
DUKE POWER COMPANY 
POWER BUITDING 

422 SOUTH CHURCH STREET, GRARLOTTE, N. C. 28242 

WILLIAM 0. PARKERJR. August 6, 1980 
VtCr PRESIDENT TELEPHCNE:APEA 704 

SEAM PRODUCTION 373-4083 

Mr. J. P. O'Reilly, Director 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Region II 
101 Marietta Street, Suite 3100 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

Re- Oconee Nuclear Station 
Docket No. 50-269, -270, -287 

Dear Mr. O'Reilly: 

Please find attached Reportable Occurrence Report RO-269/80-22. This report 
is submitted pursuant to Oconee Nuclear Station Technical Specification 
6.6.2.1.b(2), which concerns operation in a degraded mode permitted by a 
limiting condition for operation, and describes an incident which is con
sidered to be of no significance with respect to safe operation or its effect 
on to- health and safety of the public.  

Vay truly yours,/ 

William 0. Parker, Jr.  

JLJ:scs 
Attachment 

cc: Director Mr. Bill Lavallee 
Office Management & Program Analysis Nuclear Safety Analysis Center 
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission P. 0. Box 10412 
Washington, D. C. 20555 Palo Alto, California 94303 
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DUKE POWER COPANY 
OCONEE UNITS 1, 2, 3 

Report Number: RO-269/80-22 

Report Date: August 6, 1980 

Occurrence Date: July 7, 1980 

Facility: Oconee Units 1, 2, 3, Seneca, South Carolina 

Identification of Occurrence: "B" HPSW Pump Declared Inoperable 

Conditions Prior to Occurrence: Oconee 1 - Cold S/D 
Oconee 2 - 99% FP 
Oconee 3 - 100% FP 

Description of Occurrence: 

At 0400 on July 7, 1980, the "B" HPSW pump was taken out of service and 
declared inoperable when water was discovered dripping from the cooler 
casing during a routine inspection of the turbine building basement. The 
leak was discovered by pressure tests and repairs made without removing the 
cooler from its housing. A second leak was discovered upon pressurization 
of the cooler requiring removal of the cooler for repair.  

Apparent Cause of Occurrence: 

The cause of the leak is thought to be due to tube erosion which has 
degraded the reliability of these coils. Although the cooler constantly 
has lake water circulating through its coils, the HPSW pump motor is 
rarely run. This allows continuous erosion of the tubes.  

Analysis of Occurrence: 

This incident is reportable to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission under 
Technical Specification 6.6.2.lb(2) due to operation in a degraded mode 
created by entrance into an action statement under Technical Specification 
3.17.2.1. The leak was discovered during a routine inspection of the 
turbine building basement when an operator noticed water leaking from the 
casing drain hole. The locations of the leaks were discovered when the 
covers were removed and the cooler was pressurized during the repair 
operations. The leaks were repaired accordingly, and the pump was 
returned to service forty-two (42) hours after the leaks were discovered.  
This time is well within the seven-day limit noted in Tech Spec 3.17.2.1.  

After the initial investigation, it was determined that the leaks were not 
of great magnitude and therefore did not adversely affect the integrity 
and operability of the pump motor. The "A". HPSW pump was available while 
the "B" pump was out of service. The "A" pump was capable of meeting the 
fire protection safety requirements of the HPSW system. Appropriate 
corrective actions were taken within the time permitted by Tech Spec 
3.17.2.1 to restore redundancy in the system.
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This incident concerns a degraded mode of operation permitted by a limiting 

condition for operation (LCO) and has no significant effect on the health 

and safety of the public.  

Corrective Action: 

The repair consisted of pressurizing to identify the leaks, draining the 

cooler, sordering the leaks, and repressurizing the cooler to verify that 
the leaks had been repaired.  

In order to avoid future problems, Duke Power Company is in the process of 

preparing two new motor coolers and two new cooler housings for instal

lation. Parts have also been ordered for the installation of solenoid 

valves in the inlet line of the coolers. This modification will resolve 

the problem of lake water continually circulating through the coils. Both 

of these modifications have an August 31, 1980 commitment date.


