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DUKE POWER COMPANY 
OCONEE UNIT 1 

Report Number: RO-269/80-33 

Report Date: November 10, 1980 

Occurrence Date: October 11, 1980 

Facility: Oconee Unit 1, Seneca, South Carolina 

Identification of Occurrence: Fire Detector String Removed From Service 

Conditions Prior to Occurrence: Oconee 1 - 100% FP 

Description of Occurrence: At 1630 hours on October 11, 1980, the smoke detector 
covering the motor control center (MCC) IXGB alarmed. A subsequent investigation 
revealed no fire thus the string was removed from service for repair. The Fire 
Protection System was in a degraded mode permitted by Technical Specification 
3.17.1 once the string was removed from service. This incident is thus reportable 
pursuant to Technical Specification 6.6.2.1.b(2).  

Apparent Cause of Occurrence: There is a recurring problem with the detectors 
covering MCC IXA and MCC 1XGB giving nuisance alarms. The reason for these 
alarms appear to be caused by the wind blowing dust into the detectors when the 
rollup doors on either side of the Turbine Building breezeway or the rollup door 
opposite the old interim security trailer are open. There is no easy solution 
to this problem as long as the construction on the SSF, maintenance shop addition, 
and CAS/SAS cable trench continues.  

Analysis of Occurrence: The detector string was out of service for approximately 
15 hours. During this period of inoperability, an hourly fire watch for the 
affected area was maintained as required by Technical Specification 3.17.1.  
Thus this incident was of no significance with respect to safe operation, and 
the health and safety of the public were not affected.  

Corrective Action: The dust was blown out of the detector and the string 
returned to service. Operability of the detector string was verified. A fire 
watch was established during the period that the string was out of service.  
The affected detectors in this area should be periodically cleaned on a 
frequency to prevent reoccurrence.
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