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5353 YELLOWSTONE ROAD, SUITE 308A
CHEYENNE, WY 82009

PHONE: (307)772-2374 FAX: (307)772-2358
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Consultation Code: 06E13000-2016-SLI-0247 June 29, 2016
Event Code: 06E13000-2016-E-01278
Project Name: Jane Dough ISR Project

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project
location, and/or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of
your proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills
the requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please note that
under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the Act, the accuracy of
this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be completed formally or
informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be completed by visiting the
Environmental Conservation Online System-Information, Planning, and Conservation System
(ECOS-IPaC) website at regular intervals during project planning and implementation for
updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested through the
ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

Please feel free to contact us if you need more information or assistance regarding the potential
impacts to federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and
proposed critical habitat. We also encourage you to visit the Wyoming Ecological Services
website at  for morehttp://www.fws.gov/wyominges/Pages/Species/Species_Endangered.html
information about species occurrence and designated critical habitat.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and
the ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2)
of the Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required



to use their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or
designated critical habitat.

A biological assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2)
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological
evaluation similar to a biological assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended
contents of a biological assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the biological assessment or biological evaluation, that
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service
recommends that candidate species, proposed species, and proposed critical habitat be addressed
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered
Species Consultation Handbook" at:
http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

We also recommend that you consider the following information when assessing impacts to
federally listed species, as well as migratory birds, and other trust resources:

: Consultation under section 7 of the Act is requiredColorado River and Platte River Systems
for projects in Wyoming that may lead to water depletions or have the potential to impact water
quality in the Colorado River system or the Platte River system, because these actions may
affect threatened and endangered species inhabiting the downstream reaches of these river
systems. In general, depletions include evaporative losses and/or consumptive use of surface or
groundwater within the affected basin, often characterized as diversions minus return flows.
Project elements that could be associated with depletions include, but are not limited to: ponds,
lakes, and reservoirs (e.g., for detention, recreation, irrigation, storage, stock watering,
municipal storage, and power generation); hydrostatic testing of pipelines; wells; dust
abatement; diversion structures; and water treatment facilities.

Species that may be affected in the Colorado River system include the endangered bonytail (
), Colorado pikeminnow ( ), humpback chub ( ), andGila elegans Ptychocheilus lucius Gila cypha

razorback sucker ( ) and their designated critical habitats. Projects in theXyrauchen texanus
Platte River system may impact the endangered interior population of the least tern (Sterna

), the endangered pallid sturgeon ( ), the threatened pipingantillarum Scaphirhynchus albus
plover ( ), the threatened western prairie fringed orchid (Charadrius melodus Platanthera

), as well as the endangered whooping crane ( ) and its designatedpraeclara Grus americana
critical habitat. For more information on consultation requirements for the Platte River species,
please visit http://www.fws.gov/platteriver.

: The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 U.S.C. 703-712), prohibits the taking ofMigratory Birds
any migratory birds, their parts, nests, or eggs except as permitted by regulations, and does not
require intent to be proven. Except for introduced species and some upland game birds, almost
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all birds occurring in the wild in the United States are protected (50 CFR 10.13). Guidance for
minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects that include communications towers (e.g.,
cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm.

The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668-668d) prohibits knowingly taking, or
taking with wanton disregard for the consequences of an activity, any bald or golden eagles or
their body parts, nests, or eggs, which includes collection, molestation, disturbance, or killing.
Eagle nests are protected whether they are active or inactive. Removal or destruction of nests, or
causing abandonment of a nest could constitute a violation of one or both of the above statutes.
Projects affecting eagles may require development of an eagle conservation plan
(http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/eagle_guidance.html). Additionally, wind energy projects
should follow the wind energy guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing
impacts to migratory birds and bats.

If nesting migratory birds are present on or near the project area, timing of activities is an
important consideration and should be addressed in project planning. Activities that could lead
to the take of migratory birds or eagles, their young, eggs, or nests, should be coordinated with
our office prior to project implementation. If nest manipulation (including removal) is proposed
for the project, the project proponent should contact the Migratory Bird Office in Denver at
303-236-8171 to see if a permit can be issued for the project. If a permit cannot be issued, the
project may need to be modified to protect migratory birds, eagles, their young, eggs, and nests.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in
the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project
that you submit to our office.

