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Agenda
• Introductions and Opening Remarks
• Issues and NRC staff position 

– Reporting requirements for medical treatment of 
personnel 

– Reporting requirements for unplanned contamination 
events

• Path Forward
• Additional Clarification of Specific Concerns Regarding 

Path Forward 
• Comments/Questions from members of the public
• Closing 



Issues for Resolution

• Two issues were submitted under the NEI 14-14 
Regulatory Issue Resolution Protocol related to 
the reporting requirements contained in  the 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
– Clarification on the definitions of “medical facility 

(onsite vs. offsite)” and “with spreadable 
contamination“ under 10 CFR 40.60(b)(3) and 
70.50(b)(3). 

– Clarification on the definition of “unplanned” under 
10 CFR 40.60(b)(1) and 70.50(b)(1).



Reporting Requirements for Medical 
Treatment of Personnel

10 CFR 40.60(b)/70.50(b) Twenty-four hour report: 
Each licensee shall notify the NRC within 24 hours 
after the discovery of any of the following events 
involving licensed material:

• 40.60(b)(3)/70.50(b)(3): An event that requires 
unplanned medical treatment at a medical facility of an 
individual with spreadable radioactive contamination 
on the individual’s clothing or body. 



Staff Position
Issue: Clarify medical facility, onsite v. offsite 

• “The NRC has decided to require reports of any injured 
person introducing spreadable contamination into a 
medical facility regardless of who maintains the facility. 
The NRC must be aware of these incidents to ensure 
appropriate radiological controls are used and to 
ensure any radiological consequences are properly 
addressed. ” 

* Federal Register, Vol 56 No. 159, page 40763 (b)(3) response to Comment 35

The reporting requirement applies to both onsite 
facilities as well as those offsite such as local hospitals.



Staff Position

– Issue: Clarify “with spreadable contamination”
• “A radioactively contaminated individual is a person 

who has removable surface contamination on their 
clothing or on accessible portions of their body that can 
be detected by standard methods and can be spread to 
other individuals… The NRC is concerned about any 
contamination that is introduced into a medical facility 
by an injured person.” 

* Federal Register, Vol 56 No. 159, page 40762 (b)(3) response to Comment 32



Reporting Requirements for 
Unplanned Contamination Events 

10 CFR 40.60(b)/70.50(b) Twenty-four hour report: Each licensee 
shall notify the NRC within 24 hours after the discovery of any of 
the following events involving licensed material:

• 40.60(b)(1)/70.50(b)(1) An unplanned contamination event that:

(i) Requires access to the contaminated area, by workers or the public, to be 
restricted for more than 24 hours by imposing additional radiological controls or 
by prohibiting entry into the area

(ii) Involves a quantity of material greater than five times the lowest annual limit 
on intake specified in Appendix B of section 20.1001-20.2401 of 10 CFR part 20 
for the material, and 

(iii) Has access to the area restricted for a reason other than to allow isotopes 
with a half-life of less than 24 hours to decay prior to decontamination 



Staff Position

“Reports of unplanned contamination events that 
exceed the activity half-life and access restriction 

thresholds are necessary to assure the Commission 
that contaminated areas are being decontaminated 

in a safe and timely manner” *
*Federal Register, Vol 56 No. 159, page 40764 Discussion on Contamination Events 



Staff Position
Issue: Clarify the definition of “unplanned” 

• Although the term “unplanned” is not expressly defined within the regulation, 
examples of reportable events are provided: 

– “A spill of licensed material in the form of a fine powder that requires workers to use 
additional respiratory protection for more than 24-hours”

– “A leaking shipping container that requires a normally unrestricted shipping facility to be 
locked up for more than 24-hours”

– “Contamination from a leaking sealed source that requires workers in the area to wear 
additional protective clothing for more than 24-hours”

• “If a licensee discovers that an area has unexpectedly been contaminated with 
licensed material, the Commission expects the licensee to impose appropriate 
controls to keep exposures and releases as low as reasonably achievable until 
the area can be decontaminated” *

*Federal Register, Vol 56 No. 159, page 40764 Discussion on Contamination Events 

Based upon the examples and discussion provided, contamination events that 
occur unintentionally or unexpectedly, such as leaks or spills, are subject to the 
reporting requirements.



Staff Position
Issue: Clarify the definition of “unplanned” 

• Although no distinction is expressly made between areas 
that are radiologically controlled and those that are not, the 
following discussion is provided: 

– “ If controls beyond those that were required before the 
contamination event occurred are necessary for more 
than 24 hours, the Commission expects the licensee to 
report the event”*

*Federal Register, Vol 56 No. 159, page 40764 Discussion on Contamination Events 

The reporting requirement applies to all areas where 
unplanned contamination events occur, including those that 
normally have radiological controls. 



Issue Resolution and Path Forward

Based on the rules as written and the staff position, 
the most appropriate and enduring issue resolution 
will be achieved using one or more of the following 
established regulatory processes:

• Generic Communication – Regulatory Issue Summary 
to clarify NRC position 

• Exemption Request – 10 CFR 40.14(a) and 70.17(a)
• Petition for Rulemaking – 10 CFR 2.802



Issue Resolution and Path Forward
Exemption Request – 10 CFR 40.14(a) and 70.17(a)

NRC staff will consider, on a case-by-case basis, requests seeking relief from the 
reporting requirements involving the treatment of contaminated workers at onsite 
medical facilities.  

At a minimum, the staff considers the following criteria to be important components 
of these exemption requests:

1. The onsite medical facility is in a restricted area and not accessible to members of the 
public;

2. An injured worker can reach the onsite medical facility without traversing any 
areas accessible to the public;

3. Radiation safety personnel, who have been trained and qualified in 
contamination control, are readily available;

4. Equipment and facilities that may be needed for contamination control are 
readily available; and

5. The licensee commits to establish and maintain a log of contaminated workers 
treated at the onsite medical facility, and provides this information for NRC 
inspection upon request.



Additional Clarification

Feedback is being solicited on the following:

• Proposals for the use of other established 
regulatory processes to close the two issues

• If a RIS were used to clarify the regulatory 
requirements, what topics would be helpful if 
specifically addressed?  



Questions? Comments?
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