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Duke Energy Corporation 
Oconee Nuclear Station 
PO. Box 1439 
Seneca, SC 29679 

W R. McCollum, Jr. (864) 885-3107 OFFICE 

'Vice President 
(864) 885-3564 FAx 

February 11, 1999 

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

Document Control Desk 

Washington, DC 20555 

Subject: Duke Power Company 

Oconee Nuclear Station, Unit 3 

Docket No. 50-287 

Third Ten-Year Inservice Inspection Interval 

Unit 3 EOC 17 Inservice Inspection 

Use of NRC Approved Code Case 

This is to inform you that Duke Energy Corporation has 

elected to apply ASME Code Case N-481 to Reactor Coolant 

Pump 3B1 during Oconee Unit 3 End of Cycle 17 Refueling 

Outage, in lieu of inservice inspection requirements of 

pressure retaining welds of pump casings (Category B-L-1) as 

delineated in Table IWB-2500-1 of ASME Boiler and Pressure 

Vessel Code, Section XI.  

ASME Code Case N-481 has been listed in Regulatory Guide 

1.147, "Inservice Inspection Code Case Acceptability ASME 

Section XI Division 1" as being approved by the NRC for use 

in Inservice Inspections.  

This code case was previously used during the Unit 2 End of 

Cycle 16 Refueling Outage, as reported in a letter dated 

June 1, 1998, and in the Inservice Inspection Report, dated 

August 19, 1998, for that outage.  

It is our expectation that this code case may be invoked in 

future outages on any of our Oconee Units. In accordance 

with the provisions of ASME Code Case N-481, an evaluation 

to demonstrate the safety and serviceability of the pump 

casing must be performed whenever this code case is used.  

The details of such evaluations for future outages will be 

included in the applicable Refueling Outage Inservice 

Inspection Report, when it is submitted to the NRC.  
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A report containing the details of the latest inspection and 

evaluation will be included in the Oconee Unit 3, End of 

Cycle 17 Refueling Outage, Inservice Inspection Report when 

it is submitted to the NRC.  

If there are any questions or further information is needed 

you may contact R. P. Todd at (864) 885-3418.  

Very truly yours, 

W. R. McCollum, r.  
Site Vice President 

xc: Mr. D. E. LaBarge, Project Manager 

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation 

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Washington, DC 20555 

Mr. L. A. Reyes 
Regional Administrator, Region II 

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

Mr. M. A. Scott 

Senior NRC Resident Inspector 

Oconee Nuclear Station 

Virgil R. Autry, Director 

Division of Radioactive Waste Management 

Bureau of Land and Waste Management 
Department of Health & Environmental Control 

2600 Bull Street 
Columbia, SC 29201


