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LOCo1tlon 

Function of baffle-former assembly is to direct coolant flow 
through the core. It also provides lateral support to the core 
during a seismic event or loss-of-coolant accident (LOCA). 
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- Section XI mandatea 
examination of mftit 
every 10 years 

• All PWRs have been performing every 
year ti on 
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• To manage aging of RVI, IP2 committed to enhanced 
inspections following MRP-227-A, consistent with 
NRC guidance 
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• Inspect every 
• All PWRs with baffle-former bolts must 

perform these inspections (most PWR 
designs) 
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• Results: 
• All baffle edge-bolts were acceptable 
• 227 total baffle-former bolt identified as failed 

/ • 182 ultrasonic testing failures ) 
• 31 visually identified as protruding { hrok.LA... w :l bo It W-s lk' ti':..., 
• 14 inaccessible, conservatively assumed failed ( uT lu...c..) 

Bolts to be sent out for analysis by Westinghouse and LPI , an 
independent engineering firm 
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Indian Point Unit 3 (IP3) 
• Developing evaluation of baffle-former assembly considering 

information from IP2 

• Eva I uating schedule for future baffle ~bo~lt::;e;:xamin=:i:. i=a:iti~o =1~~:;;:;:;;;;;;:~~~~1\ 
currently planned in 2019 ;lllJr 12d w '"" 
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o Review Entergy's evaluation of the as-found conditions to 
independently assess the safety significance and 
whether there were prior performance issues 
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in IP2 ' 

• Less openillng time ttNm 11111~: .... • No current indicatiog.af 
significantpeoblems 'Mlla1lliillfe.-b'l"8r 

o Analysis for other Westinghouse plants haW derrionstrated 
significant margin regarding the total number of required bo 

o Will reassess IP3 functionality based on results of IP2 analysis 
currently in progress 

• Resident Inspectors onsite to independently assess if 
conditions change 

• NRC will review Entergy's evaluation of IP3 and their plans 
for future baffle-former assembly exams 
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On~one fouQIJ1l1611Ctft.:blt 
Section XI visual ins 

• Over 12,000 baffle-fiftl'l'l~•ra.llfi~ 
inspected to date 

• Only 3.6% defective (potential~ craCked) 
• Excluding IP2 results, 2°.k defective 
• Several plants of similar age or older to IP2 have 

inspected 
• These older plants have found no more than 10% 

defective bolts 
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/ • EPRI considers MRP-227-A a living program 
• Changes can be made in response to 

operating experience 
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• Region I and NRR m91iltitltfff. 
cause, and IPS Im~ 

• Decide If regulatory action n ~~!~'11'n: 
- Operating experience withllll~ronner 
- IP2 root cause analysis results 
- Operability of IP2 under all design basis conditions with as-

found defective bolts 

• Potential actions could include acceleration of baseline 
inspection schedule, shorten reinspection interval, or no 
change 

• Could implement through modification to guidance, or 
generic communication if warranted by safety impact 
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