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The Honorable Lando W. Zech, Jr.
Chairman

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Chairman Zech:
SUBJECT : REVIEW OF THE PEACH BOTTOM ATOMIC POWER STATION RESTART

During the 347th meeting of the Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards,
March 9-11, 1989, we reviewed the Philadelphia Electric Company's (li-
censee's) plans for restart of the Peach Bottom Atomic Power Station and the
evaluation of these plans by the NRC staff. Our Subcommittee on General
Electric Reactor Plants, which considered the Peach Bottom Restart, met with
representatives of the licensee and the NRC staff on March 9, 1989 to discuss
this matter. We also had the benefit of the documents referenced.

Since the transmittal of the shutdown order to the licensee on March 31,
1987, there have been major changes in corporate and plant management, in
staffing, training, and procedures. There has also been a significant and
largely successful effort to eliminate overdue preventive maintenance items.

The NRC staff is prepared to conclude that, subject to completion of certain
well-defined commitments to modifications of equipment and revisions of
procedures, the licensee can, with the organization now in place, operate the
Peach Bottom Atomic Power Station without undue risk to the health and safety
of the public. We find no reason to disagree with the staff's position.

Since the staff's evaluations have been made for a managerial and operational
team that has not yet operated the plant at power, we endorse the staff's
plans to continue a close monitoring and evaluation of this team for an
appropriate period after operation at power has begun.

As requested, we have examined the gquestions raised by Councilwoman Barbara
A. Risacher of Harford County, Maryland, in her letter of August 30, 1988 to
you. We conclude that these issues have been dealt with appropriately by the
licensee and by the staff.

Mr. J. C. Carroll did not participate in the Committee's deliberations regar-
ding this matter.

Sincerely,

Forrest J. Remick
Chairman
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