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Other Information About Audits

Examples of Audit Plans and Summary Reports
 In addition to following the guidance provided in the NRO OI, you should review these 

examples of Audit Plans and Summary Reports.

Audit Plans
Audit Plan for APR1400 Design Certification (DC) PRA , Severe Accident Evaluations, 

and Reliability Assurance Program (ML15099A710).
Audit plan for APR1400 DC, Confirmation of Component Design and Qualification 

(ML15222B259).
Audit Plan for NuScale Power, LLC, Pre-Application activities Human Factor 

engineering topics (ML16195A178).

Audit Summary Reports
Audit report for APR1400 DC, Confirmation of Component Design and Qualification 

(ML15350A057).
Audit report for Turkey Point Units 6 & 7 Structural Calculations Supporting SER 

Section 3.5.2 (ML16105A431). 
Where can you find more information?
 Talk to your Branch Chief, Senior Technical Reviewer, or Project Manager
 10 CFR 52.47 “Contents of applications, Technical information”
 10 CFR 52.63(c) “Finality of standard design certifications”
NRO-REG-108, “Regulatory Audits” (ML081910260)
NRR-OI LIC-111 “Regulatory Audits” (ML082900195)

Things to Avoid
Using the term “requirement” when asking for information related to compliance with 

guidance contained in guidance documents such as SRPs or RGs.  Only regulations and 
orders are “requirements.”

Deviating from the audit plan.  A follow-up discussion can be held, if necessary.
Communicating adequacy of information.  Exit briefing should not be used to 

communicate the adequacy of the application.  Staff’s evaluation(s)/conclusion(s) 
belong in the SER.

Basing regulatory finding on information that was solely reviewed during an audit. If 
information reviewed during an audit (that is not available in other docketed 
correspondence) is needed to support NRC’s regulatory finding, request such 
information be placed on the docket via an RAI or supplementary response to existing 
RAI. 

Removing non-docketed information from the audit site. 
Downloading, copying, or printing information.  Do not download, copy, or print  any 

electronic information if utilizing Webinars, GoTo meetings, or electronic reading 
room.

Abbreviations
ADAMS – Agencywide Documents Access and Management System
CFR – Code of Federal Regulations RAI – Request for Additional Information     
ESRP – Environmental SRP RG – Regulatory Guide
IAW – In accordance with SER – Safety Evaluation Report
OI – Office Instruction SRP – Standard Review Plan
PM – NRC Project Manager SSC – Structures, Systems, and Components

http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/cfr/part052/part052-0047.html
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/cfr/part052/part052-0063.html
http://nrr10.nrc.gov/NRO/reading-room/office-instructions/docs/ML080600394.pdf
http://nrr10.nrc.gov/webapps/OI/docs/ML082900195.pdf


Audit Plan
Prior to conducting an audit, a detailed plan shall be developed by the technical 
reviewer(s) in consultation with the branch chief and project manager and approved by 
the division directors.  Branch chiefs should have a complete understanding about the 
issue to be examined and why the staff believes an audit is the most efficient way to 
obtain the information.  

The audit plan should include, at a minimum:
A brief background as to why an audit is needed;
The regulatory basis for the audit (i.e., compliance with 10 CFR part 52, SRP guidance, 

codes and standards compliance, RG applicability, etc.);
A detailed description of the issue to be reviewed and how the audit will result in issue 

resolution and closure;
A detailed description of information required during the audit;
Audit team members, assignments, and logistics (i.e., when, where, and how the audit 

will be performed); and 
Audit reports and other deliverables (i.e., exit briefing).

Regulatory Audits
Regulatory audits are performed:

• To evaluate non-docketed information developed to support docketed information 
or to gain a better understanding of methods used to arrive at the 
licensee’s/applicant’s conclusion or both;

• To assess whether non-docketed information will need to be docketed to support 
the staff’s regulatory findings;

• To confirm implementation of programs or processes that track commitments, 
industry initiatives, or other actions that support regulatory actions or decisions. 

