
January 24, 1997 

Duke Power Company 
ATTN: Mr. J. W. Hampton 

Vice President 
Oconee Site 

P. 0. Box 1439 
Seneca, SC 29679 / 

SUBJECT: REACTOR AND SENIOR REACTOR OPERATOR INITIAL EXAMINATIONS 
OCONEE NUCLEAR POWER PLANT 

Dear Mr. Hampton: 

In a telephone conversation on January 22, 1997, between Mr. Richard S.  
Baldwin, License Examiner, and Mr. Paul Stovall, Manager of Operator Training, 
arrangements were made for the administration of licensing examinations at the 
Oconee Nuclear Power Plant. The operating tests are scheduled for the weeks 
of April 14, 1997 and May 5, 1997.  

This examination will be developed and administered as part of the NRC pilot 
initial examination process based on your staff's request to participate in 
the pilot process. The NRC pilot initial examination process will permit your 
staff to draft the written examinations and operating tests for operator and 
senior operator license applicants. The NRC will review and approve the 
proposed examinations and tests and independently administer the operating 
tests to license applicants. Your staff will not administer any portion of 
the operating tests; however, they will administer the written examinations.  
The NRC will review the graded written examinations, grade each applicant's 
operating test performance, make the final pass or fail decisions, and issue 
licenses, as appropriate.  

Your staff may develop the licensing examinations in accordance with the 
guidelines in Revision 8 of NUREG-1021, "Operator Licensing Examiner 
Standards". The most recent version found in the public domain may be used to 
support examination development.  

To meet the above schedule, it will be necessary for your staff to furnish the 
proposed examination outlines by February 24, 1997. The proposed written 
examinations, operating tests, and the supporting reference materials 
identified in Attachment 2 of ES-201 will be due by March 24, 1997. Any delay 
in receiving the required reference and examination materials or the submittal 
of inadequate or incomplete materials may result in the examinations being 
rescheduled.  

Your staff will prepare and, after NRC review and approval, administer the 
written examinations in accordance with ES-401 and ES-402 of NUREG-1021. The 
NRC's guidelines for administering the written examinations are described in / 
ES-402.  
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Your staff will prepare and the NRC will administer the operating tests in 
accordance with ES-301 and ES-302 of NUREG-1021. In order to conduct the 
requested operating tests, it will be necessary for your staff to make the 
simulation facility available on the dates noted above. Your staff should 
retain the original simulator performance data (e.g., system pressures, 
temperatures, and levels) generated during the dynamic operating tests until 
the examination results are final.  

Appendix E of NUREG-1021 contains a number of NRC policies and guidelines that 
will be in effect while the written examination and operating tests are being 
administered.  

Your staff should submit preliminary reactor and senior reactor operator 
license applications and waiver requests at least 30 days before the first 
examination date so that the NRC will be able to review the applications and 
the medical certifications and evaluate any requested waivers. If the 
applications are not received at least 30 days before the examination date, a 
postponement may be necessary. Finally, signed applications certifying that 
all training has been completed should be submitted at least 14 days before 
the first examination date.  

This request is covered by Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Clearance 
Number 3150-0101, which expires April 30, 1997. The estimated average burden 
is 7.7 hours per response, includes gathering, xeroxing, and mailing the 
required material. Send comments about this burden estimate or any other 
aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing 
this burden, to the Information and Records Management Branch, Mail Stop T-6, 
F33, Office of Information Resources Management, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, Washington, D.C. 20555; and to the Paperwork Reduction Project 
(3150-0101), Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, NEOB-10202, Office 
of Management and Budget, Washington, D.C. 20503.  

We appreciate your cooperation. Mr. Stovall has been advised of the NRC 
guidelines and policies addressed in this letter. If you have any questions 
on the examination process, please contact me at (404) 331-5541 or E-mail 
address TAP@NRC.GOV.  

Sincerely, 

(Original signed by T. A. Peebles) 

Thomas A. Peebles, Chief 
Operator Licensing and Human 

Performance Branch 
Division of Reactor Safety 

Docket Nos. 50-269, 50-270, 50-287
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cc: Mr. J. E. Burchfield County Supervisor of 
Compliance Oconee County 
Duke Power Company Walhalla, SC 29621 
P. 0. Box 1439 
Seneca, SC 29679 Manager, LS 

NUS Corporation 
Mr. Paul R. Newton 2650 McCormick Drive 
Legal Department (PB05E) Clearwater, FL 34619-1035 
Duke Power Company 
422 South Church Street Mr. G. A. Copp 
Charlotte, NC 28242-0001 Licensing - ECO50 

Duke Power Company 
Mr. Robert P. Gruber P. 0. Box 1007 
Executive Director Charlotte, NC 28201-1007 
Public Staff - NCUC 
P. 0. Box 29520 Ms. Karen E. Long 
Raleigh, NC 27626-0520 Assistant Attorney General 

N. C. Department of Justice 
Mr. Robert B. Borsum P. 0. Box 629 
Framatome Technologies Raleigh, NC 27602 
1700-Rockville Pike, Suite 525 
Rockville, MD 20852 Mr. B. K. Jones 

Training Manager 
Mr. J. Michael McGarry, III, Oconee Nuclear Station 
Esq. Winston and Strawn P. 0. Box 1439 

1400 L Street, NW Seneca, SC 29679 
Washington, D. C. 20005 

Distribution: 
Dayne H. Brown, Director D. LaBarge, NRR 
Division of Radiation R. Carroll, Rh 

Protection L. Wert, Rh 
N. C. Department of N. Economos, Rh 

Environmental Health & R. Baldwin, Rh 
Natural Resources B. Michael, Rh 

P. 0. Box 27687 PUBLIC 
Raleigh, NC 27611.-7687 

NRC Resident Inspector 
Mr. Max Batavia, Chief U.S. NuclearRegulatory Commission 
Bureau of Radiological Health 78128 Rochester Highway 
South Carolina Department of Seneca, SC 29672 

Health and Environmental 
Control 

2600 Bull Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 
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