitors, the frequency
and duration of visits, the security arrangements acceptable to both parties,
etc. If such an agreement is reached before the issuance of the operating
license for. the Diablo Canyon plant, the agreement could be considered for
possible inclusion as a condition of the license.

A particular difficulty in completing such an agreement is locating bona
fide representatives who could sign for the Chumash. Lee Dixon committed
to take up this problem with the leaders of-the Chumash community and to
locate authorized signers. The problem of access was left, then, that
the Chumash leaders would formulate a detailed proposal for access to
the Diablo Canyon. plant area and present, the proposal to Pacific Gas and
Electric Company.
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Thursda afternoon Januar 10, 1980 Santa Barbara, California

R. L. Ballard and S. S. Kirslis met with Travis Hudson, the curator of
the Santa Barbar'a Museum of Natural History. The museum contains several
large rooms devoted to exhibits of Chumash artifacts and Chumash history.

)le discussed with Travis Hudson the political, economic and religious
ways of life of present-day Indians, including the Chumash. His viewpoints
on the current activities of the Chumash arid, in particular, the function
of. the Santa Barbara Indian Center, were helpful in providing us a broader,
picture of the'nteraction of Indian groups and government~agencieg in the
State. I,,J . /gi r /
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S. S. Kirslis, Project Manager
'Environmental Projects Branch 1

Division of Site Safety and
Environmental Analysis
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