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Duke Power Company J IV H4.tIPTO.N 

OconeeNuclear Site Vice President 1 R0. Bar 1419 (864)S85-3499 Office 
Seneca, SC 29679 (864) 8853564 Fax 

DUKEPOWER 

February 20, 1997 

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Document Control Desk 
Washington, D.C. 20555 

Subject: Oconee Nuclear Station Unit 
Docket Nos. 50-269, -270, -287 
Licensee Event Report 269/97-02 
Problem Investigation Process No.: 2-097-0240 

Gentlemen: 

Pursuant to 10 CFR 50.73 Sections (a) (1) and (d), attached is 
Licensee Event Report, 269/97-02, concerning the technical 
inoperability of the Reactor Building Cooling Units. Upon 
completion of the investigation, a Licensee Event Report 
supplement will be issued to fully identify the cause(s) and the 
corrective actions deemed appropriate to prevent recurrence.  

This report is being submitted in accordance with 10 CFR 50.73 

(a) (2) (V) (D). This event is considered to be of no 
significance with respect to the health and safety of the public.  

Very truly yours, 

J. W. Hampton, Vice President 
Oconee Nuclear Site 030101 
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Document Control Desk 
February 20, 1997 
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XC: 

Mr. Luis A. Reyes 
Administrator, Region II 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
101 Marietta St., NW, Suite 2900 
Atlanta, GA 30323 

Mr. D. E. LaBarge 

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 
Washington, D.C. 20555 

INPO Records Center 
700 Galleria Parkway 
Atlanta, GA 30339-5957 

Mr. M. A. Scott 
NRC Resident Inspector 
Oconee Nuclear Station
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On January 24, 1997, Units 1 and 2 were at Cold Shutdown and Unit 3 was in a 
refueling outage. Oconee Engineering had been evaluating the NRC Generic 
Letter 96-06, "Assurance of Equ-iment Operability and Containment Integrity 
During Design Basis Accident Conditions". As a part of this evaluation, 
Engineering has been performing detailed thermal-hydraulic analyses to 
determine if any portions of the Low Pressure Service Water System piping 
which serves the Reactor Building Cooling Units (RBCU) may be susceptible to 
water hammer. The thermal-hydraulic analysis determined that during certain 
design basis scenarios condensation induced water hammers associated with the 
non-safety related auxiliary cooling units could result in the safety related 
RBCUs being unable to perform their intended function. On January 24, 1997, 
at 1426 hours, the NRC was conservatively notified of this condition. On 
February 18, 1997, Engineering completed an evaluation and determined that, 
if the water hammer scenario had occurred during a design basis accident, 
then the safety related RBCUs would not have been capable of performing their 
intended function. The root cause and corrective actions will be addressed 
in the supplemental report.  
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