Regulatory audits may focus on specific technical documents or may be performed by 
reviewing a sample of information that are used in support of a regulatory action.  
Examples of documents that can be audited include calculations, design information, 
computer codes, procedures, test reports, test plans, and process information.  

Best Practices 
Staff should have a clear and understandable regulatory basis (e.g., regulatory 

requirement or SRP acceptance criteria) before conducting an audit.
Staff should clearly articulate in the audit plan the information gap in the licensee’s or 

applicant’s submittal by citing the appropriate section(s) of the application and 
identifying related RAI(s), as applicable, and highlighting the specific information to be 
examined. 

Staff should focus the audit taking into account: 
• Available information on the docket;
• Amount of margin in the referenced analysis results;
• Conservatism in the referenced analysis assumptions; 
• Consistency of licensee’s/applicant’s analysis with NRC guidance and other similar 

approved designs;
• Risk significance of the SSC; and
• Information needed to show conformance to NRC guidance and compliance with 

NRC regulations.
When practical and to minimize travel related costs, consider:

• Utilizing Webinars, GoTo meetings, and an electronic reading room to conduct an 
audit;

• Holding the audit locally (i.e., at the licensee’s/applicant’s office near the NRC 
office); and

• Limiting the number of staff that travel to an on-site audit.
Staff should report an issue with immediate safety concerns discovered during the 

audit to management, the licensee/applicant, and resident inspector(s), as 
appropriate.

Staff should list audited documents in the regulatory audit summary. 
Staff should coordinate large on-site and reactor site audits with the PM, regional 

office, resident inspector, and the licensee/applicant, as applicable. 
 In preparation for the audit, consider:  

• Holding a pre-audit meeting with the audit team members and the responsible 
supervisor(s) to discuss assignments and expectations; and

• Developing a list of key technical issues and sharing the information with the 
licensee/applicant 14 days before the audit, unless circumstances require an audit 
immediately.

For audits lasting more than 2 days, the audit leader should consider:
• Holding an entrance briefing, periodic status meetings, and an exit briefing with the 

licensee/applicant;
• Providing a status briefing each day with the responsible supervisor(s) and the PM;
• In coordination with the licensee/applicant, developing a list of audit action items 

to track the status during the audit; and
• Discussing preliminary audit results with NRC management prior to the exit briefing 

with the licensee/applicant.
Staff should place the regulatory audit summary report into ADAMS within 90 days of 

audit completion.
Staff should, at a minimum, consult with Division management when domestic travel is 

required for an audit.  If international travel is required, consult with Office 
management.

Prior to conducting as audit, the staff should review the office instruction NRO-REG-
108 “Regulatory Audits.”

Criteria for Audits
 Regulatory audits can expedite the clarification of information provided on the 

docket, minimizing the issuance of RAIs.  Staff should use guidance provided in NRO-
REG-108, “Regulatory Audits,” and relevant SRP sections, as well as technical 
judgment when determining the need for an audit.  

 An audit is conducted to evaluate supporting information for the 
licensee’s/applicant’s conclusions or positions.  For example:
• Information that supports the submitted design basis (e.g., detailed calculation, 

methodologies, design/procurement specification inputs, procedures, and 
proprietary/security information); 

• Supporting information that clarifies the basis for an analysis in the application that 
departs from an approach cited in the SRP, RG, ESRP, and other design bases 
documents; or 

• New or updated information that is available to complete the staff’s evaluation of 
RAI response(s).

https://adamsxt.nrc.gov/WorkplaceXT/IBMgetContent?objectStoreName=Main.__.Library&vsId=%7B4B86E052-0B25-4CE7-B84D-FCD8D407D79E%7D&objectType=document
https://adamsxt.nrc.gov/WorkplaceXT/IBMgetContent?objectStoreName=Main.__.Library&vsId=%7B4B86E052-0B25-4CE7-B84D-FCD8D407D79E%7D&objectType=document
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/nuregs/staff/sr0800/
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