T PEELININARY NOTTFICATI

K PREI.IHIW.:-RY WOTII’IC:{‘ION OF EVE\’T OR UNUSUAL OC"URRENCE PNO II 80-26

’ Thls prehmnary not;f:Lcatlon constltut.es E.ARLY notlce of an event of POSSIBI.E
- safety or public interest significance. The information presented is as initially
. received witkout verification or evaluation and 1is b351cally all that is known by
. IE staff ag of this date '

FACILITY: Duke Power Company o
Oconee Nuclear Station, Units 1, 2 and 3
Docket Ko. 50-269, 50270 and 50-287
Seneca, Scuth Carolina '

SUBJECT: USE OF IMFRGPER STEAM -GEN'ERATOR MAKWAY GASKETS

During hydrostatic testing of the Unit 1 Reactor Coolant System (RCS) following
refueling, the licensee discovered leakage of approximately sixty drops per
sinute from oane of the maaway gaskets on steam generator "A". RCS pressure was
500 psi at the time. Investigation revealed that a flexzatallic gasket with a
pressure rating ¢f 9C0 psi had been installed instead of the required 2500 psi
ratipg. Further investigation revealed that improper gaskets had also been
installed om all steaa generztor manvays in Units 1 and 3 and on the upper
nacways in Unit 2. The licensee suspects that the wrong gaskets have been in
tse since 1978 when they received a shipmeat of new gaskets from Babcock-Wilask
2lthough, there kas rot been any evidence of leakage in the past. The licensee is
pursuing the cause of the supply problem 2s well as the predicted failure mode
of the gaskets with Eabcock-Kilcox and Flexatallic companies. They are also -
evaluatirg tke eifect on Units 2 and 3, wvhich are both operating at this time.

Yedia interest has nct occurred. Neither the licensee nor the NRC plans to issue
3 press relezse at this time. The State of South Carolinaz has been notified.

Region 1I (Atlanta) received notification of this occurrence by telephone from
the Resicent Imspactor at 10:00 on February 13. :

Contact: D. R. Quick, RII 242-5553; R. Martin, RII 242-5533
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