
May 31, 2016 
 
 
 
The Honorable James M. Inhofe 
Chairman, Committee on Environment  
   and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is publishing the following document in the 
Federal Register: 
 

• Title:  Programmable Logic Computers in Nuclear Power Plant Control Systems 
[NRC-2013-0214]. 
 

• Description of the document:  This document denies a petition for rulemaking, 
PRM-73-17, submitted by Mr. Alan Morris (the petitioner) requesting that the NRC 
require that “new-design programmable logic computers” be installed in the control 
systems of nuclear power plants in order to “block malware attacks on the industrial 
control systems of those facilities.”  In addition, the petitioner requested that nuclear 
power plant staff be trained “in the programming and handling of the non-rewriteable 
memories” for nuclear power plants. 
 

• The NRC is denying the petition because he petitioner has not demonstrated that a need 
exists for a new regulation, nor presented any significant new information that would 
support the request changes. 
 

• Dates:  The docket for the petition for rulemaking, PRM-73-17, will be closed on the date 
of publication. 

 
For more information, see the enclosed document. 
 
Please contact me at 301-415-1776, if you have questions or need more information.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
/RA/ 
 
Eugene Dacus, Director  
Office of Congressional Affairs 

 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice 
 
cc:  Senator Barbara Boxer
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May 31, 2016 

 
 
The Honorable Fred Upton 
Chairman, Committee on Energy  
   and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is publishing the following document in the 
Federal Register: 
 

• Title:  Programmable Logic Computers in Nuclear Power Plant Control Systems 
[NRC-2013-0214]. 
 

• Description of the document:  This document denies a petition for rulemaking, 
PRM-73-17, submitted by Mr. Alan Morris (the petitioner) requesting that the NRC 
require that “new-design programmable logic computers” be installed in the control 
systems of nuclear power plants in order to “block malware attacks on the industrial 
control systems of those facilities.”  In addition, the petitioner requested that nuclear 
power plant staff be trained “in the programming and handling of the non-rewriteable 
memories” for nuclear power plants. 
 

• The NRC is denying the petition because he petitioner has not demonstrated that a need 
exists for a new regulation, nor presented any significant new information that would 
support the request changes. 
 

• Dates:  The docket for the petition for rulemaking, PRM-73-17, will be closed on the date 
of publication. 

 
For more information, see the enclosed document. 
 
Please contact me at 301-415-1776, if you have questions or need more information.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 /RA 
 
Eugene Dacus, Director  
Office of Congressional Affairs 

 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice 
 
cc:  Representative Frank Pallone, Jr. 



 

 

May 31, 2016 
 
 
 
The Honorable Ed Whitfield 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Energy  
   and Power 
Committee on Energy and Commerce  
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515  
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is publishing the following document in the 
Federal Register: 
 

• Title:  Programmable Logic Computers in Nuclear Power Plant Control Systems 
[NRC-2013-0214]. 
 

• Description of the document:  This document denies a petition for rulemaking, 
PRM-73-17, submitted by Mr. Alan Morris (the petitioner) requesting that the NRC 
require that “new-design programmable logic computers” be installed in the control 
systems of nuclear power plants in order to “block malware attacks on the industrial 
control systems of those facilities.”  In addition, the petitioner requested that nuclear 
power plant staff be trained “in the programming and handling of the non-rewriteable 
memories” for nuclear power plants. 
 

• The NRC is denying the petition because he petitioner has not demonstrated that a need 
exists for a new regulation, nor presented any significant new information that would 
support the request changes. 
 

• Dates:  The docket for the petition for rulemaking, PRM-73-17, will be closed on the date 
of publication. 

 
For more information, see the enclosed document. 
 
Please contact me at 301-415-1776, if you have questions or need more information.   
 

Sincerely, 
 
 /RA/ 
 
Eugene Dacus, Director  
Office of Congressional Affairs 

 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice 
 
cc:  Representative Bobby L. Rush   



 

 

May 31, 2016 
 
 
 
The Honorable John Shimkus 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Environment 
   and the Economy  
Committee on Energy and Commerce  
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Mr. Chairman: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is publishing the following document in the 
Federal Register: 
 

• Title:  Programmable Logic Computers in Nuclear Power Plant Control Systems 
[NRC-2013-0214]. 
 

• Description of the document:  This document denies a petition for rulemaking, 
PRM-73-17, submitted by Mr. Alan Morris (the petitioner) requesting that the NRC 
require that “new-design programmable logic computers” be installed in the control 
systems of nuclear power plants in order to “block malware attacks on the industrial 
control systems of those facilities.”  In addition, the petitioner requested that nuclear 
power plant staff be trained “in the programming and handling of the non-rewriteable 
memories” for nuclear power plants. 
 

• The NRC is denying the petition because he petitioner has not demonstrated that a need 
exists for a new regulation, nor presented any significant new information that would 
support the request changes. 
 

• Dates:  The docket for the petition for rulemaking, PRM-73-17, will be closed on the date 
of publication. 
 

For more information, see the enclosed document. 
 
Please contact me at 301-415-1776, if you have questions or need more information.   
 

Sincerely, 
 

/RA/ 
 
Eugene Dacus, Director  
Office of Congressional Affairs 

 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice 
 
cc:  Representative Paul Tonko  



 

 

May 31, 2016 
 
 
 
The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito 
Chairman, Subcommittee on Clean Air 
   and Nuclear Safety 
Committee on Environment and Public Works 
United States Senate 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Madam Chairwoman: 
 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) is publishing the following document in the 
Federal Register: 
 

• Title:  Programmable Logic Computers in Nuclear Power Plant Control Systems 
[NRC-2013-0214]. 
 

• Description of the document:  This document denies a petition for rulemaking, 
PRM-73-17, submitted by Mr. Alan Morris (the petitioner) requesting that the NRC 
require that “new-design programmable logic computers” be installed in the control 
systems of nuclear power plants in order to “block malware attacks on the industrial 
control systems of those facilities.”  In addition, the petitioner requested that nuclear 
power plant staff be trained “in the programming and handling of the non-rewriteable 
memories” for nuclear power plants. 
 

• The NRC is denying the petition because he petitioner has not demonstrated that a need 
exists for a new regulation, nor presented any significant new information that would 
support the request changes. 
 

• Dates:  The docket for the petition for rulemaking, PRM-73-17, will be closed on the date 
of publication. 

 
For more information, see the enclosed document. 
 
Please contact me at 301-415-1776, if you have questions or need more information.   
 

Sincerely, 
 

/RA/ 
 
Eugene Dacus, Director  
Office of Congressional Affairs 

 
Enclosure:   
Federal Register notice 
 
cc:  Senator Thomas R. Carper 