Attachment
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Official Species List
 

Provided by: 
Wyoming Ecological Services Field Office

5353 YELLOWSTONE ROAD, SUITE 308A     

CHEYENNE, WY 82009

(307) 772-2374 

http://www.fws.gov/wyominges/
 
Consultation Code: 06E13000-2016-SLI-0247
Event Code: 06E13000-2016-E-01278
 
Project Type: ** OTHER **
 
Project Name: Jane Dough ISR Project
Project Description: Uranerz Energy Corporation (Uranerz) plans to license the Jane Dough Unit
(Township 43 North, Range 76 West, portions of Sections 20, 21, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31, 32, 33, and 34)
and use the in situ recovery (ISR) extraction/mining method. The Jane Dough Unit is an amendment
to the original Nichols Ranch ISR project and will add wellfield areas to the overall production of
the project. The Jane Dough Unit contains approximately 3,680 acres, of which approximately 40.8
ha [101 ac] of mostly grassland vegetation will be disturbed. The timeframe for the Jane Dough
Project will be 10 years and is expected to start as activities at the Nichols Ranch Project area
decline.
 
Please Note: The FWS office may have modified the Project Name and/or Project Description, so it
may be different from what was submitted in your previous request. If the Consultation Code
matches, the FWS considers this to be the same project. Contact the office in the 'Provided by'
section of your previous Official Species list if you have any questions or concerns.

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

Project name: Jane Dough ISR Project
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Project Location Map: 

 
Project Coordinates: MULTIPOLYGON (((-105.97858428955078 43.647379730216116, -
105.97909927368164 43.691956147956965, -106.04827880859375 43.69183202564382, -
106.04724884033203 43.64725551568439, -105.97858428955078 43.647379730216116)))
 
Project Counties: Campbell, WY | Johnson, WY
 

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

Project name: Jane Dough ISR Project
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Endangered Species Act Species List
 

There are a total of 2 threatened or endangered species on your species list.  Species on this list should be considered in

an effects analysis for your project and could include species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain

fish may appear on the species list because a project could affect downstream species.  Note that 1 of these species

should be considered only under certain conditions.  Critical habitats listed under the Has Critical Habitat column may

or may not lie within your project area.  See the Critical habitats within your project area section further below for

critical habitat that lies within your project.  Please contact the designated FWS office if you have questions.

 

Flowering Plants Status Has Critical Habitat Condition(s)

Ute ladies'-tresses (Spiranthes

diluvialis)

Threatened

Mammals

Black-Footed ferret (Mustela nigripes) 

    Population: U.S.A. (WY and specific portions

of AZ, CO, MT, SD, and UT)

Experimental

Population, Non-

Essential

Experimental, non-

essential population of

black-footed ferrets

established pursuant to

Section 10(j) of the

ESA.  Section 7

consultation not

required except on

lands administered by

the U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Service or the

National Park Service.

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

Project name: Jane Dough ISR Project
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Critical habitats that lie within your project area
There are no critical habitats within your project area.

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

Project name: Jane Dough ISR Project
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Appendix A: FWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
 

There are no refuges or fish hatcheries within your project area.

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

Project name: Jane Dough ISR Project
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Appendix B: FWS Migratory Birds
 

The protection of birds is regulated by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle

Protection Act (BGEPA).  Any activity, intentional or unintentional, resulting in take of migratory birds, including

eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16

U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)).  The MBTA has no otherwise lawful activities. For more information regarding these Acts see:

http://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/laws-legislations/migratory-bird-treaty-act.php

http://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/laws-legislations/bald-and-golden-eagle-protection-act.php

 

All project proponents are responsible for complying with the appropriate regulations protecting birds when planning

and developing a project.  To meet these conservation obligations, proponents should identify potential or existing

project-related impacts to migratory birds and their habitat and develop and implement conservation measures that

avoid, minimize, or compensate for these impacts.  The Service's Birds of Conservation Concern (2008) report identifies

species, subspecies, and populations of all migratory nongame birds that, without additional conservation actions, are

likely to become listed under the Endangered Species Act as amended (16 U.S.C 1531 et seq.).

 

For information about Birds of Conservation Concern, go to:

http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/birds-of-conservation-concern.php

 

For information about conservation measures that help avoid or minimize impacts to birds, please visit:

http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/project-assessment-tools-and-guidance/conservation-measures.php

 

To search and view summaries of year-round bird occurrence data within your project area, go to the Avian Knowledge

Network Histogram Tools at:

http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/project-assessment-tools-and-guidance/akn-histogram-tools.php

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

Project name: Jane Dough ISR Project
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Migratory birds that may be affected by your project:

There are 21 birds on your migratory bird list.  The list may include birds occurring outside this FWS office jurisdiction.

Species Name Bird of

Conservation

Concern (BCC)

Seasonal Occurrence in Project Area

American bittern (Botaurus lentiginosus) Yes Breeding

Bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) Yes Year-round

Black Rosy-Finch (Leucosticte atrata) Yes Year-round

Brewer's Sparrow (Spizella breweri) Yes Breeding

Burrowing Owl (Athene cunicularia) Yes Breeding

Ferruginous hawk (Buteo regalis) Yes Breeding

Golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos) Yes Year-round

Grasshopper Sparrow (Ammodramus

savannarum)

Yes Breeding

Greater sage-grouse (Centrocercus

urophasianus)

Yes Year-round

Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovicianus) Yes Breeding

Long-Billed curlew (Numenius

americanus)

Yes Breeding

McCown's Longspur (Calcarius

mccownii)

Yes Breeding

Mountain plover (Charadrius montanus) Yes Breeding

Pinyon Jay (Gymnorhinus

cyanocephalus)

Yes Year-round

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

Project name: Jane Dough ISR Project
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Prairie Falcon (Falco mexicanus) Yes Year-round

Sage Thrasher (Oreoscoptes montanus) Yes Breeding

Short-eared Owl (Asio flammeus) Yes Year-round

Swainson's hawk (Buteo swainsoni) Yes Breeding

Upland Sandpiper (Bartramia

longicauda)

Yes Breeding

Western grebe (aechmophorus

occidentalis)

Yes Breeding

Willow Flycatcher (Empidonax traillii) Yes Breeding

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

Project name: Jane Dough ISR Project
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Appendix C: NWI Wetlands
 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal Federal agency that provides information on the extent and status of

wetlands in the U.S., via the National Wetlands Inventory Program (NWI). In addition to impacts to wetlands within

your immediate project area, wetlands outside of your project area may need to be considered in any evaluation of

project impacts, due to the hydrologic nature of wetlands (for example, project activities may affect local hydrology

within, and outside of, your immediate project area). It may be helpful to refer to the USFWS National Wetland

Inventory website. The designated FWS office can also assist you. Impacts to wetlands and other aquatic habitats from

your project may be subject to regulation under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal Statutes.

Project Proponents should discuss the relationship of these requirements to their project with the Regulatory Program of

the appropriate U.S. Army Corps of Engineers District.

 

The Service's objective of mapping wetlands and deepwater habitats is to produce reconnaissance level information on

the location, type and size of these resources. The maps are prepared from the analysis of high altitude imagery.

Wetlands are identified based on vegetation, visible hydrology and geography. A margin of error is inherent in the use

of imagery; thus, detailed on-the-ground inspection of any particular site may result in revision of the wetland

boundaries or classification established through image analysis.

 

The accuracy of image interpretation depends on the quality of the imagery, the experience of the image analysts, the

amount and quality of the collateral data and the amount of ground truth verification work conducted. Metadata should

be consulted to determine the date of the source imagery used and any mapping problems.

 

Wetlands or other mapped features may have changed since the date of the imagery and/or field work. There may be

occasional differences in polygon boundaries or classifications between the information depicted on the map and the

actual conditions on site.

 

Exclusions - Certain wetland habitats are excluded from the National mapping program because of the limitations of

aerial imagery as the primary data source used to detect wetlands. These habitats include seagrasses or submerged

aquatic vegetation that are found in the intertidal and subtidal zones of estuaries and nearshore coastal waters. Some

deepwater reef communities (coral or tuberficid worm reefs) have also been excluded from the inventory. These

habitats, because of their depth, go undetected by aerial imagery.

 

Precautions - Federal, state, and local regulatory agencies with jurisdiction over wetlands may define and describe

wetlands in a different manner than that used in this inventory. There is no attempt, in either the design or products of

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

Project name: Jane Dough ISR Project
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this inventory, to define the limits of proprietary jurisdiction of any Federal, state, or local government or to establish

the geographical scope of the regulatory programs of government agencies. Persons intending to engage in activities

involving modifications within or adjacent to wetland areas should seek the advice of appropriate federal, state, or local

agencies concerning specified agency regulatory programs and proprietary jurisdictions that may affect such activities.

 

The following NWI Wetland types intersect your project area in one or more locations. To understand the NWI

Classification Code, see https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/wetlands/decoder. To view the National Wetlands Inventory on a map

go to http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/Data/Mapper.html.

Wetland Types NWI Classification Code

Freshwater Emergent Wetland PEMAh

Freshwater Emergent Wetland PEMA

Freshwater Emergent Wetland PEMCh

Freshwater Emergent Wetland PEMC

Freshwater Forested/Shrub Wetland PFOA

Freshwater Pond PUBFx

Other PUSAh

United States Department of Interior
Fish and Wildlife Service

Project name: Jane Dough ISR Project


